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In trying to follow those principle& of policy how
were we, as delegates to the United Nations and as the governmen
in Ottawa, to react to the critical situation which arose?

We tried to maintain as bbjective an attitude as possible having
regard to our charter obligations and we certainly did try to
maintain as close and as friendly contact as was possible with
the United Kingdom and French delegations. We did not auto-
matically support the United States in every moves::We thought ~
the United States was wrong at the very beginning of the &ssembly
in rushing a resolution on the record at the outbreak of hostilities
recommending that they should be ended at once. We thought they
were wrong in trying to rush that through without sufficient
conslderation. We did not vote for it; we abstained, as I will
explain 2ater,

We thought the United States was wrong 1ast Saturday,
the last session of the Assembly which I attended and which in
some respects was a depressing session. 4 resolution was before
the Ascsembly at that time which, with & Belgian amendmenty ‘
should have received the unanimous support of every member of the
hssembly. With that amendment the resolution would have received -
the support of the United Kingdom, but the amendment was deféated
and the United States was one of those who voted against it.

4s I have pointed out, we were not able to support
the United Kingdom in all the moves it had taken, in all the
attitudes it had adépted at the United Nations Assembly. Distressed
though we were, we could not support the United Kingdom and
French stand on this matter although we did try, as Canadians
should and as a Canadian delegation should, to give the most
friendly consideration to the United Kingdom and French position.

4s to the charge that we have been lining up with the
Russians, that is just nonsensical chatter. If a resolution is -
right down there we vote for it whoever may be among our companions
in the voting. That seems to me to be the only possible course
for a Canadian delegation to féllow.

There are those in this country and there are some
whose views have been expressed in this House who feel that
we should have automatically supported the United Kingdom and
France, either because of the ties of friendship, indeed of
kinship with the countries concerned, or because they were con-
vinced the United Kingdom and France were right in the course
adopted and in the methods followed. Those who feel that way
will be disappointed at the dction we have taken. We thought
it was the right action for a Canadian delegation to take,

It was an objective attitude, it was a Canadian and
an independent attitude. Believe me, the Arab and 4sian
countries, including the Asian members of the Commonwealth,
were watching us as they were watching others very carefully
to see if our policy was based on those considerations I have
mentioned or whether we were just following automatically any
other power. If we had given any evidence that would have
Justified the impression that we were supporting without reser-
vation the United Kingdom and France in all their tactics and




