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Article 18

Transfer, acquisition, adaptation and
development of technology

i 185 The Parties undertake, as mutually agreed and in accordance with their
respective national legislation and/or policies, to promote, finance and/or
facilitate the financing of the transfer, acquisition, adaptation and development
of environmentally sound, economically viable and socially acceptable technologies
relevant to combating desertification and/or mitigating the effects of drought,
with a view to contributing to the achievement of sustainable development in
affected areas. Such cooperation shall be conducted bilaterally or multilaterally,
as appropriate, making full use of the expertise of intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations. The Parties shall, in particular:

(a) fully utilize relevant existing national, subregional, regional and
international information systems and clearing-houses for the
dissemination of information on available technologies, their sources,
their environmental risks and the broad terms under which they may be
acquired;

(b) facilitate access, in particular by affected developing country Parties,
on favourable terms, including on concessional and preferential terms,
as mutually agreed, taking into account the need to protect intellectual
property rights, to technologies most suitable to practical application
for specific needs of local populations, paying special attention to the
social, cultural, economic and environmental impact of such technology;

(c¢) facilitate technology cooperation among affected country Parties through
financial assistance or other appropriate means:

(d) extend technology cooperation with affected developing country Parties,
including, where relevant, joint ventures, especially to sectors which
foster alternative livelihoods; and

(e) take appropriate measures to create domestic market conditions and
incentives, fiscal or otherwise, conducive to the development, transfer,
acquisition and adaptation of suitable technology, knowledge, know-how
and practices, including measures to ensure adequate and effective
protection of intellectual property rights.

2. The Parties shall, according to their respective capabilities, and
subject to their respective national legislation and/or policies, protect, promote
and use in particular relevant traditional and local technology, knowledge, know-
how and practices and, to that end, they undertake to:

(a) make inventories of such technology, knowledge, know-how and practices
and their potential uses with the participation of local populations, and
disseminate such information, where appropriate, in cooperation with
relevant intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations;

(b) ensure that such technology, knovwledge, know-how and practices are
adéquately protected and that local populations benefit directly, on an
equitable basis and as mutually agreed, from any commercial utilization
of them or from any technological development derived therefrom;



