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9. Prevention of damage to the environment is preferable to the burdensome 
and expensive repair of damage already done. Preventive action should include 
proper planning of all activities that have an impact on the environment. It 
is also important to increase public and political gauntness of the importance 
of the environment through information, education and training. Responsible 
individual behaviour and involvement are essential in furthering the cause of 
the environment. Non-governmental organizations have a particularly important 
and often inspirational role to play in this sphere. Al]  enterprises, including 
multinational corporations, should take account of their environmental 
responsibilities when adopting industrial production methods or technologies, 
or when exporting them to other couatries. Timely and adequate legislative 
action is important in this regard. 

10. The world community of States solemnly reaffirms its commitment to the 
Stockholm Declaration and Action Plan, as well as to the further strengthening 
and expansion of national efforts and international co-operation in the field 
of environmental protection. It also reaffirms its support for strengthening 
the United Nations Environment Programme as the major catalytic instrument for 
global 'environmental co-operation, and calls for increased resources to be made 
available, in particular through the Environment Fund, to address the problems 
of the environment. It urges all Governments and peoples of the world to 
discharge their historical responsibility, collectively and individually, to 
ensure that our small planet is passed over to future generations in a condition 
which guarantees a life in human dignity for all. 
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