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The negotiations which were set on foot during They have been prepared with a due regard
the recess between Her Majesty's Government to efficiency and economy, and the responsibili-
and that of the United States in reference to ties arising from the rapid progress of the coun-
the settlement of certain questions in dispute try.
between Canada and the latter country were, I Honourable (rGentlemen of the Senate:
grieve to say, greatly delayed by the Illness
and subsequent death of two of the most emi-! Gcnitlnicn of the House of Commons:
nent members of the commission appointed for I am confident that the important subjects I
that purpose. Considerable progress had been have mentioned to you will receive your serlous
nrade on several of the subjects submitted, but a consideration, and that it will be your earnest
serlous disagreement arose between Her Ma- endea
jesty's Commissioners and the Commissioners of vour to promote tfne publie Interest and
the United States on the question of;the delimi-
tation of the boundary between Canada andi The PRIME MINISTER (Sir Wilfrid
Alaska ; the question was referred by the com- Larier) moved:
missioners to their respective Governments, the That the Speech of His Excellency the Gover-
commission being adjouraed to the 2nd day of nor General to both Houses of Parliament be
August next, in the hope that, in the mean- taken into consideration on Monday next.
time, the difficulty might be overcome. Motion agreed to.

In compliance with the Act passed last ses-
sicn a plebiscite was held on the question of SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.
prohibition ; the official figures of the vote will The PRIME MINISTER (Sir Wilfrid
be placed before you.

I observe with pleasure that the mother coun- Larie e d i
try, Canada and other British possessions have Ta eetSadn omlte ftiHouse for the present session be appointed for
recently adopted a penny postage letter rate. the following purposes :-1. On Privileges and
The satisfaction with wbich thlis action has been Elections.-2. On Expiring làaws.-3. On Rail-
received by the Canadian people ls a further! ways, Canais and Telegraph Lines.-4. On Mis-
proof of the general desire existing amongst ceilaneous Private Bills.-5. On Standing Orders.

r.roof 6. On Printng.-7. On Publie Accounts.-8. On
our people for closer relations with the mother Banking and Commerce.-9. On Agriculture and
country and the rest of the Empire. Colonization,-which said committees shah seve-

I am also glad to be able to state that the rally be enpowered te examine and InquIre into
satisfactory condition of the finances of the ail such matters and things as may be referred

à ~to them by the House ; and te report from
country permitted a reduction, on the lst of urne ta time their observations and opinions
January lasit, of the Canadian domestic letter thereon; wlth power to send for persans, papers
rate, from .three to two cents and although such and records.
reduction Involves a temporary los ot revenue, Motion agrenýd te.
it la nevertheless oonfidently expected that the The PRIME MINISTER (Sir Wilfr!d
cheapened rae will prove of such serviceavsn Laurier) movedB:
the promotion ot trade and ln the general Inter- Tha t a Select Committee be appinted to super-
change of correspendence that, within a rea an- vise the officiai report en te dbates o fthis
able time, the revenue et the Post Office Depart- House during the present session, with power
ment will be reetored to Its former figure. to report from tme to tine, to be composed

thoMesrs. Beausoei, Bergeron, Charlton, Cham-
Muchinfrmaionhasbee obaind snceYOUpagne, Craig, Davin, Earle, Elli, Haley, La-

lait met reltive to the extent and value of Rivière, Monet, Richardson, Scriver, Somervile
the depasitset l gold and valuable mineraie in und Taylor.
the Yukon aad other parts gf Canada. The He salr-: This Is the same committee as
return fro the Yukon have se far proved suffi- last ear, with the exception only of Mr.
clnt temeet the heavy etePnditure It was fund Champagne, who takes the place t-Mr.
necelary to Incur for the purpoe of preserv- ChoQuette.
Ing law and order, and It bas been thought ex- Motion agreed to.
pedient ln the publio interextte authorize the
construetion of aglne f telegraph for the pur- REPORT.
pose of maintaining speedy communication with Report of the Joint Librarians of Par-
the people e those dIstant territories.

A meaure will be submitted te-you for l t r e
better arrangement of the electoral districts ADJOtsRNMENT-wsEAfEouMnM-
throughut nh Dominion, as £oseveral enact- BERS.
ment o alees oImortance.
centren of t ae Houe of Commons The PRIME MINISTR (Sir Wllfrd

The public accounts wll be laid before you, Lauier). beg leave to move, seconded by
better arrangheme otheeorl dsrrtshar

lj


