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meeting, a meeting at which the question
of sanctions was to be discussed. But first let
me say that I believe wbien parliament is
in session the first duty of the Prime Min-
ister is to parliarnent. 1 have flot found it
possible to be in the house every day of
every week when parliament is in session, for
the entire time of eachi sitting. I have tried
to be bere for the question and nnswer period,
following the practice of the prime ministers
in England. But I have flot stayed in the
House of Commons ail afternoons and listened
to ail debates because there are rnany matters
whichi have to be considered by the Prime
Minister which cannot be taken up unless hie
bais the time to do it. And the only time
which presents itself is such tirne as lie eau
make for himself while otber business is pro-
ceeding. 1 have kept an eye on the busi-
ness of tbe bouse and hav e tried to see ail
the members I could, and I have tried to get
tbrough ail the work I couid wvhieh was rnost
pressing.

In the year I have inentioned thiere was
the question of attending the League of
Nations. I feit it was rny duty to attend
at that criticai tirne; it was after the Abysin-
ian episode. Events even then xvere shaping
towards the state of affairs whichi have corne
about recently. I went to the league as-
sembly and placed frankly before the different
coi-int.ries Canada's point of view. I think
wbat was said at that time was more important
to the constituency of Prince Albert or to
Victoria or Vancouver or Halifax, or to any
other constituency in Canada than anytbing
I could bave done by way of travelling and
speakiog acrnss the country. W/e have far
ton muclh travel and talk these days on the
part of rnany peopie-far too much of it,
and frorn ton rnany sources. The difficulty
to-(lay is to gct time quietly to tbink about
the great problems which coofront this and
other countries.

The next year it was my duty after a par-
liamentary session to attend the coronation
of their niajesties in Great B:itaýn. I rnay
bt- wroog, but bail I not attended the corona-
tion I question very mucli if their majesties
would be visiting Canada this summer. I
believe I arn rigbt in making that assurnp-
tin. I should be sorry if the visit of their
majesties in Canada will flot rocan rnuch more
to tbe people of the dominion than anytbing
I couid be saying in any part of the country.
At the tirne of the coronation tbere was also
an imperial conference wiîich it was my duty
and whicli I biait the lionour to attend, and
in tbe proceedings of wbich 1 participated
as cornpletely as possible, again witb more
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advantage, I helieve, to Canada than had I
been travelling about and speaking in differ-
ent constituencies.

It is quite true tbat this year I did flot
get away to. the west, including my con-
stituency, as I bad hoped I migbt be able to
do. It was a bitter disappointment to me.
But it was no fault of rny own-yes, it
was a fault of my own. I was confined to
my bcd for a montb during the summer,
fromn wbat?-tbc cifects of exhaustion, fatigue,
notbing but that, seeking, thougb confined
in tbat manner, to do tbe best I could witb
respect to rnany matters whicb were before
me. and from baving bad on my mind for
tbe last year or two wbat I dreaded above
everythîng else, narnely the possible deveiop-
ments whicb would involve this and other
countries in a war. I ask this house to-nigbt:
W/as I riglit or wrong in beiieving that the
nations were nearing a stage wbere another
world war was about to take place? I may
to lion. members I bave a two-fold duty. I
arn holding nt rnerely tbe office of Prime
Minister. but also that of Secretary of State
for External Affairs, which is equivaient to
tbat, cf a foreign minister. In tbe nature of
things a foreign minister and Prime Minister
mnust give bis attention to matters which are
of greatest importance to the world. I wish
that shiadow lîad passed. I wish ahl of us
ini the bouse to-nigbt could feel secure as to
what may take place in the course of this
very year. May I add this: If hie is going
to deal intelligently, carefully and thought-
fiilly witlî the problems facing tbe world and
Canada to-day, in relation to wbat may take
place in the next few months or before this
year is ont, the Prime Minister of Canada
cannot be going back and for-th across the
country rnaking political speeches and making
personal appearances before loc-al audiences.
He lias this House cf Commons to speak in.
\\'hat better forum is thiere in the world? H1e
lias the radio te speakz over. Is it ot mucb
better te gix e a few nation-wide addresses
in carefully chosen words than to be giviog
the kind of oration to wbicb we have listened
this afternoon and tonigbt?

Let me say ooly tlîis in conclusion: The posi-
tion of flie leader of a gnî ernent in Canada
to-day is ot unlike that of the captain of a
sbip when the ship is in a storm. The cap-
tain cf tbe ship mnust not be spending his tirne
wandering among the passengers on the deeks;
bis place is at the belm. Mr. Speaker. I
intend to rernain at tbe belm of thîs ship of
state lest so long as I bave the confidence


