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ANNEX 111

AD HOC PANELS

1. Ad hoc panels established by the Committee under this Agreement shall have
the following responsibilities:

(a) to examine the matter referred to it by the Committee;
(b) to consuit with the parties to the dispute and give full opportunity for

themn to develop a mutually satisfactory solution; and
(c) to make a statement concerning the facts of the matter as they relate to

the application of the provisions of this Agreement and, make sucb findings
as wiil assist the CJommittee in making recommendations or giving rulings
on the matter.

2. In order to facilitate the constitution of panels, the Chairman of the Com-
mittee shaîl maintain an informaI indicative list of government officiais knowledge-
able in the area of customs valuation and experienced in the field of trade relations
and economie deveiopment. This list may also include persons other than govern-
ment officiais. In this connexion, each Party' shahl be invited to indicate at the
beginning of every year to the Chairman of the Committee the name(s) of the
one or two governmental experts whom the Parties would be willing to make
availabie for such work. When a panel is established, the Chairman, after con-
sultation with the Parties concerned, shail, within seven days of such establishment
propose the composition of the panel consîsting of three or five members and
preferab>' goverriment officiais. The Parties direct>' concerned shall react witbin
seven working days to nominations of panel members b>' the Chairman and shaîl
flot oppose nominations except for compelling reasons.

Citizens of countries whose goverfiments are parties to a dispute shaîl not be
eligible for membership of the panel concerned with that dispute. Panel members
shall serve in their individual capacities and not as government representatives,
nor as representatives of any organization. Governments or organizations shall
therefore flot give themn instructions with regard to matters before a panel,

3. Each panel shahl develop its own working procedures. Ail Parties having a
substantial interest in the matter and having notified this to the Committee shail
have an oppor-tunity to be heard. Each panel ma>' consult and seek information
and technicai advice from an>' source it deems appropriate. Before a panel seeks
such information or technical advice from a source within the jurisdiction of a
Party', it shahl inform the government of that Party. An>' Party shail respond
prompt>' and fully to any request by a panel for such information as the panel
considers necessary and appropriate. Confidential information provided to the
panel shail flot bc disciosed wîthout the specific permission of the person or
government providing such information. Wherc such information is requested
froin the. panel but releas. of such information b>' the panel is flot authorized, a
non-confidential summar>' of the information, authorized b>' the person or
governiment providing the information, will bc provided.


