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First of ail, as to pledges. It is true that
before the present war, recalling the resuits
of the introduction of conscription in the last
war, and more particularly the methods em-
ployed to secure its introduction and its en-
forcement, I, like others of my party, and
many of ail parties in Canada, took the posi-
tion that, if Canada were to participate in an-
other European war I would flot support but
would oppose conscription for service overseas.

Alfter the outbreak of war, in the general
elections of 1940, 1, along with the leaders,
and most of the members, of aIl parties, with
the possible exception of the Social Credit
party, took the position that conscription for
service overseas should not be resorted to.
That was at a time when it was generally
believed thAt the war would be primarily a
European war.

I wish to emphasize the point that when I
gave the undertaking I did, it was given to
the country as a whole, and not to any prov-
ince or section of the country.

Time went by, and one country alter an-
other in Europe was invaded and overrun by
the armed forces of nazi Germany. Italy, on
June 10, 1940, and Japan on December 7,
1941, just three vears ago today, joined
the nazi aggressurs in an ail-out effort to
dominate the world. It became increas-
ingly apparent, that the pledges given flot
to resort to conscription for service uver-
seas might, at some time, prevent the govero-
ment of our country from taking a step which
might become necessary to, maintain our fight-
ing forces in the field, and which would be
necessary to enable them to do their part in
the preservation of our freedom, bound up as
il is with the freedom of ail the allied nations.

In anticipation of such a possibiiity, a plebis-
cite was held un April 27, 1942. As a result of
the plebiscite the Canadian peuple as a, whole,
to, whom the pledges had been made, released
the goveruiment and ail parties in this house
from ail pledges respect.ing conscription, and
gave te ail comple-te freedom, frcim t.hat time
forward, to take in this war whatever course
in their judgment was necessar 'v and advisable
in support of the cause for which our armies
are flghting.

Bill 80 was subsequently introduced and the
National Resources Mobilization Act amended
in 1942 su as tu permit, if uecessary, the use
cf conscription for service overseas. The issue
of conscription for overscas service was settled
once Bil' 80 became law.

As head cf the administration. 1 undertook.
at that time. that the power conferred by Bill
80 would not be uscd unless it became neces-
sary. I also undertouk that it, wuuld be used
if t.hat became necessary and advisable. That

[Mr. Mackenzie King.]

pledge I gave to this House of Commons. It
was ne> less a pledge to the people of Canada
as a whole. Above ail, it was a pledge to our
army overseas that it would flot Iack support
in its figh't, in association with the forces of the
allied nations, to preserve Christian civiliza-
tion and human freedom.

That was two and a half years ago. Canada
is fortunate ind-eed that the need has not
arisen until this late date in the war. The
need having arisen, by ensuring against any
possible lack of reinforcemenýts, 1 feel that
to-day I arn keeping faith with this bouse, of
Commons, with the people of Canada, and
with the fighting men in Canada7's army
overseas.

The house divided on the motion (Mr.
Mackenzie King) as amended, which was
agreed to on the following division-
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