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etc," it may be doubted whether it mighit flot have heen 'lnothin, more

to many another heside Peter Bell IIt is too bad to have no sweet,
homely naine, of two syllables at least, for the charmning littie hppatica,
which peeps out fromn the covering of brown leaves, before the winter frost
bas left the ground, and before even its own dowîîy leaves have begun to
uncuri. The sang ninaria or Il blood-reot" fares a littie better, but the' latter
naine conveys no suggestion of its exquisite clusters of snowy cups, shin-
ing out amid the richi inagse8 of tleep-green le'tves, like stars in the dark
recesses of the wootis. The ,raceful rliuatof purest white, or deli-
cately tinted with pink, or hiere and there dyed deeply with hlcod (a good
foundation for a legend), would be better naîned, if we simply called theml

'' Miay-lîlits," whict ;voult. flot be at ail inaccurate, botanîcally speaig
as they belon, to the great lily fainil. The delicate hi ue anîd w~hite and
yellow violets, whîclî in t'ongeýiîîal spots altnost carpt*t the grouni, are the
enly ornes that have anytliing like ail Oit1 fashlionied, simple nine, ami thi4,
of course, thoy owe te their relatioiiship te tha violets of the old land,
thougli they mniss t/'rd.Iicate fragrance. As yet we ]lave net liad suîli-
cient originality te suppiy jtieturesque idionnitie ntaines te our Canadian
tlcwers. Il Jack in the 1box,' Ihowever, with his brown ani white stripes,
and the graceful scarlet tjelumltine, springing ii hr ighit clusters ainoîîg the
grey rocks and greeni fortis, are ainong the few exceptions to dry scientihec
nomenclature. Se is the Nvaxeî fragrant ilower of thie ýNIay-apple, anti, a
littie later, the sîîewvy miasses of hiawthoril and alder. The vilmarnu tas, of
which their are two or three varieticsare net se fortunate. The "d1og wood"'
bias its short naine, ani< se lias the Il shad bushi," the very earliest shrub te
put on its siiowvy livery, thîougli its betanical nain' ev'aci Canadeu-

8s igtwthl frighîten the ijiost enthîusiastic lover of tiowers. But iii

the end of April andt thte heginning of May, its snowy plumes bedeck the
forest with bridaI bravery, ant nmust have seerned verily like Noahî's (love
with the olive leaf in its bill, te the xveary, lialf-starved Il Pioneers of
Franco iii the New W'orld," after thcir irst wretchetl winter in the' ice-
bouil shîps.

But te inake a catalogue raisonné of the flowers of 8pring would swell
this paper to the size of a hotanical dissertation, and the ltest tbin1g that
aniv retîder can dIo is te glo otît and inake a îtersoînîh acquaintance with theni

fer Iiimnsel f. On )ît'ovrd morte, hîowevtr, and thiat is a plea for the /titds of
srt.'W itîteut tlit'wî wt shîould hardly lmnow or spring wvoodlands. Thet

wist fnl pal hetie trili of the robin is a stihi earlier aiit mocre faîniliar token
of the spring than even the delicate bhossom of the hepatica or the snowy
plume of the shadI-hushi. Tihe wehcorne cry cf the blue-bird, tie sweet
liquid warlîling of the Il Canadian canairy," as it is flot inapthy called, cho
borrowcd song of the imnitativ e cathird, antI the untiriîig brisk twilighît
recitative cf the Wip )poor -Vill, neot forgetting the mevasured tap cf the
-,%ood -pckeýr, are aIl coîiponent parts of our Canaliail spring. Lt isi tinet

ve shotilt have seine Ac't of Parlianie'nt to protect tht'se charrning denizen.s

of our ferests froin thte ' St. lIirtlioloiînew% o)f Itirtîs,'' wvich, either stupiti

andt mîsplact'd tutuanl hhîes or a l)tarlîatrotu fashion of ornainelîts îîow

beginning te, meet with a tiesorveil condeitination, or the iîîere recklt'ssîiesq

of destructive boys, eager to show thteir prowvess with a gun over tiid( anti
harînlesm creatures, is ever thîrtatening our otluorwise peact'ful forests. It
is hligh tirne that the restriction of a license shiould be placed on indiscriiii-
inate sbeoting, anti Ébat, te berrow an idea frein Dr. Johnson, evcry feol,
whe bhaPPeIL4 te h- at the lutt end cf a gun, slîcuhd not have it in his
power to scatter death ant i es4tructierî aneng our forest warhlers, and te rob
our spring wceths cf one cf their niest subtle and poetic charmns.

FIDELIS.

CANA PlAN ARiCHIVES.

Ma. BRYMNER'S Rteport on the' Archives cf Canada for 1885 bas been
issued wit}îin the past week. Lt is fully etjual in interest te the four pre-
ceding reports issued since 1881, and nîaY 1 tosibly meet with equal general
disregard. Estiînating its character in the full recognition cf the labour,
care, ani hearning hiestewed, upon it, w.' fear thiat we inust look only upen its
value in the highît cf wlîat it will bc te the student cf the future.

Undoubtedly one cf the safest modes te direct the views cf those
who confer the distinction cf office is a study cf our history cerrecthy
related. In the hast ten years our views on this subject have been greathy
enlarged. Our writers on listery, as a rule, indulge in the repetitien cf a
sertes cf assumcd facts wlîich nebody bitherto, has dared te dispute. But
the Reports cf the Archive Office have done much te stimulate opinion in
thîs direction, to lead te a critical and judicial tone of mind, and not
inerely te suggest but te establisb that there is a great deal cf evidence,
but little known, te be sifted and exaînined, and that the judglments cf the

past have te be suhînitted te, the fresh ordeal of examination. There lias

gen reat careles.sness and recklessncss in writin? historadteela
lieto a desire te make the facts sustain titeeries, and to draw conclusions,
which we are new beginning te understand, in ina'îy cases, a few years
will sec entirely reversed.

In the present report, the calendlar cf thte Llaldimiand papers is con-
tinued-a remnarkabhe labour, each lutter and document lias tel ho read and
studied, and a précisq given cf it iii the fcwest wortis, but withî nething
einitted. Mr. Brymner tells us that eacb paper is, iii bondon or Paris,
conipared ani checketl before bigsent, and agaiti reviseti in Canada.
Soute volumes cf the I{aldimianti collection are yt.t requirt'd te complete
the numhier-232 MS. volumes. Allusion is aIse matie te the archi ves
iii France. No few cf thei at this moment, Mr. Niarinette tttlls us, are
in Russia ;they were stcureîi by the Itussiait Secretary cf Lt'gation, M.
Pierre Diibroski at the takiiig cf the Bastile iii 1789 anti thte pillaýge of the
Abbey cf St. Germain tdes Près in 1791. [nl 1793 tht'(Ie Nationale, on
iluty, higlited the stove with ancierît Frtnch archives; aitt iii 1830 anl emîplyé~
seld hy weiglit what lie coul purloin. Tlere yet retiain iiiaiy toletuîients
whlîi can ho profitably copied. A li4t is giveni cf severaI cf tLîtse docunments
lby Mr. Marmoette, who was specially tletailed to the exaîniiation of thei,
extending frein 1510O to 1709. Ait incoînplet' liýst is 1 tuttislîtt tif the lPro-
testant nuiarriages, lirtlis, antd deathus ii Ntonttreait afttî' th li' oiquest to

1787. Tlhte publicatioin is suggestive cf the carvetssittss Nvliiclî tiien txisted
as to this duty.

Mr. Bryinner grives in Frentch, with a tranislationi, \vhieh, frein i te

attention we have been ablte te gi vt, appttr8 faitlîful ly dette, the re'part cf
M. Dudouyt to Bisliop Lavai, dated 16G77. IN. Dl)Ioit was ran
Vicaire, anti his ebject iii proc"ethiîîg te Frante was I o sto 't,<iibert, ani
obtain a renewal cf the prohtibition cf thte ituor tràte: îittleoubt'tly a
valuale addition te our knowlotIge cf thtat dlate. ''Te country is
indobted te, the University cf Lavai thiat it is publislied. A letter frein
Carleton, after wardî Lord l)orchiestur, in whichî lîie proe'sts against the
treattuent hi' received frein Lord Georgte Gtriaiite, whîîet thte intrigutes cf
Burgoyne ebtaitteti for limi the coîniiiant iii whîich lie was tt0 disgrace-

fîîihy te fait, will hi' reati with profcund iiitorest 1iy ail laviîtg knowledge
of the sui) ect-anotht'r preof cf the' iniserable incapacity o~f the eligarchi-
ciii English (4everiient cf ilhat date.

Wet have likewise a short hiegraphy cf the Jesuit hIeultant, whoiîi Mn.
Bryîîiner traces thîrougbi bis cliequei'ed life as a th<'ony te nimake biîn die in
a workbouse or a garrot. Thtis mati, whîe plhayed soio part iî eur' his4tcry,
firit appoars as a Je.suit issienary with the Aheiiakis îtt St. Francis.
11e acceiîpaitied a betdy of the Indians te Ticoitteroga, aîîd advanîced
with Montcalmt iii 1757, iii their cinipany, te tht siege of Fert Williamî
Ilenry at thet hîttat cf b iko George. After Moncaliîî'm ieth in Quebt'c,
Vautdreuil wnote te thue NMinister cf Marine iii Fiance thîît Motîteaiti hîad
phaceti iii ltoubantl's iaitts twe packets cf papers on thie ialatltîiinistration
cf thie arnîy, anîd cauticimet hint against thîtir ilîJustice Ile mîust have
bein a ni cf iîbihity antd iiîsiniuatiiîg itanîters, as hie attracteti the atton-

ticît and gaiiied the. goud will cf Murray hiiistlf , well etltcated, and cf
gcod fainily, kncwing good society. Masures watt aise partial te hîjî. 0f
bis vensatility, Mr. l3ryiter gives references te show thbat hie perforîned
at the opera in London, aîîd lie is reportcd te ho Chie authier cf the French
publication cf 1777, alhegt'd te contain the letters cf Montcalm, writteîî in
1757-8-9 on the English Colonies, fenetelliîîg thueir iîîdepentteuice if Canada

weeconquered. 'lheso hetters are îtow believed te ho sputieus. Mr,
Brymîter contents biiself with publishîing a ineinetial cf Reubaud, iii

which the latter explicitly states thtese ietters te hie the wvcrk cf an
Englishman whoîtî Chuathtaîn intiimaiteiy kîîew. 'The distinguiied .Arclîoe
oiigist, the Abbe Verrimilt cf Mcntreah, Mi,. Parkinan inferins us, after
investigating the inatter in Lontdont and Paris, bias distiîtctly prenounced
them te be the wonk cf Roubaud. Like nîeost cf thie nen cf bis character,
he nîarried a dittreputable wciniai, Il who gave way te the lasqt exces.",
The wonds are his ewn. In huis day toc, hie was a spy fer the Goveruiment,
and doubtless a uîseful cote, if net always rehiahie, certainly aiways active
and witbout scruple.

The report reflects great credit on the Archive Dt partaient. [t shows
thuat a very great deal cf labour lias been perforîned-and wisely performed-
during the hast year and that we are now proceeding on a satisfactory
and established systoin. W.

"J1 MOT," says Haydon, Ilthat patriarcli cf dissimîulation and artifice,
Talleyrand, but once, and once only, hbat [ shail nover ferget him. lie
looked like a toothîcas boa cf intrigue, with nothîing lef t but bis poison.
To see bis impenetrable face at a gaine cf whist, watcbing everybody
without a trace cf movenient in blis owvn figure or face, save the siightest
imperceptible twitcb in the lip, was a sîght neyer te be forgotten. It was
the incarnation cf ineaning witbout assumption."1

JuNx 3rd, 1886.]


