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beroic attractiveness of Gladstone's cliaracter, foir the autiîo
is known to be a Canadian Tory. In the volume before u
we have nearly five lîundred pages of worsbipful nîarrativ
by a Conservative, whilein tbe preface a representativeniembe
of the most proirounced wing of the Canadian Liberal part3
burns incense made from ail the sweec spices of adulation t
the former hope of Il stern, unbendingl( Tories." The greatnes
Of the man lias long commanded varied liomage and îrîockeg
even eneinies into reverence of Iris spleurdid powers an
strenuious nature. But tliougb M r. Hopkins is air entîrusi
astic admirer of Mr. Gladstone, the narrative before us i
îîot urîcritical. Hie sees tire spots in the Suri, but this (10e
noV cool the ardour of lus veneration any more than 1ookiný
tiirough. the telescope at Kensington would damp the devo
tion of a fervid (disciple of Zoroaster. Twenty-six years agI
a young London journaiist wbo bad beeîi irouglit up inii
Tory Irouse, but who having beard Gladstone in tire Hous(
of Commons iii 1867-8-9, wrote, siîortiy after the publicatior
of IlJuventrîs Mundi," an article for a London Liberal
newspaper on the great pariiamentary leader, wvlo xvas ther
nît the zenith of Iris power and greater than perlraps bie eVer
slioweîl afterwards. The next day tire principal proprietor
of the paper liappenied to caîl at the office and said Vo tie
editor tîmat rio doubt Gladstone was a % ery gyreat mnan, but
tboy did not think bien at god. It was impossible for nt
generous nature to heur him speak in tire House of Coin-
rions, and, as it turned out on tIre piatform, witbout comng
uînder a speil. Nor sliould une tlîink weii of tire young man
wiro could stridy Iris life witlîout tnrking fire as tire drama
unfoided itSeif, iiiustrated by achieveiienve so great arnd
scenes su strikirrg, its fataiity toucing to regret i'atVier tîran
stirring Vo inidigrnationi, and Acirilies ,'swift, of foot "' dies
fromt a wound in Vire licol. Mr. Giadsýtone's eulogists wouid
dlaimi for bini speciai distinction as a liigli, moral statesmun,
yet tire impartial iris toriait in estiînating his life as a public
iran nrry be forced to say tîrat tire oniy standpoint froni
wbichi tire shîrdow of failure fulis on bis zreat persoirality is
thrut of etlrics.

The miass of readers viii Irot apply Vo a life so varied
aird successfui a close anulysis, wiîie iii priva te anrd public it
affords wliat înay iruirstiy be lîeld Vo be (lesirabie instruction
and exanîpie. Biameiess irn ail] relations,, froni youtir Vo age,
frorrr sclîuolboy to Premrer of the rniglhest of empires, lire
shrows wliat purpose an(l labour cari dIo. lus life especially
teacîres thre valuable lesson-row usefully and with wliat
profit Vo oneseif aird tue Stute litera-y uctivity niay lie coin-
hined with politics. But its greutest value is tîrut it is
calculated Vo inspire-to excite Vo enthusiasm-wlîiclî. is tire
nrainspring of great deeds.

This is flot the place Vo discuss bis changes of opinioni,
bis extraordinary and convenient faciIity for convictionr.
Admit ail the Iniemishes in bis life, and yet it stands ouit that
of tire grreatest politician of the nineteeth century, xvithl
wvliclî xve oughit ail Vo be famniliar and famiiiarity with wliich.
is caiculated ýo mîake us better politicians and better mîen.

We were about Vo close bere. But xve have om-ittedl
omie of tire most inturestirig features in Giadstone's career.
lie is the vast link connecting the era of parliamentary rule
with platforma rule. Si' Edward Russell said Vo the witer'
in 1868, as we sat in tire guliery of tire Huse of Commuons,
that hie tirouglît Gladstone speciaily capable of swaying large
ruasses of people fromt tire stuiîrp -- placiiig bimu ubove BrigÏît
in capucity in tis direction, wlîo, bowever, was certuinly a
,greater orator. It turned out Sir Edward Riussell was î'iglit.
The Oxford Double First became a great Tribune, and eadsily
t'oremost as a nmanager of large public meetings. i, even
ireiped Vo bning in the era of the stump whichi is now glonified
ii ail Anglo-Saxon commnrities. He is to-day one of the
iast, if flot tire last, of a gr(iup of great mon wiro iiiustrated
panliarnentary life iri the state]y days of Peel anrd Canning.
lie is the fir'st and greates8t of Virose who have ruled Engiand
anrd the Emnpire by niean,ý of tire iîeuted berna of the
platform. NnCmiOLÂ-s Enooi) DiviN.

Letteis ti) theu Ed.itoi'.

DELEKDA EST CARTHAGO.
Suri,-- Ir r'eferring Vo ami article 'vhich appeared iii youm'

issue of October 25, under the heading Delendu est Canthago,
I do noV wisi to be understood us expressin.g uîry Opinion as
Vo whetlîer or not tire reasons tîrere given for' Anrican hos-
tiiity to tlîings British are weil or illfounded, but I desire
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'r to ask the question :Supposing themi to be w'el founded
ýs wbiat practical object is there to be gained by, figntively

espeaking, Iljabbing one's finger " at the Americaxi Eagle?
r It may be taken for granted that the Americans xviii col"

tinue in the future, as in the past, to follow a poicY lookin
otowards what tbey conceive to be their own interests eXC1U-

s sively in fact, at selfisbi policy ; but is tîrere anytiiii Sur-
1prising iii tis ? are flot ail nations more or less selfish 1 t
1seeins to mie tient other civilized nations- owea debt Of

g Cratitude to the -United States. Have thev flot during the
s1 last fifty years swallowed an awful dose conitfgo h
S (lregs of surplus European biunanity l Are they not to-day

yiii the tbroes of acute indigestion as a conseqUence, sti'ugg'
ing to assiinrilate tîrese dregs and make good citizenlS ont 0f

) the scum. of Christendoin 9 1 think that the Amen cans -le-
t serve our syripathy and best wishies for their success in tie

contract they have undertaken. MVtbu wihn o id
r estirnate any danger there mnay be to the British Enmpire

froin the ill wili oif tire lrad element amiongst Ainericans. 't
seerîrs to nie that otîrer dangers are rrruch mnore ifliiflCflnt
and that oui' tinie and surplus cnergv would be far better

*employed in (ievising mecans to mieet the dangers with ývbich
we are actually face to face, If the Britishi Empire is tO lie
dismiembered, it matters littie who stnikes the blow. Thiat
power, or combination of powers, onlv cari stnike the bloW%
wlio cari defeat us on the sea the momnent xve are weakei at
sea tlian an', possible combination of our rivaIs, We iay
make up oui, minds tbat we slhah be attacked. The safety
flot only of Great Britain, but of each and] ali of hier de
pendencies is eentred in the iBritishr navy, and in its abilitY t)
commîand tIre Sea. Irouclads, nowadays, take a long tinle
to l)iiil(I. Tt is flCxt VO impossible to buiid and er1UiP i
battleship in a less period than two yeiîrs. Tire fate Of
natiians, when an appeal is made to tie sword un(lei modern
conditions of warfare, is settled iii a mucli sliorter tile. Cor"
se(1uentiy, at any given tinre we mnust figlit witlr wvliteVer
shîips and guns we have at lîaid. It xVill be too jeate tîren tO
findl out tliat our navy is flot as powerfui as we liad iniarili'-
ed it Vo be. [n 1897, unless Great Britain puts forward a tre-
mendous effort in tIhe meantinie, the conîbined fleets Of
France and Russia will slightly preponderate The Puirnt
of friction between tiiese powers and Great Britain ai'e fat
more numierous and the defeats tlîey have suffered at lier
hands far more galiîg tîjan is the case with any other
powers. Howsolicitous, thren, fromi every motive, inaterial as
well as Sentimental, siiould ail] lier Sons lie for the meniriten'
ance of at British navy equal to any task it mnay bave tW per-
forai. D)o we, as Caniadians, f ully realize the importance Of
this question ? Tlîe question of the food supply of G'e"t
Britain in case of war is attractiîîg attention. The DoOIiîk)
ion of Canada forîns tue natural base of supply for food, sec
ing that the Northî Atlantic route, of aIl VIe trade routes of
the world, is tIre ne whlri, lix i Vs sbortness and sitiiati'1'
can be most easily defended. The establishment Of Il
powerful fleet of mercantile cruisers between Canada and
Great Britain, wvill secure Britain's food supply and at the
saine time develop the resources of Canada. To that poliCY
slîould the statesmen of both countries address tiiemselve8.
The branclh of Vhe Navy League now being formed ini Toron-
Vo will performi the duty of calling public attention Vo the
discussion of Viiese vitallv important matters. Branches Of
the sanie Leatgue are starting up ail over the Empire.

H. J. WICVHAM,
Secretary pro tein.,

Torotooct 3ot, I95. Navy League, Toronto Brancli.

"AN ASSUMPTION 0F THE OPJ3ONENT8 OF 8FPARAýTFE
8CHOOLS " ANSXEEIM).

Smi,-Will you kindly allov me spacp in your excellenît
paper to reply te, the treatment of the above subýject as itap
pears in at communication of your issue of the il th inst. ? One
Whio siçens liiniself Il C." reviews the lettens of Principal Granit
recentiy publislîed in the Toronto Globe on the M.,nlitoba,
'Sehool Question, and flnallv deals with wlrat lie Venus a Il rli'
darîrental argument of tire opponients of Senarate Schooll'y
"Tire denominational system. of public education1 vas entirey
swepV away," said Mr. Blake ini bis arguîment hefore the
Privy Council. "lWas it possible to say that riglts or priVI,
leges of the Roman Catbolic minority hand noV been initer-
fered witb or prejudiced by tbat change?~" And yet Ivr.
Blake was noV asking the court to say what the-interfereice
or prejudice xvas. When the Lord Chancellor declared what
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