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The Klondike — one of the last of the wood-
burning paddle-wheelers that carried the gold rush
prospectors at the turn of the century — sits on
the bank of the Yukon River. The territory now
has fewer people (21,700) than it had during the gold
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rush, but it is producing more mineral wealth than
ever before. In 1975 it shipped $230 million-worth
of gold, lead, zin, silver, asbestos and copper. The
Yukon also has black bears, brown bears, grizzly
bears, deer, moose, wolves and a great many
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caribou. The 110,000-head Porcupine caribou herd
is protected when at home in a 38,700-square-
kilometre (15,000-square-mile) national wilder-
ness park, Canada’s first.
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