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VISIT TO THE MIDDLE EAS T

The Secretary of State for External Affairs, the
Honorable Mitchell Sharp, in the House of Commons,
November 19, 1969 .

I rise to report upon my visit to the Middle East, which took p
last week .

Canada has been closely concerned in Middle Eastern affairs since we
participated in the activities of the United Nations Special Commission on
Palestine, which drew up the Palestine partition plan of 1947 . We voted for
the United Nations resolution setting up the state of Israel in 1948 .
Recognition of the right of the state of Israel to exist remains an essential
feature of our Middle Eastern policy . At the same time, we try to maintain
an objective approach to the current problems of the area . Our essential
objective is that all states there should be enabled to live in peace and
security, free from threats of war or territorial encroachment .

For two decades, Canada has had military personnel in United Nations
peacekeeping operations in the area . Canada is also the third largest
contributor to the United Nations agency working for the relief of the Arab
refugees .

Our Middle Eastern policy has largely found expression through the
United Nations in New York . It was there that we took part in the steps
which led to the birth of the state of Israel ; it was there that the United
Nations Emergency Force was established . More recently, as a member of the
Security Council, it was there that we took part in drafting Resolution 242
of November 1967, the resolution that we feel offers the best available
framework for progress toward peace in the area .

My visits were a reflection of our long involvement in the affairs
of the Middle East, in response to invitations from the Foreign Ministers of
Iran, Israel and the United Arab Republic, and in return for visits paid to
Canada by the Shah of Iran, the President, the late Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister of Israel, and the Foreign Minister of the United Arab Republic .
More particularly, I wished to learn at first hand the attitudes and policies
of the governments concerned with regard to the Arab-Israeli conflict .


