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READINGS FROM CURRENT LITERATURE.

TRIBUTES TO THE DEAD POET.
In Memoriam.

FRos purest wells of English undefiled
one deeper drank than he, the New World’s child,
0 in the language of their farm-tields, spoke
‘he wit and wisdom of New England folk,
aming a monstrous wrong. The world-wide laugh
fovoked thereby might well have shaken half
he wallg of slavery down ere yet the ball
d mine of battle overthrow them all.
—John Greenleaf Whittier.

James Russell Lowell.

, (Horace’s Odes, 1., 24.)
Gop 8ave thee power to make such music as should soothe
§; Our wounded hearts, Melpomene ;
™8 to us now, for, oh! we mourn, without regret or shame,
Bt One most beloved. ) 7

ernal sleep clasps our Quinctillus, whose like nor Honour,
Truth, Justice, nor Loyalty shall see again !
men wept, he died ; Virgil, our friend is gone!
Yet all thy tears are vain—
st not call him back ; nay, had thy lute
bSUbtler magic than the Thracian’s harp
T ¢ould not yummon from that Yonder Shore

® Phantom that has crossed thereto.

By good

Thou can

Hard—hard is this!
sweet Faith lightens the burthen of the cross
We clsowise could not bear.

—Eugene Field, in the Argonaut.

Ang yet

THE INTELLECTUAL MOVEMENT IN RUSSIA.
ov Fron whence does the deep gloom which predominates
°r Russian literature proceed 1Is it the effect of the
& Winters, whero, ay Ladislas Mickiewicz says, a yellow
inot S¢en with diffizulty reveals the existence of the sun
hi & afternoon? Is it an outcome of the political regimé
me“’h keeps suspended over the heads of the citizens the
pean?“_" O_f Siberia? The fact is undeniable that the most
esslﬂ}lstxc of our writers do not approach the depths of
v Pair goen in the works of the Russian novelists. The
Y strange statement is made that the greatest poets and
k.m“ncers of Russia have had horrible destinies. Pouch-
Goe and Lermontoff suffered violent deaths, Nicolus
lnegOl died in a state of mind bordering on insanity, tor-
Nted by g sickly religious exaltation, and trying in vain
“ttanh Something earthly to which he could again become
Ols(; ed.  Tourgueneff was a prey to profound melancholy.
0st°} has subjected himself to t,he_acc!xsat,lon of mgdness;
thep °J0W8ki_ was transported to Siberia early in life, and
giv‘;’ logt his health. ] P?rh;‘zps the best reason is b‘he one
gpmn ¥ Ladislas Mickiewicz, tha.t. the dark pictures
fl‘on?d %0 lavishly throngh. the Russlan romances, comes
ful fﬁhe fuct that in this kind of literature alone it is law-
int Or the ardent complaint of the people to voice itself.
'igorory and journalism are submitted to a dlsc1plme. 80
OXce Oy th.a.t neither one nor the other dave do anything
’ea(ipt to interpretwthe policy of the Government. To
"iah& Ussian journal is simply to be informed as to the
he ® of the Crar and the orientalizing of his politics.
cei‘,eg‘)monal tendencies of the Russmn. reviews are per-
Noc, Trather thau indicated, and one is reduced to tl?e
Writ:my of reading between the llpes; not t.hat which is
the en, bu.t that which one would like to write. Among
o 0 IOng Russia  writers: Joukofski, Pouchkine,
J'ew;i?m?”" Nicolas Gogol, Tourgueneff, Tolstoi, Dosto-
the !, Garchin, Veretchagine and Soltykofl, the latter is
gy, 0“1}" one who has approximated gaiety by the use of
Fry)' Therefore, says Mr. Mickiewicz, it is well for
. 1% to road the Russian novels. The evil in them will
4 er‘ulout bad eflect, because her condit'ions are entirely
the . D¢ from those which inspire Russian writers, and
of f(an'H be benefited by their great o_rlgmallt;y and dept!}
e, oling — Pranslated for Public Opinion from the Paris
Ye des Kevues.

) ELRASTUS WIMAN'S LETTER,

tmuj‘“‘HE long letter which Mr. Erastus Wiman has taken the
8 ’l‘? to have cabled to England is, a Canadian correspond-
in%] Ttes, ag misleading in its statement of facts as it iu
pabp 2t in tone.  The audacity with which it prdsumes on
John‘c Ignorance is extraordinary. The charge that Sir
acdonald alone was responsible for the tariff wall

by 4 ¢0 the United States and Canada is at once upset
Yoy Simplest statements of the facts of the sase. The
‘hdpm(’:lty trial, which Lord Elgin negotiated in 1854,
Vg ich conferred such advantages on both countr_ies,
St&tabmgated in 1886 by the sole action of the United
) hy reﬂ’ and numerous attempts to improve trade relations
&y, Peated delegations to Washington were rejected by
Sy, Ylean (fovernments almost with contempt. It was
Yang Y When it was quite manifest that only by the sur-
ffeel.er of national independence could. Canada expect
Sy, trade with the States that the national policy was
Wy “lated by Sir John Macdonald, and the great task
Ingy, Snterag upon of wmaking Canada as commercially
the Pe0dent of the United States as was possible under
Bl Wecumstances. FEven Sir John's forma'lly. expressed
Svop v 188 always been to enter new ne'go.t.latlons when-
%, M ““‘}(ia’s neighbours showed any willingness to do
4 hig appeal to British loyalty in the last election

TIHHE WEEK,

was coupled with an undertaking to use every endeavour
to meet the wish of Canadian people in regard to free
trade with the United States. Mr. Wiman is singularly
unfortunate in selecting the fishing industries of Canada
to illustrate his point. Party cxigences at Washington
alone prevented the acceptance of the Washington treaty
which Mr, Cleveland’s Cabinet had accepted as a fair
settlement of the fishery question—a gettlement largely
due o Sir John Macdonald’s wise diplomacy. If Mr.
Wiman would devote his cnergies to denouncing in his
own country Mr. M’Kinley and his tarifl’ he would be
better employed than in falsifying facts in connection
with the memory of Canada’s lost statesman.— Manchester
Eraminer.

PROFESSUR HUNLEY ON 'THE IRISII RACE.

M. Awritor Besyerr, author of “ John Bull and his
other Island,” has received the following letter from Pro-
fessor Huxley :  * Dear Sir,—I am very much cbliged for
your interesting volumes. Years ago I had occasion to
visit many parts of [reland, and my impressions of the
country and people accord extremely well with yours.
They are the most charming people in” the world to have
to do with in business, the transaction of which requires
neither punctuality, accuracy, nor moral courage, and with
all their surface bonlkomic, they have as keen an eye to
the main chance as the children of Israel. The Irish
difficulty lies in the nature of the people and the physical
character of the country, plus the operations for the
Papacy to make Ireland the base of operations for tho
religious reconquest of Great Britain, The last is pro-
bably the key to the present position of affairs. The
bishops want to use Home Rule for their own purposes,
and the price, | take it, is tho endowment of their
churches and schools: and it would not surprise me if
the assisted Education Act just passed through the House
of Commons wero made a precedent for legislation on
that subject before we are much older.  Ever yours, very
faithfully, T. H. Huxley.”— English Paper.

UNIVERSITY EXTENSION,

Ir is worthy of remark that the idea of university
extension has taken root in other than BEaglish-speaking
countries. A Danish correspondent writes to the Oxford
Glazette in regard to work in Denmark : ¢ About five years
ago the undergraduates of the University of Copenhagen
undertook to give free instruction to the working classes
and others who were in need of such instruction. Courses
were given in languages, natural science, and all subjects
commonly taught in high schools. The rooms in which the
instruction was given were lent free by the schools and
other institutions. The movement succeeded, and after
three years the organizing committee applied for and got
State aid, to which, however, no conditions were attached.
It was only an encouragement given to the brave etforts of
the students. The undergraduates now give free legal
advice through competent men, and the movement is
extending in every direction. Branches of the central
gociety in Copenhagen have already been established in the
chief towns of Denmark, and it is only a question of time
when the whole country will be coversd by a network of
gimilar instruction.”—Science.

THE O'GORMAN M AlON.

H first went to Paris, and appeared at tho Court of
Louis Philippe. His handsome face and form and his
readiness to fight, and his formidablencss when once in a
duel, soon won him fame and favour at Court. He became
the friend of the King and intimate with Talleyrand. All
the brilliant society of the capital of fashion was open to him.
Women loved him, men gought and c¢nvied him, his ene-
mies feared him, and his fortune rose high. With Paris
ag a contre of opoerations, he travelled ovor all Europe dur-
ing the next fow years. All sorts of wars, great and
small, were waging, and The O'Gorman Mahon wag in
them all, now a captain, now a colonol, now a zeneral,
He fought under nearly every (lag, and distinguished him-
self among the brave wen around cach Earopean monarch.
He went over into Africa, he fought under the banners of
Oriental princes. At the end of ten years of this exciting
life, for which he never lost the keen edge of appetite, he
returned to the county Clare, and sat in Parliament for
five years. At the end of that time he was beaten by five
votes. He left his native country and did not return to it
or to England for twenty yoars, He threw himself into a
career of adventure with renewed encrgy. He was now
in the full strength of his manhood. Hardship, restless
activity had not impaired his health or strength in the
least. He could still drink, ride, shoot and fence with the
best and bravest. Women still found him first in attrac-
tiveness, with his bold, almost beautiful face, and his rec-
ord of reckless daring, and his low, sweet voice that could
say compliments or deadliest words of anger with equal
grace and force. After remaining in France a while he
went into Russin and joined the hunting party of the
Czarewitch to shoot bears and wolves in Finland, The
Czar made him a licutenant in the international body-
guard, which gave him rank above most of the generals,
He fought against the Tartars, visited China, India and
Farther India, camped with Arabs, fought under the
Turkish flag, then took service with Austria, then drifted
back to France and joined an expedition to South America.
He first fought in the armiey of Uruguay and then enlisted

. to the end of his life.
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under the Chilian Government. There he changed from a
soldier to a sailor, and rose to the rank of admiral. The
wars in Chili being over, he travelled across the mountains
to Brazil and became a colonel in the army of the Kmperor
of Brazil.  When Brazil was quiot, and not a speck of
war-cloud was in the horizon of South America, he crossed
to I'rance.  There were ramours of war in Kurope. He
found his old friend, Philippe Egalitd, departed, and
Louis Napoleon governing in his stead. But the change
of government had no cffect upon the fortunes of the
knight-errant. Napoloon gave him a colonelency in a
regiment of chasseurs and made him a lion at Parig again,
But ke romained only a short time and went to visit the
German Ewmpire.  His fame had gono before him, and he
was roceived with marks of high favour. Count Bismarck
and he became bosom friends, and their friendship lasted
He also became a favourite com-
panion of the Crown Prince. For no one could equal The
O’Gorman in his graces of conversation. To his natural
talents were added the thousand thrilling, strange, unusual
experiences of his long, restless life. But ago at length
began to tell upon him. The customs of the times had
changed. Duelling was no longer the fashion, and per-
sonal daring was no longer the feature of war. So he
returned to Ireland and re-entered politics. He became
an intimate friend of Gladstone, and it was to an enquiry
from that gentleman that he replied: “I have fought
twenty-two serious duels. And in all my life [ have never
been challenged. I was always the aggressor.—New
York Sun.

ENERGY AND CLIMATE,

I't is curious how whole populations of intelligent peo-
ple jump at conclusions that are flattering to themselves
while utterly in contradiction of the best established his-
torical facts. One of the most widoly accepted of these
piecos of nonsense is the dictum that human enorgy is
effected by climate. Now the fact is that human energy
has reached its fullest development in every kind of
climate and in every latitude except the frigid zone. The
equatorial regions furnish us with the history of Car-
thage and Egypt, the heated latitudes give us Tyre and
Sidon, Troy and Babylon. Then, in those latitudes
which are now sneered at as effsminate and enervating, we
have tho unequalled science of Gireece and the matchless
mastery of Rome. But, nonsense, say our theorists, do
you not see with your own eyes that people will not work
at the South, while they will at the North ¥ Is not that
the effect of climate 7 Is not that botter than history ¢
On the contrary, we find that in our Southern States an
extraordinary amount of energy has developed since the
war.  We find that a population which undor former con-
ditions was charged with indolence and negligence is
under the new conditions credited with an energy and an
enterprise that have redeemed its country from the deso-
lation of ruin and brought it to the front of progress and
prosperity. Thon look abroad. In the very same line
of climate, everywhers, you will find the two extremes of
industry and indolence. The Southern Chinaman, Sia.
mese, Hast Indian, Kgyptian, is laborious and industri-
ous ; the West Indian and Central American rofuses to
work, The enterprising Yankeo himself lives in the same
climate and region where primitive savages scorned to
labour, The hardy, industrious, persevering, enterprising
highlander of Scotland, the Swede, the Norwegian, onjoy
about the same icy surroundings as the lazy Esquimaux
who hibernates like a bear. What, then, is the explana.-
tion of this vastly varying experience of human energy
that infuses one gencration with enterprise and industry,
while leaving another in tho disgraceful fetters of sloth
and indifference? Why, it is simply—motive. The
motive makes the man, and the population is the repeti-
tion of the man. The greatest of all human wmotive
powers is hunger ; the next is ambition. Hunger does
not move the West Indian or the Central American
because the fruits of nature are for him both plentiful
and free. The climate exempts him from the necessity of
roof or clothing, while the wild banana forest gonerally
feeds him and his family. o knows no other needs and
does mot comprehend the philosophy of making himself
tired. But if some American natives were transported to
Siam or China, where every inch of land is under fonce at
a high rent, where nature is in slavery and where food
implies incessant labour, he would soon find himself work-
ing as hard as his neighbours. Contrast the ancient
Roman and the modern, The former was consumed with
the fires of ambition. Conquest and mastery were his
dream day and night. There could be no rest, no repose
while something remained to be conquered ; no danger,
no bodily labour, no intellectual training was avoided that
might help to the covetel end. But such fives burn out ;
modern Rome is hut the scoriz: of the ancient voleano.
s ali this climate? Would Vesuvius be more active at
the Novth Pole 1—New Ovleans Morning Star and Catho-
lic Messenger.

“ A Boox of Scotch Humour ” illustrates anew of a
native of Annandale the saying that a prophet is not with-
out honour save in his own country. “[ ken them a’,"
said the rustic, speaking of the Carlyles; “ Jock’s a doc-
tor aboot London. Tam’s a harem-scarem kind o’ chiel,
an’ wreats book an’ that. But Jamie—yon’s his farm you
see owre yonder—Jamie's the man o’ that family, an’ I'm
prood to say [ ken him. Jamie Carlyle, sir, feods the best
swine that come into Dumfries market.”



