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and wooden varandalis, togetlier w itit th'ir proju ctimg eiv-'s andf straw or
î'nsb-tlmatched roofs, giviitg tie place mnore the aspect ef an uittidily kept
and tlîriftless tari lieuse titan tîte Iwellitîg o? a religieus order. Tho ouly
building wbicb bad any setublance of architectural nomieliness about it was
the citurcit, with its large central cupola, surmounted by a Greek cross, and
flanked by two small turrets, likewise roof'ed with tin. I-'igb, narrow
windows were c-iitrivedl in thte wvbit'wasbea walls, from witicb, however,
the ill tempered plaster hacl tallen in mauy places ; tlîronigb these windows
thte wind sighed sadly, and thte birds of heaven built the.ir nests umîdis-

tnrbed above the meanly fnrnished Iiigb altar. A picture et uîiisery
and wretcbedniess. of poverty and niegleet, and yet, a most fitting abode
for the ignorant and boorisit cloister IiLe, whieb, in titese regions,
dirty, lazy and subsisting by begging, shambled titrougit lit' ini a sert
of moral aud m-npterial bopelessiness. Old citronicies relate titat tbe

monks of the West net infrequeîîtiy exchauged tite cress for th(, sword and
the cowl for the casque, ani that they went forth ready for thte iglit and
eager for it, and waged doughty warfare on behaît et the churcli aud
fatherland, and made the enemies et botit feel the weigbt et tîteir sturdy
blows; but wbe would bave expected freont tîtese Bimîgarian meniks auytbiug
but dumit, stupid submissiou i It was net an Ecelesia trianiplians uer
even anr Bcclesia militans titat was te ho seenr there; but eniy the most
sorrowful and afllicted et aIl suffcring churches: only a martydom witbout

Lry, wititout echo, a slow, lingeri ng sickening te the death, a needless
and inglorions suffocation in the reeking and fetid awamup.

0One ot the motks cught sight et the littie caravani from a distanîce
and went te intori tire Father Abbot ef the apprqich ef the strangors, and
te get thte roorny hall set apart for the receptioni et traveilers in eue et the
otlyinig buildings, ready for the expected guests: a task wlîicb, te be sure,
required only a short tirmie, since notbing muore was deotie titan open tbe
windows, wipe eff tîte heavy layer et dust which itad accumulated an inîch

th ick upon thte divans, the cushiotîs o? wbich itad onîce shorie wibli the
riait play et their varied colours, but were now taded and dirty;- or, pter-
liaps, bush down a fow ef the cobwobs which hung, tee low frein the
ceiling for comtort. Witile the iay-brotbers were pertormuing tbese duties
under the inspection ef the monk wbe liad announced the approacit of
the travellers, tire menks were gatlîering tog-ethor arouud tlie Abbot in tîte
court-yard, and when [lia's waggeon balted before the walls the occupamnts
o? the ruouastery, with their superior at their liead, stepped tbrough the
gateway te give their visiteri a trieudly greetiug.

"Welcomne te, uy humble bouse! " exclaimuied thte Abitet, addressmng
huiseit te- Werner, who occnpied the seat next te, Ili upen the first waggon,
and whem lie natnrally eneugit regarded as the chie? persouageofe the
expedition. Il Ve are Christiaus as weil as ourselves, and it is with peculiar
pleasure titat wo open te yen our gate. Praised be Jesàs Christ."

IlFor ever, amen!" answered Werner,- wbo was acquainted witb the
custeins et the East. "We shaîl net abuse your bospitality, venerable
iFather, uer trospass upen it long. We inteud buîtting, in these meunitains
and, if it be permitted us, will gladly remember your lieuse in the division
et our game."

'the wortliy A.bbot bowed a courteous response witb dignitied grace,
whie tite mouks, net seeking te conceai their pleasure at tbe prespect et
thte promised dainties, excbanged siguificant glances, as if tbey already
iuhaled the delîcate saveur which the fat roast veuison diffnsed aronnd the
tables. As they stood there witb their beny, c:arsely-bnilt ternis and
unlovoly countenances ef a strongly marked Slavonic-Tatar type, tite oye

turned giadly frorn theni te rest upon tite face and figure ef their Abbot.
A delicate, slender, aimest emaciated tern was Itis, witb cieariy cut and

noble features, eminently ecclesiasticai, but far freni monkisit in their
cliaracter. The ontdine of bis face bad nothing iii corn'un witb that o?
tite monj.s over wbom lie raled ; thte retined and promia-.ut nese; the

absence of beard, theo long flowiug itair, streaked with silver, tailing ligbtiy
upon bis sitoulders ; the large, dark, penotrating eyes ; the deep, tboughtfnl.
furrows between tîte hushy eyebrows, ail bore sulent but eloqu 'mît testirneny
titat titis man was ef a very difforent stamp te titat et the Bulgarian
monk. This mani's lite, assuredly, bad net been pissed amid tbe senlless,
mind-destroying siotit et an Eastern cleister. Thtiî face gave ne reflection
of an ossified monacbism occupied witli the paitry gessip o? the couvent,
or immersed in the outward observances o? a meelianical devotion. Like
this Abitot in thte remote MLenastery et Badadagit those Byzantine (Jhurch
fatiters must bave appeared, ef wliom itistory relates that they dominated
alike over court and people by the magnotic influence ef their glance and
te powor o? an irresistible elequence.

Tite bunters were prepariug te enter thte umonastery; but, witb a
courteous smiie sud extended bauds, thte Abbot ch- cked their advance.

ilMy lioneured guests," said ho, Iliii contornîity witlî an old custom,
1 cannot suifer yen te cross this tbreshold until I learu wbe yen are, wliat

are your naines, where yo dwell, and wlience yo ce ne. It is aise well that
people ho, mutually acquainted betore tbey enter inte dloser relations the

eue witb thte other. One speaks more treeiy and with iess censtraint witen

eue knows beforeband what eue must net say or Ir id best leave nnsaid."
The introduction wss scon made. The name, mationaiity, descent and

profession of ecd et the party were smilingly mn de known te tbe Abbot

by the Secretary, wbo cencluded by saying titat they were recommended
personally te the good offices o? the Abitot by the Pasha o? Isakeba Wlto
prided iiseit on cbeing a tniend and old acquainitance ef the venerable
father.

I thank yeu," repiied the Abitot: Ilthie Pasits and I are known te

eacit other of old, and although we differ in mauy tbings we love sud

respect eue another mutnally. If lie bas net told yen my naine suifer me

te tell it te you myseit: I amn called Cyrili by the bretitren, anI I strive te

do ne discredit te thisiname wiici lias been conterred upon me, ait'd whicLt was

once borne by a prince of the church. But," said lie, interruptiiîg hirnself
and looking inquiringly upoil Enrikicia '' Who is titis inaideni whoiin ye
bring witb you 1"

"lThe bride of our guide, the Bulglarian, Jusa," auswered Werner witile
bie took the maiden byý the baud and led bér to Cyrili. "lShe is styled the
rose of lsakcita, as we were assured by thte Pasha, and site wvell deserves
thte naine, for no fairer rose blooms in ail Bulgaria."

Il A blooming rose in very truth ! Stili titere are many roses in our
gardenis, and each is distinguished from its sisters by soute particular naine.
Wbat is the naine of the rose of Isakcba 1

"Eurikleia, venerable Father. "
Eurikleia ?That is surely a foreign naine?"

"She is a Greek."
Greek 1 " exclaimed the Abbat, and a faint flush suffused bis pale

and wrinkled face, a clear, joyens liglit sparkled in bis eyes, and taking
both bauds of the maiden in bis lte drew Eurikleia towards im with a
kindly winuing gesture. "Thou art a Grock 1 So art thon doubly welcome
to me 1 For tby family is froîn iny own land, lovely rose, and my old

beart is filled with pride and joy titat the fairest rose in ail Bulgaria is a
Greek. iVay'st thou be the best and purest as well as tbe fairest ainongst
its women, Eurikleia."

Eurikleia itad kneit before the venlerahie Abbot, and, in accordance with
Eastern custoun, kissed bis baud respectfully. He bent over her kindly;
tlîey excbanged a few words softly in their native Greek, and lie laid bis
rigb t baud, as if in blessing, upon lier itead.

The bunters gazed nlot uuîuoved upon this lovely picture ; but noure of

tbera perceived thte agitation wbicb liad suddenly overtnastered the Turk
w.len he saw Eurikleia aud the Abbot enaged in conversation. Demir

Kerani itad uuderstood nothing of the foreign tongue; but it seemed to Itis
simple soldier's j udgtînett tbat the beautif ul yonng Christian witom lie liad
received orders to conduet to lis mnaster was goirtg to be suatcbed frote his

grasp by this monk aiid bis monastery. Mauy a tirne and of t itad bis
comirades, wbile upon the marcb or seated around their bivouac tires, spoken
of the Christian maideus wvio, in order te avoid tbe splendid slavery of tbe
Grand Seigueur's harem, had suddenly disappeared behind the walls of a
couvent. And, se the simple, rude soldiery were wont to relate, when the

iteavy door of the cloister had once shut bebind a girl there was rio power
in heaven or on eartb whîcb could bring back the vanislied one, for

deeper, gloomier titan the deepest grave of thte Moslem was the cloister Of
tbe Christians. Iu tite former, away yonder beneatit thte sbadow of thte

siender cypresses, waving- gently to and fro in the wind, tbey slept quietlY
and sottly amid the sengs of the birds and thte joyous laugitter ef tbe littI8
Turkisb cbildren ;but itere, bebiud titis convent wall, life itself was îived
no more, bore there was natbing but the silence ef eternal deatit. So the

Turkish soldiers were wont te speak, and what wonder if Demir Kerain

believed ail tbey said i What wouder if ho believed that titis very day,

now, just before bis eyes, tbe couvent gates were going to open te suatch
from bis grasp thte maiden destiued for tbe harem of bis sovereign ?Sitould
sncb an insult be offered to bis master and bie staiiding titere ?Was not

bis good muskot in bis haud 'i was not bis trusty yatagban bangiug by bis
side?1 And was not bis naine Demir Keran: holi wbo breaks iron-and
Christiaus too, if need be ?i

His mind was sooni made up. Witb a bound, as titougit ho were tryilIg
to seize a fleeing doe, the Turk broke tbrougb the liue of tbe gazing huntero
and grasping Eurikleia witb bis pewerful hand, exclaimed:

"Let bier go! By Allah! You bave ne business with lier, site belOflgo
to my master, thte Pasha of Isakcita

"Thon liest, dog ! ilere is my master 1
Enrikleia, wbo bad sunk almost proue upon thte earth beneath the"

beavy itand of the soldier, as site uttered, or ratber sltrieked the wordo,

wrencbed berself suddenly from biis grasp and lay, ere Demir badl tiale t
prevent hier, flnsbed and excited ou Werner's breast, bier flasbingo eYeo
turned proudly upon tbe Tnrk, aud seemingly cliallenging him to dftre t'

molest ber turtber. Witb a passienato gesture sbe twined lier at
round Werner's neck ; it was froma bit sbe sougbt help, fromn bimaW
liad proinised to defend lier. Werner toit lier warm breatb upofl his

cbeek, lie feit the heaving, of ber be-mom againist bis breast, hot feity sIo,
itow bier straiued m~uscles quivered witb thte tension, and bier littie bl
ciasped him round tite neck like bands o? iron. A mist seemed tO PO
before tbe eyes of tbe startled youffb and bide every object f 0

bis view except tbe trigitteued girl wbo was clingiug to bis nec
and as lie ield ber locked tighitly in bis arms, as ie passed. t
band protectiugly round bier sileuder torm, as bis eyes gazed dIowa

bers, ie foît ail tite intoxication of romantic youth. It seem ti0al
bis wbole beiug itad blossomed forth in eue exulting sprioued.

bie titougbt neither of the astonnded hunters wbo stood gazing r rds

nor of the uuhappy Ilia, wbo, pale 'as deatit and riveted to thto groui-th
was staring fixedly at tbera both ; uor o? tbe furious Turk Who
bis baud uipon the bult o? bis yatagitan appeared about te attackte"
nor o? the oid Abbot, wbo bolding, back tbe soidier, stood speecblesa 0 f
bis troubled and frigbteued utonks. rb

"Fear notbing, Eurikleia," be wbispered softly iii thte ear ef the tre
iuclingiug girl, and drew bier nearer to bis bnrniug lip3 ~lP~

and defend thee, lovely rose.. Be mine, fair rose," bie addod as hoe 90ZC
lier eyes, and pressed bis treinbling lips upon bers. yil

A deep blusli overspread lier face, sho did not avoid tite kilss 'Ayf
seemed even as if she returned it, thon snddeniy she locose4d liers0lt frO~
lis armis., e

"No!1 " site exclaimed, as site dt'ow bierseif ftrom Werner, 0

"no 11 amrn ft ny sîster! " dest
"Enrikleia! caîni thysel?!" answered Werner, wlio batl une


