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blad proved its uttcr wcakness, and haul vatily att iven to

tînd a place iii the bieart and conscienlce of iiîaikind.
These Anti-t'bîistian efforts have been unavaiiing bc-

cause of the character of C hrist Hlimaif.
No one in ail the range ofbhistory bas ever been subjet.t-

ed to sucb keen and relentless criticisnm, or h ou endured
so tnucb calumruy and înisrepreseiitation. i3linded by

prcj tice and hatred bis own couiitryineci accused honii of
blaspheîny and the whole Roman woid was preparel t0

take arms againat his systetn as a rank profanation and a

poitical lieresy. Writers of miany shades of thought
empioyed thétoseives in intntmiziitg ail H-is bcncficent
actions and reducing His unique virtue 10 a mere osattet of

expediency. Scuilions tnsinuations folicwed one ripon

another, aud tbe lifc the pti-e 0 an -vas prescttd through
the haze of impuirity in wlticb it svas regarded. Later
stili a sertes of Chists wcte gtvcis t the worid ;a mtnyht-

cal GCtrist , a ration aistic ('hrist, an i ntcilectual C hrist,
a perfect-inan Christ. I-lere lie is sfiaLioss and afar où ;

therc sse almost seem to s'e filmî, iîîw we lias e jtut
touclied the hein cf I-lis gairnient. Yct amtd ail îlîcse
phases cf tisougltt aud feeling, Christ ietnatied nincliang-

ing, the one lutoinous figure nt tise middle cf tht' ticepeni

ing gîoîn. Even sccpticîsnî bas now ccisfessed vlat

tn must long have feit, titat witatever (Chitst îîsay or may

flot ise H-e is not guiity cf ctnsetuus fi auti. iHe could îlot

hatve but up on imosortal fouîtdation a piincîpic of

morality from whici tbe regeîieiation of tce world pro.

ceeds, nor ccuid a number of ignorant, untroîhful inen

bave iabîicated the details cf a life whîcb lis its uniqute

subitmity transcends the widest visionts of the facts, the

nobiesi thought cf the philosopliers. The citaruicter cf

Christ is untoucbed hy ail tite cetnturies of rehuke and
criticisrn. Pîlate's confession bas become univelsal, - \Ve
find no fault in Him.- Hc is boly, barmicas, undlele 1,
separate froîn sîîîneîs. Lcoking aicng the lcss plane cfi
their restricteti visicon, it nsay be enougb for sortne forget-

ing their .biostility tn genuine admiration to cry, " Et-ce
Homo'" Lo the moani!" Be it ours reverentiy raisiiig

a gratefol eye to Heaven 10 cry, IlEýýce D-ec! ** Lo, the

God I' Anti-Chrtstian efforts have been unavaiig. aisn

because the evidences cf tbe Truth arc fotîtt ott examti-

nation t0 be satisfactoîy and coiiviîîcing. Th'e wisectn

Nsho laid tbeir treasuires at tise feet cf tite wcîîdrtîn' l ti

are btît a type cf tisose suc in every a.ge hajveocc andl

woiîdered anti adtîred. Christiaîttty lias cotn îneîiîed

itself to the uncat enliglitened unc ttdig.It gtves

no encouragement to ignorant superstition tir base cre-
duiity. It stands forth in the full sutishine, challeîigtng
inivestigation and biddîng ail men beholti its intajit ttc
proportions and ils lcfty aim. TPle gîcat A1 ,ostie cf tbe
Gentiles, keen in intellect, warîn in heart, is but the tîrst
of tbat countless liat cf noble men svbc discerntîtg the life

cf Christ bave kncwn in wbomn tbey bave believed. Ail
the influences cf early training may have been unfsvor-
able ,prejudîce and bigotry may bave opposed for a lctîg
time the entraîîce cf the light; but iii spite cf these tiigs
thse world's giant minda bave confessed the transcenttjnt
power cf the Man cf sorrcws, and bave entered the king-
dom of heaven witb the simple yet sublime faitb cf a
little child. The efforts cf criticism tc break down the
evidences cf Chrîstianity ar, lîke the effotts cf pygtoîes

t 0 overtbrow the tiveriastîng bis. Witb fccltshi gee
they may hcid up a little fragment-al temporary accretioti
upon thse surface cf the solid rock-aîîd imnagtne forscoih!
tisai tisey have made a splendid cnnqîîest ;buit tise tower-
ing mountain risîng bigb into the cicuds above, moRts
thern wiîl, the majesty cf ils awfu! silence.

But the mcii cospicucus failure of anti-cbristian
thougisi is ln the attempt to construct scmetbing wbicii
shail take the place cf Christianity iin buman lîfe. Sup-

pcsing tise Iuiderotis lesigna cf Hercd-faction could be
stîccessftil ani tbe yc)ttng, chîld's life tiestroycti, wiîat
King tnd Hero shahl se bave tlt is stead ? \Vhere shall
we look for attotiser Go.spel cf hop1 e ansd inspiration ? To
ibis qnuestin s, fair andl naturai, no adequate answer bas
been retu t ncd. \\ c watt tn vaiîn fcr soirethiiig wbich sîtaîl
stîpplaist tise monstrotis sutperstition tif Cbrtstenlom.
Keinove the Ditvinsc idoal cf flie ( lspel, aifftihe constant
aist pîttîful se îrch after atiotiter lias pros'ed itacîf an
titterly futile mtie. 'Pc ail the ea.gcr cties tof the heart cf
mec, 10 ail titeir inhntite ' earitings after tue utiseen and
eecrtt l atîti christian thottght bias littie 10 say. There is
p.aver cf tdestruction as it scemns bferce, hîiustering power,
soi king, îfteî aîinlcssly atsd stithout avaîl]. But tisere

is no vcrifving posver-no p50wer to buîld up attd 10 save.
1it tits regardi, cf a trîti, " he aie deaul xvo sougbî
lthe vtmuîg child's lîfe.'' And tise anti-chrtstias tbougbt cf
to-day virtuaiiy recognizes titis utter impotence. Tise
i tid shout cf igniorant tiumîsi wi tb wvii, ch tise world
eclioii' h itt the past, is beitsg sucî-eeded by toiles cf sadiiesa
ait, cot oii tesîtaît. ltne Macbîeth cf unselief bath
tîsîtircîle siepî. Tbe sceptîcistua cf our tîrne is essentîaiiy

1ics-imiisttc, a-sd it cjtt irly enserge front ils position by
îgîîîîrî in those sîlemi traths witlLh are written deep in
tîte ttntversai cons cince cf inankind. I)isaîpisintinent

its tise prescit if tiot c, uttutertiicteti by hope for the friture
iny settile 11510 tbe contvictions tlb t tise xvorld is but

Dc- Oneesert
Barreni atsd cold, o-s whîcb the wiid svaves break,
But nothing resta save carcases antI wrecks,
Rocks aîîd tie sait-surf weceds cf bitierness,''

and 0, we caîsuot beiieve even if we wucld, that sin is
mcereiy a miafcrtune resuiting froin enviroîsment, or the
aboorinal actions cf moiecular forces in hainga wbo are
pure aimiomata. We cauttot believe that the thoîsgis cf
a Neinesus oft evîl, slow-fîsotefi but sure,-tbe tlread cf
sotineîsg afc et-is tise wiiîi fiction of a diseased

tndersiansding. \e cannot itelieve that the appointed
goal of nsaiskind is a Nirvana cf olîlivicu wbere conscious
p 'r. îîsiility shail bc fîtrover desirusyci. Alignte pîcpbccies
arise wiiisin us, -- l)riPhseciea of immortality atnd eternai
life. The pesaîînism cf Herol can bc cured oîsly by tise
optinuisin of Christ wiso witliout tinding hy faise iscpes
isys iluwis the triiîb cf tîvo tilpen dons facis :ibe sic cf
to att, andi tie saivajoa iotf Gcci

1'hey are deid whicb soîsgbi tise youtng child's iife."
Tiiat is the enîling cf wickedîsess îscw aist aiwaya. Great
arîntes hsave coine agatitat the young chiid fiiied witb
boastful prtule andl comnfidence ot viciory. B y the breatit
cf the Lord the-y have perisiiet in a nigbt ; anti in tbs
îuorciîîg the angeis bave crîed : I Tisey are dead wbîcb
sotîgbt tise youîîg childas life.' Infidel bocks bave conte
fisrth to reftîte citristiassity, tc, sbow uts absurîhîties, to sweep
it asvay frornthie face of tis ecartis, ansd sîstn tiseir wseapons
have growîî rutsy frot tistîse, wiie the angeis hsave cried:
-''iey are decl wvhicb sotîglît the young chîldas life."

Critica bave advanscedi witb keen, nsalîgnant eyp, and
bitter batred rankiîg in tbeir lisarts determined to bunt
clown this monstrous susperstition sud reveai sonte better
Gospel ho mankind. But tbey have cnly eut thentacîves
withit lîeir cwn weipons aîtd bave fornd nus grateful con-
verts 10 share their saci olîlivitîn. Again tbe angel-voice
bas criel :''f bey are d.ed that soctght tise yong cbiid's
iife.*'' Anti il iii not reverseci for tise scientibic cîsiigbten-
ment and iiterary research cf tbe presenit day to accont-
plîsh a îasle wbicb bas been bitherto impossible. Christi-
anity lisas everyubing 10 hope foîr by tbe graduai diffusionof
kn owledge in regarîd b the gîeat world cf nsature and the

amafer but sutblimner wv rid tif mai. It caunot be long
before the kncil cf defeat shahl be souîsdied for those whio
are lifting tbeir voices nict against tite Eterosti Son,when


