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country who have been frustrated in a 
desperate search for gainful employment. 
These are the enemies which destroyed the 
struggling post-war democracies of central 
Europe; these are the foes we must conquer 
in the post-war years if Canada is to survive 
as a free country.

The measures adopted by the preceding ad
ministration to combat these conditions were 
proving increasingly successful in peace time. 
I need mention only briefly the expanding 
markets provided by their trade policies; the 
beginning of a national forestry plan through 
dominion-provincial forestry camps; assistance 
in the development of tourist and mining 
roads and trails; vocational training in the 
cities and farm training in rural areas for our 
young people; municipal assistance, the Na
tional Housing Act, home improvement loans, 
and numerous great public works projects. 
This programme must of necessity be greatly 
extended and expanded to meet the needs of 
the post-war years.

We must plan to reconstruct not only our 
industrial and economic organizations but also 
the social structure of this nation. It has 
been increasingly apparent in recent years that 
grave difficulties in government are occasioned 
by the present division of responsibility among 
the federal, provincial and municipal authori
ties. The British North America Act was 
drawn up in 1867 to meet the needs of the 
Canada of that time, a Canada vastly different 
from the Canada of to-day; a Canada, for 
example, in which our present chief problem, 
unemployment, did not exist. It is high time 
that the constitution of Canada was revised 
to bring it abreast of present conditions in 
this modern changing world. It is a matter 
of satisfaction, therefore, that the report of 
the royal commission on dominion-provincial 
relations has been tabled, and it is the hope 
of all Canada that out of the recommenda
tions of this report the framework of 
Canada may be designed which will allow the 
governments of this country to grapple effec
tively and efficiently with the problems which 
will develop in the post-war years.

As the representative of an industrial riding 
I am gratified to learn from the speech from 
the throne that an amendment of the British 
North America Act is being sought to permit 
the introduction of a national scheme of 
unemployment insurance. Such legislation will 
be most welcome in every part of Canada. 
While it is true that unemployment insurance 
is no solution of the problem of unemploy
ment, it will serve as a buffer to lessen the 
shock of unemployment on the individual as 
well as on the community at large.

Measures for the rehabilitation of our sol
diers when demobilized will of necessity, I
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think, have to be expanded to include provi
sions for war workers and others who will 
be directly or indirectly affected by the cessa
tion of hostilities. The government will prob
ably profit by the experience in the matter of 
soldiers’ civil reestablishment after the last war.

The honour of seconding the address in 
reply to the speech from the throne is one 
which any young member may well prize, since 
it affords him an opportunity to speak to 
the house so soon after his arrival, to felicitate 
the leaders of his country, to mention briefly 
the problems of his riding, to review with 
pride the past accomplishments of his party, 
and to hold out high hopes for the success 
of the program outlined in the speech from 
the throne. To-day, however, this honour 
seems singularly unimportant; for the minds 
of all of us here are heavily burdened with 
just one thought, the progress of the war in 
which we are now engaged.

For far too long we have taken for granted 
the rights and privileges of British subjects, 
and the vast resources and the boundless oppor
tunities of this land of ours. Now that all of 
this is in jeopardy we realize that these things 
are infinitely precious, that life without them 
would be impossible. Our freedom of speech, 
our freedom of person, our freedom from racial 
and religious intolerance, our right to elect 
freely by secret ballot, our government—all 
these things will surely perish if we lose this 
struggle.

Until a month ago it was generally thought 
that this war was to be a defensive war, a 
war of exhaustion and attrition in which the 
economic resources of the nation would 
eventually be of more value than the military 
organization. The events of the last month 
have changed the whole outlook. The German 
hordes have swept across Denmark and 
Norway and are now sweeping across the low 
countries. It is apparent that man power 
and the material of warfare are the crying 
needs of our allies, and it is our manifest 
duty to aid them in this way as speedily as 
possible, no matter what the cost may be.

Dominating this building in which we sit 
is a peace tower erected to commemorate the 
sacrifices of the last war. In that tower is 
a hall of remembrance to sixty thousand 
Canadians who gave their lives for their 
country. Across Canada from coast to coast 
are tens of thousands of returned soldiers 
whose lives have been broken by the injuries 
they sustained in the last war. These are 
terrible reminders to us of the price other 
Canadians have paid that we might have this 
freedom.

This parliament meets in the darkest days 
since our nation was born. The hopes and 
the prayers of all Canada are with us to-day.
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