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heretofore, allow our friends to south of the line to On closing the doors of the Bank of Vancouver on
divert this trade into their own channels, to the detriment December 15th the directors issued the following statement:
of ourselves. "The directors of the Bank of Vancouver regret very

If both our Provincial and Dominion Governments keenly to bc obliged to announce that the institution has
took hold of this matter, and presented it in the right light been compelled to suspend payment. This decision was
to the Australian Government, I feel sure that a favourable reached at a meeting of the board held yesterday afternoon,
understanding would ensue, and that the benefits to bc and was made necessary for the following reasons:
derived would bc inestimable, and when once the tràde "l. Widespread and damaging rumors, resulting in the
between these two countries, built on a preferential tariff, loss of public confidence and heavy withdrawals of deposits.
is well under way, it would lead to closer relations in other "2. Inability of the bank to quickly collect outstanding
lines, and would enrich the peoples of these sister Do- loans under présent unprecedented conditions.
minions. "3. Failure to obtain financial assistance in the crisis.

]VOTICIS AXD ZXPZ,"ATIONS IÎT A IMOXUMNT "Since the failure of the Dominion Trust Company,

irinally, he Io of the opinion that the dirrerences in the size of the which shook public confidence, the Bank of Vancouver has

halibut heads la due elther to the differences In racial construction, failed to receive even a reasonable measure of support.
or to the modifying effect of climatical or other environmental feature%

Mr. Thompson found tbat along with differences In the lengtli of th Without doubt this is largely attributable to the damaging
head there wae also a simiiar difference In the caudal length, that in, rumors which have been persistently circulated regarding
length of the body; the Alaska halibut matures at a much smaller size,

beginning at about 29 or 30 Inches in body length, but no British the bank during the past month or two. To illustrate the
Columbia halibut han bee nfound at maturitY under a length of 35

Inches. 
nature of these rumors, it can bc stated that many deposit-

Some prominent fisherrnen on this coast have said that the halibut ors of the bank and others interested in its welfare have
lis cannibalistie, but Mr. 'Thompson makes ne reference to this, 80 It is

fair to, assume that the pioneer fisherman, like many other of his been well advised-some of them anonymously-to discon-

kindred, bas been drawing the long bow. Mr. Thompson says that the

halibut feed on crabs, anemones, star-flsh, sand lance, dog floh, rat fleh, tinue their business with the institution. The direct effect

the arrow-toothed halibut, octopi, grey cod, salmon and even red cod. of these rumors caused very heavy withdrawals of deposits,
He found that crab2 and grey cod formed the vast bulk of food for

halibut on many banks, while on at least one the halibut used many which an institution much stronger than the Bank of Van-

sand lance. Crabs and sand lance were eaten by halibut of small size, couver could not have continued to meet because of the im-
generally In shallower water, while the grey cod was eaten In great part

on the banks further removed from the shore line. Hence the conclu- possibility readily to collect loans under prevailing condi-

sion In forced that crabs and sand lance form ttie food of halibut inshore, tions, notwithstanding the fact that vigorous and persistent
while grey ecd are on the bill of fare when the halibut Is a long WaY efforts were made to do so. In addition to seriously affect-
off the shore.

When one realizes that the halibut is particularly the deeP sea

fish of British Columbia, and that the Information given by Mr. Thomp- ing the bank's policy of collecting, which was being pursued,
son la the mont authoritative yet presented to the publie, one Is led to the war indefinitely postponed negotiations towards secur-
the conclusion that the B ritish Columbia Government and the officlals

of the Depertnient of Fisherles are te be congratulated on the results ing additional capital for the bank, and it has since been

of Mr. Thompson'a work. impossible to resume these negotiations.
It niay be sald In passing that Mr, Thompson has been amoisted In

his lnveatl«atiOXX by work thut han b"Y"Pne In Europe with the "When it became evident that funds would bc required
plaice a the subjeet. As a MatteT Of tact, thé halibut Is a fiounder, or to meet depositors' demands, every possible effort was put
a plaiceý In nome parts of England It in called a IlHel'y Plounder," or a

pWce," because in times past It was particularly eaten on forth to secure assistance, and it was only after exhausting,
holidays. It may be of Interest also to know that the halibut belongs

to the genus HippogloSsus. all available sources that the directors reluctantly decided
to suspend business.

"The directors are confident that the depositors will bc

THE NAME OF paid in full, as the assets are ample; but in view of existing
conditions some time will be required for full realization.
The assets at the close of business yesterday amounted to

SonS approximately $1,098,000, of which about $70,000 is made upM. B. Fostu of cash, cheques, bank balances and deposit with the Govern-
ment at Ottawa as security for note circulation. The

AS B01TLERS OF liabilities are composed of deposits totalling $379,OW and
notes in circulation $325,000.

"Attention is here directed to the fact that on the 30thBass, Aie and of Novernber, 1913, a little more than a year ago, the bank's
total deposits amotinted to $1,507,000 and notes in circula-

cuinnq;*w stw tion $373,000. These figures are indisputable evidence of
the large reduction which has taken place in the bank's lia-

Io your guarantee of a ref"ing, bilities during the past year."
heaithW, invigorafing beverage The Government bank statement as of October 31st

one that tastes good to the lut drop for the Bank of Vancouver showed - Notes in circulation,
$254,762; deposits payable on demand, $220,920; deposits
payable after notice, $334,432; total liabilities, $912,137;
aggregate amount of loans to directors and firms in which
they are partners, $4M79; total assets, $1,532,786.

ASK FOR

M. B. Foster's Bouling Bu Ce S H E E P C Ong LTOB
The 118u« ' Bm d capital ............................ Il ......... $100,000

Sharon, Par Value ............... . .... ............. $1 éach
Home Industries a crylng nffl,

Read these tacts from Board of %,rade returins for 1018:
No. Value.

M M E DM RS su ff Sheep Imported froin Other Can&dlan
Provinces ........................... im fioo sism oo

Sheep Iineorted trom ircreIgn Countrien ... 491066 260,480
A

Value Imported for 1913 .......... 45 480

Ilrolltable Reaults Assumd.COMP Ilome ProductIon for ,an" 28,104 862:9.84
Foi, further particul"s apply, 13. C. E;EM" CO.. LTD.Tho Hudsonls Ba afty IX & NAM)Ol;mm. JORN 9. RANXIN,

Pender
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