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prices they pay for war goods, and at the end
of the three years the corporations own the
plants and the machines.

I have often said and I want to emphasize
that the profits of industry in this war not only
are going to appear in the annual balance
sheets of the corporations, but will be much
more material, though hidden from our view,
when drastic depreciation write-offs have given
monopolistic industry the new factories, power
plants and machines for which this nation has
paid. My opinions have now been confirmed
by the report of the subcommittee, which I
have quoted.

I am not going to belittle what this nation
has done in spite of the lack of any over-all
production plan, but the thousands of trucks
and the equipment covering acres of railway
sidings from Windsor to Montreal are eloquent
testimony to what I mean. Over two years
ago we were told that this country could not
build ocean freighters. Afterwards we went
into merchant shipbuilding. To-day we have
acres and acres of trucks and other equipment
—I have seen them, and so have some hon.
members who come from southern Ontario—
piled high, because we lack shipping. This is
the condition, partly because of the submarine
menace, and partly because we had no plan
of our own to build ships to transport the
goods we were about to make.

Had we had a war-planning body to orga-
nize our industry and guide the use of our
man-power, we should not now be suffering
from acute shortages in so many directions,
and have such surpluses in some others. The
trouble has been that our country, at the
beginning, was encouraged to believe that
Canada’s main contribution would be made
in the raising of armies, whereas we are now
beginning to understand that Canada’s main
contribution must be made in other fields,
while we maintain the army approved by
parliament, fully reinforced in the theatres
of war.

: On September 9, 1939, in my speech support-
ing the declaration of war, I took a line which
was the.n unpopular but which time is vindi-
cating in several particulars. I said, as re-
port.ed at page 57 of Hansard for 1939, second
session:

We are the nearest dominion to Europe. We
have tremendous resources. In modern war
huge masses of men are being replaced by
mechangd units which require vast quantities
of supplies to maintain them in the line,
Frenzied demands for the enlistment of more
and more men, if granted, may defeat the very
object in view, success in this struggle.

Then I quoted a letter from Sir Wilfrid
Laurier dated May 15, 1917, in which he said:
[Mr. Coldwell.]

There is a shortage of labour in agriculture

and industry, in fact in every field where brawn
and muscles are needed, and in the face of this
condition there are still people yelling for more
men being taken away from occupations in
which they are so much needed.
Those were the words' of Sir Wilfrid Laurier
in 1917. And with that before us in 1939 we
failed to make the inventory we should have
made of our resources, our machines and our
man-power, and failed to adopt an over-all
plan which would have assisted us in meeting
some of the difficulties which have overtaken
us.

Now again, as then, our farms are depleted
of labour badly needed for the production of
bacon, dairy and poultry products for over-
seas. Grain lies under the snow unthreshed,
and the government discourages production of
wheat which in my opinion will be needed in
the future to prevent further mass starvation
in many countries when the war ends. This
incidentally might be utilized now, and, indeed
ought to be used as soon as the submarine
menace has been sufficiently overcome to
feed our Russian allies, who are putting up
such a magnificent fight on behalf of the
united nations, and our Chinese allies, many
of whom today are suffering the pangs of
starvation. Yet we adopt a policy of restric-
tion of a foodstuff which is the most easily
stored foodstuff of all. Grain, too, which is
stored on the farms is made a burden to
producers, while elevator companies are paid
storage for the wheat they have received
from the farms. The government by order in
council decreed last March that essential farm
workers should not be drafted into the army,
but—and I say this without fear of contradic-
tion—that order is being entirely disregarded
by some of its own national war services boards.
Young constables of the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police are sent out to investigate the
claims of men applying for postponement and,
although they know nothing of the needs of
agriculture, their word is accepted instead of
the statements of reeves, councillors, doctors
and ministers who know whether the appli-
cants are essential on the farm or not.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury):
speak of members of parliament.

Mr. COLDWELL: Yes, not to speak of
members of parliament, as the hon. member
for York-Sunbury (Mr. Hanson) has added.
The whole man-power question has been mis-
handled from the beginning, and grave injury
has been done in many instances. The govern-
ment’s industrial labour record is also bad, but
I intend to leave that record for a thorough
discussion by some of mv colleagues.
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