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preperty right at ail; end thet theory hav-
ing been adopted in six provinces and ai-
moet .adopted in three other provinces, when
we boldly make a. Franchise Act based on
manhood and womanhood suffrage I sub-
mit that we are reaching as nearly as can
be, under aur iaw and institutions, the
proper idéal.

Now my hon. friend the leader of the Op-
position may take this ground: He may say
that hie will contend for the federai princi-
pie and the right of the provinces to fix the
law. I may contend an the other hand that
it is the undoubted right of the Dominion
Government ta do so. I do nat believe
that in the final analysis or conclusion it is
going ta matter very much which ground
we take; I helieve the resuit is going ta
be practically the saine whichever line of
argument we take. My hon. friend may
argue for the provincial principie and pro-
vincial contrai, and I think he will come
back ta nlfanhoad and wamanhaod franchise
for Canada. I may argue it out on the prin-
ciple of Dominion contrai, and the mani-
haod and womanhood franchise laid down
in this measure is the view of the Govern-
ment and of myseif as representing the
Government.

6o At is in regard to the voters' lis't; it does
not matter very muceh what tlhe argument
may be. The Govern.ment ay: "We realize
that this Crovernment bas the unidoubted
right to pass Jaws for tihe preparatilon, re-
vision and contraF' of the lisfts. We can
adopt, or not adopt, provincial lists as we
see fit; for the sake o~f convenience,, for the
lessening of expense, we have decided ta
adopt provincial lists provided those lists
are not more tihan a year old anid provided
an opportunity is given to make those lisrta
conform to aur franchise requirements."
That is, the proposai of the Bull. There ie rio
other proposai in it, in regard ta the voters'
igts, that is the proposai and that is the
result; and if the Bill in its present form is
adopted it will have this effect in Canada;
that in every province if there is in exis-
tence a provincial list, a regular provin-
cial list, which is nat more than one year
oId at the issue of a writ for an election,
that prima facie will be the electoral list,
at the general election, and an apportunity
is given to add to that lîsit the namnes of *all
persans properly qualified ta go upon it,
and strike fromn it the names of persans that
should be stricken from it. I do not know
that I need elaborate that point any mare.

In regard ta the franchise I submit we
are imposing no new, or im'possible, or
wrongful conditions upon any province. We
are imposing the principie of manhood suf-

frage and womanhood suffrage on the pro-
vinces of Quebec, Nova Scotia and Prince
Edward Island where they stili maintain
property qualifications, but as I pointed
out a minute ago the praperty qualifica-
tions are so minor-

Mr. CANNON: There are no property
qualifications in Québec.

Mr., GUTHRIE: None in Quebec P Then
the remark applies ta the provinces of Nova
Scotia and Prince Edward Island; I thought
property qualifications were required in
Quebec too. But the property qualifications
in those two provinces, excluding Quebec,
are so minar and s0 insignificant as ta
amount ta practically nothing. They have
practicaily manhood franchise in Nova
Scotia and in Prince Edward Island, and I
think if we adopt it throughout the whoie
length and breadth of the country we will
have bath a uniform and a satisfactory
franchise.

There is one other question which 1
shouid mention. It wili be remembered
that about a year ago this Parliament
adopted the principie of woman suffrage.
We did not adapt it in regard ta this pro-
vince, that'province or the other province,
but we made it as a law of this Parliament,
apply ta every province in Canada. I do-
p~ot think objection was taken at the time
ta aur constitutional right ta do so. We did
it and I think if objection was taken the
House certainly neyer was divided on the
principie. Within my iecallection it was
practically the unanimous wish of Parlia-
ment that that iaw shauld be passed
though 1 remember soine individuels in the
House et the time did offer objections. Weil,
by the present Bill we wiii impose'upon
Quebec and Prince Edward Island waman-
hood suffrage. I have heard it said that
thet is very much ageinst the will of the
people in these two provinces. But after
ail isn't it merely an appartunity that we
are giving them. There is no compulsion
in the way of voting under this Bill. It
bas been suggested that there should be a
campulsory vating clause incorporeted, but
by this Bill we are not imposing any duty
upan the people of the pravince ta do eny-
thing: We are nat asking them ta refrain
from doing anything, we are not penaiizing
themn if they do not do anything; ail we say
to the provinces of Québec and Prince Ed-
ward Island, where womanhood suffrage
has nat been adopted in provincial matters,
is -"Here is the opportunity. If you see
fit ta aveul yourselves of it weli and gaod.
Your women have a right ta vote, but, there
is no compuýlsion in the matter, it is merely


