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day issues as tliey present themselves and
upon whetlier it lias foresiglit enough f0 pre-
pare for the future. With active sponsorship
by the government of a project such as I have
deait witli, other developments would naturallv
follow suit and these developmcnts would
bring ini revenue to the goverilment.

If the physical business volume is falling
off if is natural to assume that it will be
diffi cuit f0 meet tlie obligations of government.
Tlie only way we can meet our obligations is
liv continued expansion from the wartime
peaks. Otlierwise a heavier and heavier load
ivili lie placed upon wliat industry is left,
flnally clioking it off, and it will take anotlier
war to, revive if.

To-day Prince Rupert is tlie best equipped
seaport nortli of Seattle and Vancouver. It is
tlie only nortliern port tied to tlie nortli by
rail. It is interesting to note tliat on a map
rccently publislicd by tlie Christian Science
Monitor, pointing out tlie various ports tliat
had been in key positions during tlie war,
tlie port of Prince Rupert wvas menfioned

hliule Vancouver and Victoria wcre not. Tliese
facts finially affect the future of trade and
sliipping in the nortli Pacifie. Railroad freiglit
rates to Prince Rupert and Seattle and Port-
land have been equalized, so tliat anytliing
shipped out of tlie port of Prince Rupert going
int o tlie nortli Pacifie would lie naturally on
a better competitive basis tlian commodities
sliipped tlirougli soutliern ports.

Richiard L Neuberger, feature writer for
tlie Portland 0r.eqoiîano and correspondent in
tlic Pacifie nortli for thc New York Tirncs
.,ýc fliat strong political influences are bcing
brouglif f0 bear against Prince Rupert as a
port. W itli the centralization of economie
inferests in tlie soufli, it is quite nafural f0
assume thaf thesc infecsts do nlot want
competifion coming fromn a newly developed
area. Howcver, witli the critical sliortage in
raw materials facing the wverld to-day, if
behoov es us to tliink of the future of tiiis
country and act on if-. belia]f rather flian listen
to tlie voices of 1)owerfiil econornic groups
which are eurtailing future ceonornie develop-
ment in sucli areas as tbe Pacifie nortivest.

1 shiould like to quote from May-June 1946
issue of ftic Nor' Il'est Miner, published in
Edmonton, Alberta:

Post-war construction programmes as outlined
by Ottawa number bundrefis, con will cost mil.
lions of dollars; many of tbemn are o f real
value to Canada's post-war progress. but the
failure to include the projeet of completing
this third transcontinental railway will prove
a real economie loss fo Canada. The time has
gone by whien if is possible for estahlished in-
feresfs sucli as Vancouver, Montreal an(!theli
great lakes f0 insist that nothing shaîl interfere
with the prescrnt lay-out of carrying grain and
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othier produets from flic Pacifie f0 tbe Atlantic.
Canada is too large to-day to sc development
stayed. The Fort Churchill-Prince Rupert
railway is the answer f0 many a reconstruction
problem in Canada and is cbcap at the cost of
18,000,000 dollars.

Durig flic war flic Joncs Acf wvas suspended,
so that vessels of foreign registry, or f0 put
if spccifically, Canadian vcasels, could carry
material befween Alaskan liarbours. llowever,
thie Jones Acf lias once again come into force,
so that Prince Ruîpert cannot bie used as a
port f0 slip materials into Alaska. Canada
lias been inueli ton lax in not profecting ifs
own merchant marine, and I amn sure that if
the Canadian govcrniment were f0 invoke sucli
an acf as fIe Jones Acf, say for instance, on
thc great lakes. the Amnericans would fake a
îîîuclî more rcasonable attitude towvard Can-
adian vessels sailing info Alakan waters. For
instance, ftic slîipping charges on a car from
flic port of Seattle f0 Ketchikan are $86.70.
But if fle same car were shipped froin Prince
Ruîpert t0 Ketchikan if wvould cosf only $40.80.
Wifh f lie port of Prince Rupert in this
chlalliingiing position, wîy cannot the goverfi-
ment acfively sponsor and belp fliem take af
lco-.t part of flic profitable frade from flic
soîîth, s0 thaf flic natural resources of flic
north could ha opened up and devcloped?

Another hindrance f0 the developmenf of

1 lic north and Prince Rupert as a port is tlie
load line in northcrn waters, which works f0

the dr'trimcint cf fbe dcvolopmont of slîipping
in tlîo.z waters. Under flic international con-
vention on load lines, latitude 50 degrees f0

60 (](grecs is considered f0 lie more dangerous
for shipping than latitudes befween 40 and
50 degrees norîli. However, according f0

mnaster mnariners who are familier with con-
ditions in the ncrtbwesf Pacifie, in this location
navigation is as gond as if not better flian
farther soufli owiog f0 ftie absence of winfer
fogs whili are~ sucb a menace f0 thic ports
iu tli- soîth. The effecf cf tlic present load
fine is f0 gît e tlic port oi Vancouver an un-
ir,:u adt intage over flic port of Prince Rupert

liccause a vesýcl loading an 8,000 ton cargo
ms ale f0 fake 300 tons more at Vencouver
tlian at Prince Rupert. A slip sailing ont
nf Prince Rupert would bave f0 get fwenfy-
one cents a ton more f0 bandle cargo t.han at
Vancouver. This is undoubfedly one of flic
main factors causing the grain elevefors at
Prine Rupert tvith a capacity cf 114 million
buz.hes f0 lie almost entirely neglected.

The pilot chart of flie norfh Pacifie, number
1401. published by flic hydrographie office
of tfl ic vy deparfmenf of flic United States
of America cf Washington supports flic argu-
ment fliaf weafber conditions along the


