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logical conclusions. Many such procedures have been perfectad whereby binding
agreenents betveen states can be revised in the light of new insights; such as
the concept of "frameworke" conventicns and related protocsls setting out more
specific undertakings, and the use of annexes with simplified procedures for
revisisn. But even non-binding agreements between stataes have been effactive
in mobilizing international acticn, espacially on an‘cvolvinq basis in the
face of rapid changa.

Emergencies. Dramatic incidents have highlighted the need for
improved international capacity to assist countries to anticipata and deal
with emergencies which may otherwise threaten irreversible impacts. These
have ranged from industrial and power-generating incidents to oil spills and
raleases of toxic compounds that bore risks at an international scale and were
of such a magnitude as tc be beyond the capacity of most states to deal with
unilaterally.

while contingency planning centers have been set up in a regicnal
context, such as the Ragional 0il Combatting Center in Malta esatablished under
the Maditerranean Actiocn Plan, and a capability exists under intarnational
treaties to assist states in cennectien with nuclear accidents (under IAEA),°
the USSR has called for a new UN Cantaer for Elergency Environmental Assistance
to provide quick-response cooperative action ia critical environmental sizua-
tions and the Assembly has endorsed the Secretary General's proposed "Interna-
ticnal Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction® for the 1990s with an intarna-
ticnal board of trustaes, an axpert committee, a small secretariat , and a
trust fund.??

2. Ejvizenment and Development. Almost twenty years ago, in December
1971, the Ganeral Assembly recorded its satisfaction with steps taken during
the first year of preparations for the 1372 Stockholm Conference to address
the concerans of dov.l;ping countriss, including the 1371 meeting in Founex,
and recorded its views on a relationship that, judging by the tone of a

resolution on *Develcopment and Environment®, was still strained:

*Conscious that the sain objective of developing countrise is integrzced and cational
development, including induscrial developsent dased on advanced and adequate technaologiss,
and That such develcpment fepresents at the present etage the best possible solution for

a0at of the ensvironmental problems in the develcpiag mntzxu;n

wheraas the °"Founex” Report laid the basis for a positive daefiniticn of

this :elatianship, it was only the start of an ongoing process. Sixtaen years
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