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600,000 Houses Since War

self, have brought a number of problems, not the least of
which is the supply of new housing. You might well ask
me the question - what success has attended our efTorts

in meeting this prollem? Since the end of the war the
house-building industry, aided by mun

less I think that ini 1ight of al1l circumstances
Job is being done. Argument may be made that -
of houses is not enough, but it is certainly th
that the number which has been built
upon the resources required to achieve ang maintain g
high level of house building. During the ear
years, and Occasionally since then, building
and in some places labour, were in short SUpply. This
- situation is now somewhat easier ang ity

_case that materials and labour are not g
~limitation ‘as they were.

o But probably a more important
'how we have done, is, how we are Presently doing? Tt

Wj_ll be recalled that, in the years immediat-’ely fOllowing
the war, the'increase in the number of new re

units progressively increased;until, in the years 1948

to 1950, there was an annual average of some 91,200 starts.
Then as a result of Korea and the necessity or turning

the nation's resources to the defence effort, there

was a sharp decline in the number of housing starts, which
dropped to some 68,600 in 1951. :

Although the voilume of New housing turneq
down because of an immediate diversion

been posaypie

during the last half of the year new Tesident
‘were fn excess of the 1950 rate of about 91,00 lustarts
year. I emphasize the word "rate" for
I do not wish this statement to be misi
the starts in 1952 were that number.

Buoyancy Likely to Continne

There is good reason to believe t
in new housing starts ma{ well continue intohigsghisngoyancY
and materials are available, mortgage rinancing ¢ ina our
reasonably good supply, and there appears g Strong effective
demand from prospective home owners ang Tenters. oot |
unfavourable feature, which varies as between communi t
15'the‘d1ff1cu;ty which may exist in the‘“unicipalitieses’
“being able to supply sufficient Sérviced 1ang 10500 100
volume of new housing. I understang that thig pae R
been as acute a problem in Greater Winnipeg as it nao ‘o
Toronto and other communities, but that availability -
serviced land here is becoming a mattep

Of interest and
concern.,




