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I believe, however; that this is a precedent
which should not be accepted without some
protest on behalf of the private members of
the bouse. What it actually does is to inter-
rupt debate on the address and, in a way,
to take interest from it and prolong it. I
believe that in the interests of debate it would
be better to proceed with the debate on the
address, and to conclude it, as the normal
procedure of the bouse requires.

I would point out, too, that if interruptions
prolong the debate to any extent, the house
loses at least one of the private members'
days. The rules of the bouse indicate that
the first four Thursdays shall be allotted to
private members. Today is the first of those
four, and there are three others. If the debate
on the address goes beyond the next three
Thursdays, then private members will .lose
one of the opportunities they have to discuss
private members' motions.

I had thought that at this session, which
is not one crowded with legislation, in ail
probability the government would revert to
the normal procedure of the house. I wish,
therefore, on behalf not only of my own
associates but also of other private members
who, I know, share this view, to make pro-
test, and to say that I hope once again the
house will not accept this as a precedent to
be followed in future.

Motion agreed to.

THE LATE THOMAS LANGTON CHURCH

Right Hon. L. S. St. Laurent (Prime
Minister): Mr. Speaker, I am sure all hon.
members of the house were much grieved to
hear last week of the death of one of the
oldest and most respected, and, I would add,
best loved members of the House of Commons,
Mr. Thomas Langton Church, member of par-
liament for the constituency of Broadview,
Toronto, since 1935.

Mr. Church's death brought to a close a
remarkable career of public service to the city
of Toronto and to the nation. I doubt if there
are many who enjoyed the confidence of their
electors over such a long period of time,
because he occupied public office, practically
without interruption, from 1898 to the date of
his death. He was first elected to public
office in 1898 as a member of the high school
board in the city of Toronto. In 1905 he
became an alderman, and he remained a mem-
ber of the city council until the end of 1921.
In 1910 the electors promoted him to the
board of control, and from 1915 to 1921 inclu-
sive he was mayor of that city. That, I
understand, is a record which has not been
equalled by any other mayor in the history
of Toronto.

55946-l

The late T. L. Church
Mr. Church was also for seventeen years a

trustee of the Toronto General hospital, and
for fifteen years a director of that great
institution, the Canadian national exhibition.

In 1909 and 1910 he brought forward a pro-
posal for the development of a harbour at
Toronto worthy of the growing importance
of that city, and became a member of the
reorganized board of harbour commissioners,
and afterwards its chairman. As mayor he
was chairman of the Toronto board of police
commissioners, and was also for seven years
a member of the Toronto Hydro Electric
Commission.

Mr. Church was president of the Union of
Canadian Municipalities for two terms, and
at different times he was president of the
Ontario Municipal Electrical Association, the
Hydro Radial Union, and the Ontario Muni-
cipal Association. He had been called to the
bar of Ontario in 1897, and for many years
acted as general counsel for the Toronto
Electric Commission.

He was first elected to parliament in 1921,
and, though he suffered a defeat in the gen-
eral election of 1930, returned to the House
in a by-election in 1934. I am sure ail hon.
members are agreed that at Ottawa he dis-
played the splendid qualities which endeared
him to the electors of Toronto during ail
those years. Perhaps his two most outstand-
ing qualities were his capacity for making
and keeping friends, and his devotion to the
welfare of his native city.

He was always kind, generous, honest, and
uncompromising. He held views which per-
haps were not widely supported throughout
the country, but he was a man of principles
to which he adhered constantly and unswerv-
ingly. There never could be any doubt as
to where he stood. He knew it himself, and
he made it known to his constituents, to the
bouse and to the nation. Perhaps no man
in public life ever fought more fiercely for
his convictions, but I doubt if any was ever
more considerate of his opponents. He always
treated his bitterest political antagonists as
gentlemen, and I do not believe there was
ever a grudge in his whole make-up.

There was a striking contrast between, on
the one hand, his progressive outlook as an
official of his native city of Toronto and the
great achievements and developments which
he inspired and promoted in the affairs of
that city, and, on the other, his staunch con-
servatism in respect of everything which had
to do with the evolution of Canada from
colonial status to nationhood.

Mr. Church was a staunch believer in
British imperialism, and seemed to be quite
unhappy that Canada should not always


