
- 2 -

600,oo ouss Snce War
Favourable economie conditions together withthe large increase ln the population and even larger pro-porl.onate increase wbich bas taken place in the numberof fa.mili'esj, as well as the rapidity of this growtb it-sÈelf, have brought a nuînber of' pzrbblems, flot the least ofwliich is the supply of'newousing. You might well askme the,-question 

-what sucWess bas attended our efrortsin meeting thls Z!oýene? Since the end of the var thebouse-7building industry,ý aided by municipalltiesj provincesand. ýin 'large mea'sure' by tbe Federal Government, bas seento the erection'of some'60U0O0 new housing units. Âîtbougiall of us ïould like, to have seen more" bous.ig,ý fevertbe-less I think tbhat ir4 lîiet oft all ct.rcumstatces, a goodjob is being done. Argument may be made that the numberof hbus ,es is niot en.ougbý, butý it is certainîy tthe casethat the number' wbicb has been bilt bas put 'a strainupon the resourÙces required.to achieve and maintaîn abig~h level of bouse building. DuringË ýtie early POst-waryears, and occasionally since. then, building materialsand in some places labour, were in short suPPlY. Thi.ssituation is now som 'ewbat easie' r and it9s probably thecase that materials and labour are flot as important alimitation as tbey were.

But bav don ay a more îiportant question thanoiw whaedn is, bow we 'arePresentîy doing? Itwi).l be recalled tbat, lai the years îmmediatýély fOcllowîngthe war, theý-1ncrea:se-in tbe number of new eietaunits progressively increaseduIntî1, in tbe years 1948to 19505 there was an annual average or solue 91,200 starts.Then as a result of Korea and the necessîty of turnîngtbe nation1s resources to tbe 'defence effort, therewas a sbal'p decline in the number of ýhoUsing ttarts, which.dropped to some 68,600 in 1951..
Âltbough the voltime of new bousing turneddown because of an immediate diversion of resources forthie de±fence effort, the building ntsr ucî adjusted,isi and as soon as' conditions Permitted a greater~suypply of bousing was being produced tban baa1 been Posilbieimmediately after tbe outbreak of war in Korea.B thjmuiddle of 1952 tbe tempo of new strsha nduring the last half of the year new resd îde.î rateandswere in excéss of the 1950 rate of about 91,000) unîts ayear. I emphasize the word frate" fo~r the period beCause1 do n'ot wisb this statement tc be misinterpreted thatthe starts ini 1952 vere that number.

Buoyancy Likely to Cfitinue
There is good reason to believe that tht5 buoyanclin ewbous1 ng starts ma rwell continue iflto 195. Laouadmtr a ae avai3.Xbey motÊg fianciour ireasonably good supply, and 'teerearsa tro effetivedemand from poeciehom~e owners andj renters Oneufavorable féature, wbich varies as betwencmuitsist ediffiul ty wbi h a exist in~ tleWeen COfl luiti es ,bengab o ul sufîcient evie land for a largebolum e afne robin I uderstand that tht0 has notbee acte prble inGreater Winnîpêg as it has inToron o and~ othier communities,' but that availabîîit, o.serviced land bere is becoming a 'natter Of rInterest andcoZIcSFn,


