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places of Manitoba and the Northwest
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tion to the Publisher.
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* . TERMS OF

OUR SETTLEMENT
THE GATHGLIG PLATFORM

Control of our schools.
Catholic school districts,

B R

but trained in our own training.
schools as in England.
Catholic inspectors.
Catliolic readers, our own text
_books of history and descriptive
" geography, and full liberty to
teach religion and comment on
'( religious questions at any t:me
.during school hours.
6 Qur share pf school taxes and.gov-
! .-ernment grants, and: exemption
from taxation for other schf:ols.
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Wﬂllﬂ'l‘ COMMENT.

..The : N, Ys

TTHE

Ca.thohc Re-.
. CHURCH view has the
- MILITANT, following :—

; * The elect- |
jon.of ‘Dector Marcotte in Champlain:
County, Province of Quebec, has been |
declared veid. Glerical intimidation;

was alleged. anhop Lafleche and some|

o hhw&ts, swmmoned to appear; re-|

. fused:td testify; and the doctor, to save:

them from imprisonment for contempt;
of .court, admitted corrupt practices by
sgents and so made the election null. |

The doctor made a grave mistake—he!
should’ pot have admitted corrupt;
m'mmes when no_ such. practices took.
place and he shounld not have pr evented'
giit qlgrgy from testing before the.
sourts. their right to. give official in-,
structions to their people in mattersin-

- yolving. faith, morals, or Cathohc

rights. This qyestion should and’ ‘must;
be aewleﬁ. and the sopner it goes before,
tho tribnnals of justice, the better.”

"Quite right. 1f govemmental inti-
midation with its. thrests. of persecu-
tion, and journaligtic intimidation wn}r
its threats. .of popular upheavals, are to
be tolerawd, why should clerical inti-
midation’ be made a.bugbear? Thq
Catholic: Germans owe. their, present;
comparative freedom from tyranny to
the fact that their ebishopa and priests
did their duty in spite'of fines andim-

prisonment. And things would have

gone better with Catholic. France; had
its clgrzy had a taste of govemmenf;
gsols. Persecution by mprhonmenh

' acts as & wonderful eye-opener on

honest non-Gatholics and enables them
to sce the prodlgxous mJuance of
x;mzzlmg the clergy ih the name of
libevty‘ Thé Pall Mall: Gazette. of the

V_lﬁth fnst., is therefore lamentablx

ignorant, of history when it warms- the

: Gatholie Church of Canada that, “un-
.m it abandons. ita A;roznnt aasumnb ;&be

jprice has forced: the latter to try to

Catholic teachers, duly certificated, |

lon ot govemmntal powem,audnierw
al interference {n politica:it- will en-
d&ﬂg@ its existence.” The Church
.makes no ‘“arrogant assumption of
Rovefnmental powers,” "she merely
points out the line of dutys nor does
she interfere in politics so long as the
latter do not attack religion. Bat,
whenever she fearlessly points out the
line of duty and exercises her divine
right to instruct in faith and morals,
she is sure to thrive in the very throes of
governmental oppregsion. The Catholic
Chureh in France, after losing thou-
sands of her clergy by the guillotine
during the orgies of the Revolution of
1792-4, came out of the ordeal stronger
than ever. On the contrary, because
the subservient prelates of Henry VIII.
in England would not go to prison and
die, the Catholic hierarchy disappeared
(with the short exception of Mary’s
reign) for three hundred years.

e a————
The Casket’s
The ) ma&erly art-
‘Century icle on . ' The
Cyclopedia. Conspiracy of

Silence,” which
we prmt elsewhere, is a very opportune
exposure of the * Cyclopedia of Names"
contained in the new edition of the
Century Dictionary. This dictionary,
as it orxgmally appeared, was fairly
explmﬂr a#. 0 Catholic matters, the de-
finition of Catholic ‘terms being con-
trolled by a priest. ‘But now that the:
jkeen competition brought about by the
publication of the Standard Dictionary
at less than a guarter of thefCentury’s

float its heavier article with a supple-
ment in the shape of a cyclopedia, the
publighers seem to have lost their
heads and confided this part of the
work to  some’ incorrigibtg bigot.,
Cat.hohcs should not subscrdl to this|
book, which leaves out some: ot the
greatest names of the nineteenth cent-
ury simply becatise they were borne by
Catholics. . The Saéged Heart Review,
reproducinx aml praising the Gaskat’s
article, hint§ that the publishers may
perhaps remedy these glaring defects.
Uutil they do—which is very, doubtful,
considering the expense of a thu'd
edition—it would bgwsll.to turm a deafi
ear to the blandishments of ‘two agente;
for this work who were lately and may
still be canvaasmg ‘Winnipeg. They are;
making capital out of a few words of}
npprm;al from a. well.known priest;
but these words refer only to the.
Dictionary, not_to the Cyclopedia of;
Names,

S—————————

.On Monday:

The - eve}xing. the
Cross 18th inst., |
or. 1~ dwellers. in,
Constautin@ these parts,
. -whohappened

to look through their windows batween,
ten. and eleven o'clock, were treated to;
a magnificent sight. The. moon was
encircled by a small halomtﬁmected by:
two larger halos. north and south. At
thepoints of mtersectmn were distinct;

mock-moons. The moon itself was the5
centre of a cross of -light. On thiag

remn.rke‘d

tudes and is. aever seen. by resxdentg
farther south. It was & phenomenom
such gs this that the Emperor Con-

stantine shw in ‘the heavens about noony|
when marching againat Maxentina, 31@
A.D., and which was the cause of hm
conversion to. Chrilti&mty.
apparmon of a ‘luminous cross tq
Wnsmmme u,mt a malter of dwmq
faith, we would fot charge the Freq
Press wrxter wnh bemg an. habm;af
unbeliever simply because he treats q
well-anthenticated fact ingo flippant o
fashion. We would mgxelymmgrk thai
his explanation is quitg up to the aver.

age level. of similar, attempts made byi
the most noted {nfidels of our time tq
explain miracles away. In fact it is
much ‘more plausible: than. most of
Renan’s efforts in that line.” And yet
it i \;tserly nnmmnahle. In the firse
place, tho Free Press wriwr volunceexs

phenomenon a Free Press pamgraphexi
**Fhis a,ppearance is ofif
‘Irare oocurrence even in northern lati-

ular
As thq

that: n&nmed,nn the 18th mpt, is newm

ssen - by residentafarther fsopth than
onr: hixtude But, though the precise
spat-where the luminous crogs appeayed
is not knovvm%bms, in his Life of
Constantine says the miracle oe-
curred when the latter was marching |-
against Maxentius. Now.that march
southward toward Rome began at
Arles. (in Provence), which is six
degrees farther. south than Winnipeg.
Therefore the explanation contradicts
the previous general statement. Second-
ly, if what Constantine saw was mere-
ly a natural phenomenon, it would have
been a solar, not a lunar, halo, and
solar halos aré not unknown. in Ttaly ;
so that the'sight of one would not have
produced so profound an impression on
Constantme Thirdly, had it been a
collection of halos, the circular form of
the phenomenon would have been
chronicled as the most striking feature

| thereot, the cross-bands of light being

merely subsidiary to the rings. But]
nothing is said of a circle surroundmg
the cross. What Eunsebius says is:
* About the middle of the day, as the
BuD was turning ‘to the west, he saw
with his own eyes, he asserted "—

Eusebius has just said that he had
heard the story from Constantine’s own
lips—** immediately over the sun, a
fgure of the cross made up of light, and
with it the inscription * En touto nika’
(In this conquer). At this vision.’both

be and the soldiers. who were following{. = .
1 decisions of the venerable inventor and

him and were witnesses of the miracle,
were thoroughly stupefied.” Fourthly,
as appears {rom. the above quotation,
the sun was not in the centre of the
cross, as it must have been if the phe-

nomenon had been merely s halo, buti

below the cross, Fifthly, no natural

phenomenon c’gn account for ‘a Greek;
inscripgion appearing in the sky. This.

last difficulty is;bs(oluteiy insurmount-
able, and therefore the flippant para-
grapher has, as all infidels do, sup-
pressed the most telling feature of the

miracle. . Su:thly. th;p vum; WeE: m

“the mu" ot Constantine's conver:,
sion to C}msﬁqmty. though it certain-
ly was one of the first circumstances
that drew his attention to the new reli-

gion. If anything so remote as an
event oceurring: twenty-four years be-

fore his baptism in 887 could, be called:
the cause of his conversion, that was.
rather the explanation of the vision;
and its resultithan the vision itself.
For the following night Christ himself;
appeared to Ganstantme, and,
ing to him the meanipng of the cross:
and its mscn}mon, ordered him to|

adopt the cross as his standard and;

promised ‘him v;xetory And Constant-.
ine did defeat Maxentius, and the coins;
and ‘medals struck by the former in;
memory of the vision have come down;

to us. The Rev. Beuben Parsons. D..

D., in his wonderfully ngle“f‘Stndies in,
Church History,” says: *“If a wish to-
disbelieve be any reason for rejecting

An.asgertion, then those who are in-.
credulous as to this mitacle are not un-:

reasonable. "As for any more solid;
argument agamsz it, the rules of critic-

ism furnish 1 aove.”
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. RELIGIOUS umrqumn. ,
‘We dlip the Mlowing lettar -from:
the ‘firsy | nnmber of * The Uxm’c}»
Regord,” & new. monthly ormn of the
Anglican Chuyeh in Britmh Oolumb;.
‘We thank our sepmsted brethren. fon,
these words of sympathy and truth.

Eprror Cuyron RECORD—My Deaxi
Sir: Thpon h Lhe columuns of Lhe .ec-i
f notice that our Romg
Oszlxohe friends in the east are havxmg
a flerce struggle for Religious Bdue
tion, and I think they are to be highly
commen for their earnest eﬂtmat%

ﬁecure the training of the soul alon,
‘the tm;nm of

plain-.

never bre
; n utimatinn yo!x;t of ‘view, no other sys-,

ninred ;onyforour‘yoqu
SR gengration,
Sme Qua Now.

Just one word, of fraternal correction,.
Religious education is not a duty of the |
State, except in this sense that ‘the
State should encourage every effort to
teach religious truth. But the State] |
has no mission to teach the truths of
religion. However, it should help
those who do. ~

ah

~

SIR ISAAC PITMAN
———

The death of Bir Isaac Pitman, last
week, in Lis eighty filth year, removes
nve of the most original and interesting
personages of the century. He is lest
known as.the inventor of a system of
oborthnnd which, with sundry modifica-
tions by American adapters ia used by
seven eighths of the hest slenopaphem in
the English-speaking world. In the
United Kingdom, thanks to the vigilance |
with which Sir Isaac defended his copy-
right the propomon -of his. disciples in
the winged art was still greater, amount-
ing, it i8 said, to 96.per cent, of all pro-
fersional shorthand writers. There he
was practically tl.e Popeof phonograpby.
The wisdom of having an uitimate an
thority even in such matters is shownhy
the greater average efficiency of phono-
xraphers in the Old Country us compared
with those of Capada and the United
States; where, instead of abiding by the

puttlng them faithfully into practu-o too
many fritter away their energies in vain
attemptstoimproveonthe parentsystem.
Of real improvements Sir Isanc was a
consistent advocate antil his last hour o
intellectual effort. “In fact his system is/
the outgrowth of the experience treasur-
ed'up by English stenograplere during
three bundred years—for England is.
pre-eminently the birthplace and home
of modern shorthand—and of higown ex-.
perience during sixty Years of laborious
life.. Angd tlie yesuit i sclentific, artistic
&txdapfmﬁﬂﬂ‘ No intelligent person can
study the framework of phonography
without a quiring thereby a rare ingight;
into the plonetic structure and bhasis of
the English language. In fact few,
teaclers, who have not examined: the/
Pitman sclieme, have any real synthetic.
wrasp of the sounds that constitute our,
English’ speech. Moreover this short-.
hand is artistically perfect. The more.
zrucafnl and aesthetic an instroment ia,
the more welcomg, and therefore the:
more enduring will be its daily use.
Other shorthands may, be as swift, though.
shat is doubtfal; but certainly none is 80,
beantiful as the Pitpan phonography
Hence the enthusiasm it enkindles inite
adepts. Keen as is the charm of its ac-
acquirement by ‘the najurally gifted;
stenographer, the continued possession
of akill i ite use, is, like t!:e proverbial-
* thing of _beanty! ¢a joy forever.
Weiters of other shorthands often cease |
to care lor the rapid writing as soon as it
lias eemd tobe s breadwinuer forthew,
The skilled phonograplier, on the con-.
trary.ﬁeliglna in using his art for the,
sase and llm'l»amy of it, even though it
m him a penny. And, from:

mem ol shorthand for the English lung:
ucge can pomt 1o -such  practical

«crlawphm 8g Bir Iauc Pitman's phono-]

graphy. Tbe moet rapid pablic spenk-
o cabaot ouiran  the first-cluss pl.ono!
sraghic penman, When tbe late B:ahon
Phillips Brooks was reported verbatim mg
Westminster Abbey. daring. a. hal(-hou?

‘sermon, it wus found by acteal count of |-

tlxe wmtan worda maz this mosl fluen

of orutors had spoken 213.words minute}

Aud soqxe three or funx years ago 8y

wgu d. uzgm‘l it b tm ,A:i ican | II‘Rh nhﬁuogm!‘oh ‘wrote lmdar k

Church ou; e maore. ;

‘the fact oF tha :%m resalting. ir;:‘ o, for balf an_hour, ut the rite’ %q

ﬁxeu sgcular gducianon‘.l IA?reAwg tg vmrdca mituiq, -more than mwdlq
& country of infidels re :

ai‘:.x to.allow t;rmn* chilg “,mw: second ‘st & speed doob}c of of thg

i utter ignorance of the impo }3 uvmqumkgr. i

matters (fzermininz to a knowl fe o{
Gop and the precious truths

holy religion? Is not- B,ehgioua Edtu
cation & DUTY of the State? These a

rtinent questions; and will have tq
ge 9ge&“ iwitmner :; llgter. ii:i w
Wl onr iair: vinee: 8spoken o
as haviug that righteousness whick
‘exalteth, &, nation,
P

he up angd: doing in this mrteg

e ”nwsyf’ ey

uge eveyy effort to’ obtam & soun

- every Church. |-

‘Outof the pmzmnbmuphy and,

iu securate reprmn‘liWOf sound came |
relo Innac, an o idea of . ra(orming

our alaarddgwiég. .\\t this project l.q
foiled

+though. die did> not sucy
!njt ® ganeral Ril(metl( re

nagg;;\&enemy; Tor oves|

ost philologiste- like Max. Maller and
Professor Bayce;. and. convinced the
thinking world that the essence of lang-
usge- ig, not the written, but the spoken
word, and that our present conventional
spelling: is both unhistoncal and un.
sf'wm‘.xﬁc :
Hgir Iaaac Pitman preserved to the end
all tpe enthusiesms of his youth and
early manhood. Not only was he an

ardent advocate of tota] abstinence, but

also a strict vegetarian. Albeit st range-
ly mistaken in hLis adherence fo the
Swedenborgian creed, Le seems to have
heen thoroughly sincere and deeply re-
ligious in his own peealiar. way, without
the slightest prejudice against the Cath~
olic Clureh, As hie lubored honestly énd
xenerously for the heuefit of Lis fellow-
nen and really conferred an ine stimuble
toon on all users of the Eng]lgb la"g..
uuge, we may hLope that He who reads
the inmost Learts of well meaning men
hag had mercy on his sonl

THE BURVED L0 CONVENT

OF ROBERVAL.

Mada;ne Jean, of St. Boniface, whose
sister Emma (Sister Marie de la Provi-
dence) perished jn the hummg couvent
of Roberval, hu received aalditional
details of the catastrophe and its sequel :
in a letter, dated the. 15th ipst,, from
another sister of hers who-was, until
August last, the "Mother Supeuor of
the TUrsuline Convene of . Quebec,
Mother La Natxv:te, mentioned in the
letter, is a. third. sister of Madame
Jean’s, ‘whose six sisters became nuns.
Mgadame. Jean kindly allows us to
translate the !oliow:ng passages ;-

**You are already a.wa,re tha,t on the
morning of the Ep:phany. about half
past five, the assistant sacristan, white
lighting: the lamps of the Ghustmas
Crib “tot d&-up a bit- of- b%mxmg taper
wlud; in the twinklmg of, .81 _eye, got
fire to the gauze' paper. ﬂowas and
woodwork., Immedlate}y a8 pnﬁgeﬁt
thick, hot smoke filled the chapel. and
all the nexghbonng rooms. The windqw
next to the altar .at once burss-into
splmters and thus unformnately ‘set
up & current of gir which fanned the
1 flames so - vigorously that. from the firet
spark of fire till the moment of immi.
nent peril there wers. not. m.re than
five minutes:

Mother.St. ancmof?avlﬁ mﬁ A\n‘
dear Emma immediaf : ‘op to' tbg
dor;mmxy and got onr tour puplls (thq
only ones who had remained during,
the holidays) down the stmrgase that
was farthest away from the fire, The
two nuns retraced their steps and on
their way rang up the Qh&nl&iu Then
it probably was that they. ‘wei'e stifled
by the gmoke. It id,very likely that
they. had: turned back to look for
Mother La Natlvite (the Mother Supex--
ior) whom they had not. sepn in the
chapel, or Pperhaps they were looking
for the. extiugmshars They. must, lme
fallen near the chapel, for the cmcxﬁx
of cher Marije de. la. Prqv;dence and
the bunch of keys which. Mother St
Francig of Paula carried were fouud
among a few hq;[.bumt bongs ogppg:te
‘the chapel staircase.

As soon as the, Chaplain was. awak-
ened by the bell, he broke open thedeor
of the qmﬁt‘ carrying his cassock in
his hands: It was.glj-he. could, do, to
cross: ﬁ)ﬁ* nuns' dormfitory. so stifling
m‘a@ Smoke. ' It 3 was forgnag;e he
tgo down by the bomstaurcue ;
f@t’ on his way. he obhmd four gr
puns to give u p everything elsae'
to saye their own, l‘ives. A

‘ 08t & etag,m;pg was
caved from tho ~mknpinx ubeol.

8o you qn "Wno !mw grul; is the
ma;erial«m.@ lam what, is that. compared
‘to the' bu of nm Beven nnno out ot

Mower St. Rrancu m Pwnl: wu« both -
c;wurer and Mmtreps of, ‘Nbvices, pnd ;

Wm the. m&umb }m.
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