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essentially from the first 0l)ject. What is usuaily called the
practical part-ability to speak, and write, pronunciation, etc.-
is muade quite socondary. The object, a very modest one ap-
parentiy, is to enjoy the literature inerely.

Suppose you have a neigbibour-eaul bini Mr. German---wbio
bas iii bis bouse some of tie most beautifuil mosaies. You. are
interested in m-osaies; and one dlay you decicle to go and
examine tiiose of Mr. G. It is your flrst visit te G-crman's, and
on, entering the bouse it is apparently quite dark. German's
littie boy, Grieb, who lias becu in your bou se vory frequeutly,
tolls yoin that 'what yon eaul darliness at bis father's is a far
clearer and mlower liaut te hi than yours, and meanvhile

difficuitY you distingyuisli a surface, rather darker than the
general sturrotindîngs, wbiieli Grieb proceeds to describe in de-
tail. Tbe first block, is of snob or sncb a slîape-comparing it
witb some you have seen-but tbe particular tint ho bas nover
seen anywhere but in bis father's bouse, and, notwithstanding(
bis efforts to describe it, yon. fail to obtain tbe ieast impression
Of the truc shade.

Howevor, you note witlî care the form of every block in the
comnposition as outlined by Griob, and pieco ont a mosaie after
tlhat pattern, but in Ilight yonr own and with yonr own tints, Lt
seems to have a certain beauty of form, and you couclude that
perbaps after ahl you have ail there is in Gorman's mosaie. An-
other neigbibor drops in and you tel] hima this mosaic is a copy
of that famous one of German's ; but lie laughs and teills yon ho
WVould nover have recoginized it. Not one of the tints, lie says,
is oven an approximation to any of Mr. Germau's ; the great
merit 0f bis mosaie consists in the wonderful arrangement of
tints. Hie tells you, too, that tiiose tints are due entirely to the
Peenliar ligbt and atmosphere in German's bouse, and that,
hike you, hie wvas a fow years previously unable to deteet auy tint
Wliatever in the composition, but hoe continued to live with Mn.
G. for Some yoars, and l)y daily ob)servance of couimon objecta
around him and of their more striking colors, and by earefully

'Otng heprecise standpoints from whicb the whiole German
fai iily invariabîy iooked at tbe individual blocks of tliese mo-
""les, lie ut Iast fonnd that bis appreciation of themn bad gnowu
to sucb an extent that lio becaine alînost as enthusiastie on Uhc
subject as Germian bimself.

Hee bad received considerable aid from little Grieb as regards
puire formu, but the boy xvas utterly useless on the question of
tints-. APpreciation. of tliese iînplied a radical change in your

Onvisual organs, or at least a refocusing of thoîn. As the
colors cannot be transferred to the ligbit of your owu bouse
Witbott their beauty vauisbingy, yen mu'st accnstom yourseif to
the bigbt and atruosphere of German's bouse. The, figure
We trust, is plain, and we shahl proceed to the application in
Our next issue.

UNIVERSITY LIBRARY.
We have often beard tbe objeet of private libraries discussed,

and tie Motives of their collectors impugned, but, tbat a public
library exista simply and selely for the benefit of the public is a
pnincipule we bad tlionglit too generally admitted to need re-
assertion And we concoive the same relation bctween Utce
library of a public and provincial institution, sncb as tlîe Uni-
versîtY of Toronto and its now large body of graduates aud
unegauts But an entirely differcut conception bas grown
1uP, and, what is worse, is bodied forth in tbe management and
leguiatiolrs of this important brandi of the University's funetions
~te conception that a library exists in and for itsolf.
In di scussing this question we view it more especially froru

the aide of the undergraduates, believing it to ho, ont of ail com-
Panison the Most important. The patronage of graduates ont-
aide of University Coloege is infin-itesimalÎ, and naturally s0.
fl a counntry at our stage of devolopruent, wliere young mcon,
In nîneteen cases ont of twenty, pass the door of the Examin-
tiOn Hall only te knoe't for admision into an active business or
Professional life, which hencefortb demandIs bis wboie attention,
there wihl ho littie enough time for bim to apend in reading
Works froru the library of bis Aima Mater. This rendors it
douibly urgent that every facility ho givep te the undergraduate

to make the best possible use of a privilege, the enjoymcut of
whicb is so limited.

We believo that so far' from this facility being afforded, the
regulations by whicb the library is conducted malie whatever
adlvantagc students rnay derive therefroin rather an accidentai
appendage than otherwise. Surely the objeet of a University
Library is something more than merely to save the cost of pur-
chasingy a certain small number of text-books !Thongh desira-
bic and apprciated by ail, thig is neitlier the single nor even
the inost important end ; yet, it mnust be admitted that iA is
the only one attainable under the present systeur. of manage-
ment. We refer more particularly to the regulation which re-
quires ail books to be presented at the Nvicket at 10 a.m., and
permits none to l)e taken away tili a late bour in the afternoon.
This restriction is perhaps justifiable in the case of text-books
in constant demand ; its application to ail classes of bookis is
wliDlly unjustiflable. Now, it seems to us that wbiat the great
mass of undergraduates desire, and whiat the Library should
supply, is the opportunity for wide reading. Thcy desire to
lay a solid foundation by close study of the texts, but they feel
that this alone is not enough without a fitting superstructure;
and the materials for this they would gather [rom the vast stores
resting upon the slielves of the University Library were tiiese
but ruade accessible. That tbey are not, a few words will show.

A studenýt must regulate bis w-ork witb a view soleiy to bis
texts and his lectures. The examination systeru renders
this absolute. is side reading can therefore be donc only
when opportunity arises, aud must necessarily be unsys-
temnatie. But thé regulations of the library require a method.
ical arrangement caleulated aecording to hours and even
minutes. Thcy thus simply prohibit ail reading outside
of the regular work of the curriculum. To require a bard-
working man in 4th Year Cassies to walk a mile in ordcr
to present at 10 a.m. sharp, a work of Ainerican biography wluiclî
lie obtaincd only at dusk of precedinug evening, is as senseless
as it is unýjust.

This rule bas not the excuse of doing a little harm for the
sake of a great gyood, inasmuch as it does very littie good at the
cost of great harru, and that, too, under circurustances wbieh
permit l)otll the removal of the one and the retention of the
otber. For wve eau, sec no obstacle to drawing a distinction bo-
tween the fcw books bearing directly on examination workc and
therefore in constant use, and thc thousands of instructive
and intercsting volumes entirely outside of tie curriculum. The
preparation of a list of the former is a matter presenting very
littie difficulty, and it would render practicable a rule by wbicli
the latter class of books could 1)0 taken ont and retained for a
week or such period as the coînmittec migbt sec fit. The resuit
would ho no less a roforîn than the throwing open to four lmun-
dred p)atrons a library of some twenty thousand volumes which
is now practically locked against them.

Another complaint, whicb we mention because we know it to
be gencral among undergratluates, is that, while couipliatice
with the most pett 'y details and fines for slighitest omissions are
exacted from tlîem with a spirit that wvou1d commend itself to a
Russian autocrat or a pecuuious.Tew, this sanie authority breaks
utterly down in the presence of the few other frequenters of the
library. Lt is patent to ail that books are talien out and retained
ad libition by certain individuals. Ou one occasion while students
were daily enquiring for Gervinus's on Shakespeare, that
bookwas in circulation amongy tbe members of the matriculation.
class of Upper Canada Collegye. Other cases are equally well
known. In fact the patronage of the library appears to bo pass-
ing ont of the bauds of the librarian into that of certain pro.-
fessors and othor.s; for students go to them and secnre books to
botter advautage than they possibly eau by presentiug themn-
selves at the wicket. This is not as it should ho.

We have rccently liad an extensive Iibrary opened in the city,
and it is suceeding beyoud ail expeetation. Tlîe great cause
of that sueeess is the ceaseless endeavotir made by its managers
to facilitate publie access thereto. Many of the mIles and
methods adopted by them could ho applied to our institutionl
with beneficial resuits. Aiready undergraduates are using the
Public Library in preference te that of the University. Lt is

evideqt something milst ho done to- incroase tie tqsefiilne8s an-4
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