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’fhe éOIjl‘Iiest .of all epiticisms I read were
Verdi"‘ 1‘1.11311 Indulged in a comparison of
'ive; ‘I‘ivl_lstnn". with Nieolais “‘Merry
tfa of W m(.lsor. ! ) 1‘1149 German’s beau-
the It‘m} pg)etm rnrus_xe is as different from
ur alian’s s‘pm-klmg.uud springtly hu-
from 1;:8 the German libretto is different
Conoy Elat of Boiro._ The entire German
dmergtfon bf the principal character is
s gy ‘Dﬂt from that of the Italian's, ‘or, as
th MOst natural, because it is national,
erman  treats “Falstafi” principal-
mOSt?ga toper, while the Ttalian lays the
faip tresg upon his predilection tor the
Vgt e-‘(‘. Bom‘to's verses moweover are
ang ¥ superior to the German libretto
Are at  times excruriatingly funny.

LIBRARY TABLE.

A I
DEPLORABLI AFFAIR. By W. .. Now-
. A DEADLY DILEMMA. By
Grant Allen. (Shandon Series.) New

TIYOPR: Tait, Sons and Company.
eo‘.er"f“‘-‘ tales are Inclnded under one

“Iﬂnt they will atford an hour’s diver.
be B‘” the reader, but we have seen mueh
¥ work by Dhoth authors,

& e
TORUN FROM INDIAN WIGWAMS AND
NORTHERN (AMP FIREN, By Bger-
ton Ryerson Young. Toronto: Wil-
lflhu Briggs.,  Montreal: (. W.
Contes.  Halifax: S 1. Huestix.
“Runlqreading‘ tales of adventures jn for-
the +. "‘if. the thought so often oceurs to
toypitelligent  Canadian, what better
'Y ¢an there be than hix own to sup-
fap gmb?l'ial for such stories. From the
Ote nol't‘hland, whose shores the Arctic
tng . Washes, to the Acadian peninsula,
o ;‘ﬂtwﬂr«l to the warm Pacitie, what
Wety, TUItful so0fl for the pen of the story
st T? Mr. Young, who Is a Metho-
'Il;o;giﬂsfonnry, In this most readable and
Lte]y e volume of nearly 200 appropri-
the 'y Mustrated pages, has well told
ot 11 9T¥ of hls wanderings in the land
Worg . udson Bay Company. Missicnary
o ’;‘DOP‘C and adventure, ashore and
Bepy deseription of seenery and of man-
Yapr U Cugtoms of Tndian tribes : obser-
iy ,u“ on .the country, its past, nresent
‘ngy y ure ; apecdote and story of lourney-
All seasons--mainly by dog-sled
¥ oo l0e-—are all told brightly, cheer-
1 Instructively. This book may
Riryy" ¢ Dlaced In the hands of boys and
D“re ke, Tt is a worthy specimen of a
o&n,,'dive't‘ exceedingly interesting book of
Sreqy An travel and adventure 1In our
NOorth-land.
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y vONDITION O THE WESTERN
AARM‘ER. By Arthur TF. Bentley,
- B. Balt!more : The Johns Hop-
‘0S Pregs, 1893,

Thie
‘]"hn:m" I8 “another contribution to the
Mgt Hopkins  University Studies  in
4 oy and political seience, and as
b, Happ] fieation of the subject, the case
Muky 2 SOR townsh'p, Hall County, Ne-
Mo o Considered. After earefully dis-
:"Gn D the question from a variety of
Pedit. 0ts, such as land values: rents:
u"ex,‘,i taxes, and markets, and having
h?’.? 0 Sketel of the coloniza(ion and his-
{“‘lng qhe township selected, as well as
t‘1011 of'et"“(‘d, the present economic con-
gl the fapiners, Mr. Bentley concludes
!: Nehr;:ly man who undertakes farm ng
th Orqer kn at the present day, requires,
;hree t f’” be assured of success, at least
“”e Oa“ngﬂ,—first, that he have some
‘holl hﬁgPItM; second, tabt he possess
t‘&t e:snEBs aualifieations, and third,
l‘uhe.”" (meglﬂrg‘e any extraordinary misfor-
Q'N.ﬂnﬂ) ning possibly grasshopper in-
i the 0“11'(1 lte emphasises the necessity
1y Stap, TE88Ion of these qualifications by
hle.'- agriculturists of the present
“'(’Pou‘gh ® «hould be inclined to add-a

W, knﬂwledge of the conditions

”eno:m tarming hased on practical ex-
life, and even then, we
Om this pamphlet, his life will
m rose-coloured.

gﬁther f;’f tarm
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“THE LIFE OF A BUTTERFILY,” &nd
“BRILEF GUIDE TO THE COMMON-
ER BUTTERFLIES OF THE NORTH-
ERN UNITED STATES AND  (AN-
ADA By Samuel Hubbard Send-
der. New York: Henry Holt and
pany. 1893, ¢]

Who has not chased a butterily ? To
most of us the butterfly is associated with
the bright memories of early ehildhood.—
the summer They-day of life, when we
gathered wild strawberries and roses in
the meadows, amd, hat in hand, gave
vigorous chase to the eluding butterily.
It remains for the ccientitic specialist to
continue the pursuit through life and
to make the world wiser by hix knowledge.
This is what Mr. Seadder has done in the
two excellent handbooks above mention-
ed.  The first is what it protesses to be,
“A chapter In Natural History for the
general reader” and describes the main
events in the life of the milkweed butter-
fly cledarly, and at the same time compre-
hensively, A table of contents, an index,
four illustrative plates with an explana-
tory statement of themw, are included. The
latter book I8 more elaborate, and for its
size, we doubt whether a similar work
can be found In which the subjeet is nmore
satisfactorily treated. We are ratisiied
that no one interested in the sabject ean
be otherwise than well pleased with' the
extent and variety of information, the
clearness of statement, the careful classi-
fieation, and the helpful explanations and
nstructions for collecting, ete., which its
enthusiastic aunthor and compiler have
provided for him.

ONTARIO'S PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS ;
or a Cenmtury of Legislature. 1792 —
1892, A Historical Sketch. By
Frank Yeigh. Toronto : The Wil-
linmron Book Company, Ltd. 1893,

Mr. Yeigh has gathered within the 170
pages ol thls interesting volume a large
amount of information appropriate to, or
assoclated with, the history ol the Parlia-
ment  bulldings of our I’rovince. “The
first parliament of Canada,” says M.
Yeigh, “is supposed by some to have been
held under an oak tree which is  still
standing—with but few of its sturdy old
branehes left—at the southern limit of
the beauttiul property known as the
Anchorage.  The same tres is nlso point.
ed out as the one on which two American
spies were hung during the war of 1812,
Others hold to the opinion that the up-
per room in a I'reemasons’ hall had this
honour, swhile others claim that it met
in a camp tent, and that Simeoe took
his seat on a camp stool when he deliv-
ered his address. Still another riter
clatms that Navy Hall was not only Sim-
coc’s official residence, but that it was
the original m-e!Ing-p'ace of (he Leglila-
ture.” The locality was then ealled
Newark, later it became the old town
of Niagara, and it i8 now known
as “Niagara,” The village then had, says
Mr. Yeigh, about filty houses, and the
population of Upper Canada was only
about ten thousand whites and as many
Indinans. On the 17th September, 1792,
the {irst Parliament of Upper Canada was
called together, and was composed of the
fol'owIng persons : John White, Attorney-
General ; John Macdonell, Speaker : Angus
Macconne’l, Cle1k: George Law, Sergeant-
at-Arms: Rev, Mr. Addlson, Addizon; John
Booth,—Baby . Alexander Campbell, Pet-
er Vanalstine, Nathaniel Pettit, Hazleton
“pencer,——Young, Jeremiah French, Iiph-
raim Jones, William Macomb, Hugh Mae-
donell, Benjamin Rawl'ng, David Willinm
Smith, and Isane Swayzy. Governor Sim-
coe having decided to move the seat of
government to York in 1796, a new house
of Parlifament was completed, “‘on a small
piece of cleared land, but a stone’s throw
from the waters of the bay to the south,
and the forest to the north and east, while
not far to the west there stood a grove
of fine oak trees—a remnant of the origi-
nal forest, and an irregular road led to
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it from Castle Frank, oo the banks of the
Don. This road now forms IParliament
street.”  As to the condition of York (now
Toronto) at that date we are told that
“a few new buildings had been erected in
addition to the twelve log houses and
the barracks that first formed the settle-
ment.  Vessels approaching the banks
threw ont a gang plank to the muddy
shore. To the north, the Governor’s sol-
diers had hewn out a roadway to Lake
Simcoe, a distance of 30 miles. OI1d set-
tlers who passed away during the ‘fir-
ties,” were wont to tell thrilling stories
of the bears shot on King street, and the
howling of the wolves at night in the
vicinity of the Parliament Buildings and
the market.” -~ But we must not linger
over interesting details. The above bulld-
ings were burnt by United States invaders
n April, 1818, together with the lih-
rary, wstate papers and records. In Ieh-
ruary, 1814, Parliament was held in the
“ball room” of Jordan’s York hotel which
stood on King street, near Berkeley street,
aml we learn that several succeeding ses-
sfons were held fn A residence oceupled in
after years by Chief Justice Draper, known
as “The Lawn.” and which stood at the
north-west corner of Well'ngton and York
streets. In 1818 the foundation of a
new Parlinment house was laid which
was completed In two yvears: this build-
‘ng nyvas brick, and oceupied the site of
the old gaol, near the corner of King and
Berkeley streets, and in 1824 was destroy-
ed by a fire, caused by an overheated flue.
The sessions of 1825-6, 1827 and 1828
were held In  the old  general hospital
which stood hetween King street and
Hospital--now Richmond street. TFrom
the hospital the vagrant TParliament
journeyed to the old eourt house which
stood in the block bordered by King,
Church, Court and Toronto streets: here
as well as in the old hospital, manv a
stormy debate took place as the spirtt of
re;orm moved on the waters and sueh men
as John Rolph, William T.yon Mackenzie
and Robert Baldwin made their welght
felt. Im 1832, the old familiar buildings
on Front street, between ¥ mcoe, Welling-
ton and John streets were occupied, and
during the years of {heir chequered his-
tory, have been used from time to time
as & court house, university and medical
school ; am Insane asylum; and a bar-
racks. In 1892, the new buildings which
stand in the Queen's Park, Toronto, were
completed, and for long years to come
will be the home of our provincial jegis-
latfon.  Of these buildings like most
things political, opinions viry. They were
built at great cost from plans of a United
States architect. Tn many respects they
are admirably suited to the purpose, but
we by no means deem the pile to be as
lmpressive, noble or as worthy of the pro-
vinee as Mr. Yeigh represents. Lists ol*Gov-
ernors and Licutenant Governors and Mem-
bers of Provineial Legislature and United
Partiament from 1792 to 1892, are pro-
vided, and anecdote, story, speeeh, ger-
mane to the subject-imatter, enliven the
pages of this creditable and servicable
compilation—whieh, we may add, is al-
s0 abundantly illustrated.

——————

PERIODICALS.

“New Occasions’” iz the title.of a new
magazne published in Chicago by Char-
les H. Kerr & Co., and edited hy Mr.ByF.
Underwood. The July number contains
a number of papers dealing with social
and Industrial questions.

A welcome and useful periodical s
“The Johurnal of Hygiene and Herald of
Health.,” FEvery month it brings to its
readers wise and able advice on matters
of health. The July number continues
the excellent notes of the editor on Hy-
glienic Treatment of Indigestion. There
are valuable notes concerning health. The
ygieni: series for women, is continued by
Jennte Chandlcr, and other geasonable mat-
ter completes the number,

Cassell's Family Magazine for July has
a pleasing frontispiece portrait of the




