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plet, to say nothing of the citizens in the streets liable to bejellied

Eg. Octave Uzzane is a book worm and bas been sent to
Egyprt by the Pzgaro to look around and nake a Joshua re-port o the country so as to bring water to the mouth of the

antions not in possession of the land like the British. M.
Lans" observations are original. He admits that since the
English cieared out Araby Pacha they have materially de-

Vsist e country and fixed up the finances, thanks to theassistance of France. That will be news to Lord Cromercho is said to be a most humorous man with all whom be
cones in contact, the Khedive excepted, whon Lord Cromerapparently never visits without bringing the birch with him.
Thegcorrespondent does not believe the Englisi have theSlighres intention of evacuating the country ; every year
tHev reinain clinches their permanent grip more and more.
pie ecunends France to take a leap i the dhark and comn-
pel Joh Bull to retire. It is the first tinte that solution
bas been proposed ; there is nothing to prevent France try-
'fg it save the consequences. One power can declare a

but it requires two to ittake peace.
The weather at last commences to supply proof that the

end ut the world, by refrigeration, as sone philosophers pre-dict, is not yet at hand. The sun, in addition to shining
withsing, radiates heat. Gardners commence to partWith their sepulchral looks-i amt aware of thrce Who actedascoal porters during the winter-and farners are-less
teoOpy. Coals have fallen in price and wheat as an upwardtendency, which is better than to be on the down grade..ierchants and traders discount the signing of peace betweenChina and Japan. It is no harm to hope for that result,
especially if it will opeit up the Chinese Empire to trade.
The son of Heaven would be wrong to expect that evenWlhen Le fixes up the quarrel with his cousin, the Mikado,the Western powers will reimain silent onlookers, should
Le resunte the old tacties of boycotting foreign devils. ThePrestige of China is destroyed. Oniv in commercial and in-
durrial efforts can she expect to win forbearance and to
terit success ; ber resuscitation is at that price. Dismei -
bennent, henceforth, throws its sbadow across lier chamiberduo.

The Communists of all shades, and their nante is legion,
elbrated the " l8th of March, 1870"-birtltday of theirlan for the regeneration of France, especially by "fire"-Waich purifies everything-with plenty of gaiety. There

nothing fee-faw-fumntish to make even a squeamislttnonarchist or a bloated capitalist uneasy. The troops wereflot censigned to their barracks, nor were extra squads ofPolice held in leash. The anniversary meetings were num-erous The "upper ten " communists feasted andfeted inboteis, but the rank and file were invited to come to meet-'g and to bring their own creature comforts with theni-tart avoided discussion of bills of fare. Picnic people never
ar into insurrection. The trysting places - inside,

the urse-displayed fewer red and no black flags ; instead,the alls were ornamented with the nanes of the berues oftie Commune who died for the cause. Sote of the sur-
r tave teathered their itests ; one is a millionaire inArleica, another is Senator, somne are deputies, one even isalrencih Ambassador. Ail the guests drank, but not inThin 'silence, to the 35,000 Communists mowed down by'Thiers, MacMahon, etc., etc, Plenty of poetry was recited,dert Plays acted, and on the stroke of nidnight, with Cin-

erela punctuality at all the meetings, the carmagnole was
in9-quite a jolly jig air and then danced to. The meet-
the Pornally voted resolutions condemning the presence Ofleader unci fleet at Kiel. Deputy Janies, the very ableat f the socialists and a born orator, seized the occasion
h1ad 'f the midnight picnics, to declare that the socialistsen'e, confidence in the promised reforns of the Govern-
laent. the prolétariat will construct itself, step by step, the-wer that will assure its accession to supreme power.
tb Coquelin, the actor, had been cast in his suit withthe o 500 fFrancaise theatre and bas to pay costs, plus afihe of 500 fu, for every time be plays without the consent
Stehardi Francaise. He acts all the same at Sarah

eveig h eatre and his fee, 500 frs., is seized everye Te is on duty and lodged in court till bis appeal beeally the tlatter bas no chance of success, because it itrat. state that prosecutes Coquelin for breach of con-

Bad business in all professions in many countries appear
to synichronize. There is one that mierits more than a pass
ing notice, that of the theatre. The poor actors appear to
have no law, and less justice on their side, and it is to be
hoped that the Emperor of Germany, who bas taken the
natter up, will succeed in his projected reforms fori the
evils are also commnnon to France, and the renedy as needed.
No artist can be engaged at a theatre, save by the services
of a theatrical agent, who bas the first bite out of the actors
wages. Even should the latter contract an engagement
directly with a manager, le must pay the agent, whom le
does not even know, all the samte. And that fee is deducted
eveit should the manager becoine bankrupt after a few
representations. Henceforth, in Germtany, no manager will
be allowed to open a theatre or engage a troope unless he
gives solid security for the rent, gas, and salaries of bis
artists. There is yet another iniquity to remove ; artists,
whether Gerian or French, if engaged for a month, can be
dismtissed suntnarily at the end of a tfortnigit, without any
compensation. It is to be ltoped that a deputation froin the
sock and buskin world will wait on Premier Ribot, and
claint his ltelp, to apply the principle of " equality " between
tf.o high contracting parties to be establisied. In the
height of the season, an actor may be sent adrift frotn an
Antwerp theatre, for the abuse exists in Belgium,and by theend of the season may find himself stranded at Marseilles,
having wandered over France seeking enploymtent. EmperorWilliam ought to issue a sunptuary decree, regulating thestock of wardrobe glories of an actress ; the gaudy costumes
cover often defective talent, for fine fearhers do iot make
fine birds. Sardou ias inade bankruptcy permanent in
theatres by his scenes, fitted up and out with artistie
upholstery, and dresses to match ruinous staging.

The cab fare difficulty does not yet appear to be
resoled ; the drivers dislike the experimitent of one franc
per first 15 minutes. Then the horo-itmile tteasure is not
yet the one thing needful, it lacks simplicity and suretv, and
will regnire a calculating boy to work the clock nachinery.
Eaci apparatus costs nearly 100 frs.; that for the 5,000
cabs of the " general " comtpany's veticles, means an expen-diture of ialf a million of francs, and result, uncertain.

The pictures that are now most admired, and that fetch
the artists nost mnoney, are those whose subject is a groupof celebrities, im their best known attitudes. After all the
greatest study of nankind is man, save womnan. A young
painter had next to finished, for the coming Salon, a groupof the leading " Ladies of the Repulblic." There was nuch
negotiation employed to engage them to consent to be paint
ed together. At last a triangular duel ensued between three
of the beauties, and the artistic party was broken up. But
the painter will not suffer any loss ; each of the dissident
bas offered to pay his bill, on condition that he will destroythe canvass. Sucb iconoclasn was never known since Mrs.
Mackay, wife of the Silver King, burned ber portrait, as
painted by Meisonnier, or since Mr. Whistler waslted off the
head of his Lady Eden.

Mashers iad better beware of tmantraps in Paris. One,
quite a won't-go-home-til-imorning swell, had a row with a
cabman a few days ago, at 2 a.m. A policeinan was called
to decide, but feeling unable to give a Solomnon decision, in-
vited both of them to follow himtî to the Connissary of Police.
The latter was ione other but M. Goron, the ex-chief of the
detectives. He heard the case for both sides. " I think I
have seen you before at the Central Police Office," said be
ro the Masher, with the gold eye glass, kid gloves, and smel-
ling of musk and insolence. "Impossible," replied the Masher.
"Your address 7" " At Colombes." " Have you any iden-
tity papers on you ? " " None." " Then I arrest you till I
ascertain who you are." M. Goron drove to Colonber; found
the Masher ltad a splendid apartment, etc., but discovered a
vast correspondence ; the Masher was the head centre of a
society of forgers, swindlers of stolen values, etc. Goron
then brought the Masher to have bis head and ankle boues
measured ; bis identity was soon established ; le was a
recidinst, had put in three years in prison, and had been
sentenced eight times for thefts. Important arrests in the
capitals of the world will follow that "find."

The Telegraph-Cable Commission lias been " two years
at work," studying how to cut out English companies.
Result of its labours, recommending the laying of a 30 mile
cable at Obock ! And when the cable, Marseilles to Tonkin,
direct? Z.

467


