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their services. Tie appliances and lire brigade that
eren nable ta prevent the spread of lire fro a build-

ing standing isolated in an open square, must certainly
bave bacc of the poorest description, and the people
showed culpable carelessness regarding the safety of
their lives and property, when they entrusted both into
sucb liands. The firemen were utterly disorganized, and
did littile more than add ta tite excitement of the occa-
sion. Sa completely did they "lose their heads," that
in moving from one point ta another they left the caps
off many of the hydrants, and the great volume of swater
which thus escaped soon reduced the pressure tu a point
ahere it became useless for lire piirposes. The grief of

tise Roman Catholics upon witnessing tt destruction of
their beautiful cathedral which they supposed te bave
bec lireproof, was very touching indeed. The value
of the structure is placed as Si6oooo. It wst built of
stone, with shect lron rof and cupola. The condition
of the tao thousand people whi titis ire bas lef borne.
ces and almest without shelter colis for sympathy of the
most practical kind. We tmst that this thrice repeated
calamity whict has befallen their city may lead the
people of Hull ta adopt common sense methods for the
prevention of such catastrophes in the future.

SOME very bad management is exhibited by the
Toronto Public School Board in connection with

the building of net school iouses. A case tn point is a
ne schooll bouse at presant under snstruction near
Dufferin street in the western part ot the city. This
sinci house has only four class roums in it, which in
itselfis net objectionable, if any provision had been
made for adding four more in the future. There ls no
doubt that inside of eoi years this scisoo will bave t ie
enlarged ta an eighti rom school, and ibis can only be
donc by tacking on the rooms in any manne possible.
A design for an cigit aom school should bave been
adopted, whisch would bave admitted the erection cf four
of the rmems nos and the other four later on. While ce
are on tiis subject we would fikle ta offer a suggestion,
which is, tisat a plan for the city schios should be
adopted and improved upon as far as possible in the
future as experience may teach, and all schools built
according te such plan. We would not have the eleva-
tions similar by any means; but would advocate as great
a diversity in the elevations as there arc schools, se long
as they were artistic. Su far tisera as isben a very great
diversity in the plans and a wonderfai similarity in the
elevations, for they have all been alike bad until within
the last year orto. Some of the plans have ben very
good indeed, but the greater menier have been extreme.
ly bad. There is not the slightest reaso in the word
why they should nos be ail god, and that could be best
brouiht about by adopting a gond pla., und building all
the schSls according te that plan. It might be necessary
ta change the plan slightly n enach case to obtain the
necessary divesity in the elevations. ln conclusion ce
may say, that some cf our supposed best planned schools
are really inferior ta others which are regarded second
in order of merit.

T H E Public School Board of Torento bas discredited
itself by the manert in which il bas gone about

the appointmient of an inspector of School Buildings.
Instead of maiing tise appouitment soiely on the
ground of the litness of the applicant ta performi the
daties of tise position, politics, persofal friendships and
such le considerations bave been the influencing lac.
tore. The cames of tc candidates are before the
Board, and the votes of the membars appear ta be about
equally divided between thesi. For a couple of months
past the contending fictions bave bncc exercising their
greatest ingenuity te outlit each cther, and by some
meanus secure the election of thelr respective candidates.
Several of the regular meetings of the Board bave had
to be abandoned for want of a quorum, bacause it did
not suit the puarpse of certain 'tembers te ba present.
Thus the legitimate objects of the Board and the educa-
cional interests of the city are made secondary ta the
desire of the members ta put their favontes in office.
One portion of the Board, and es understand the
majority, support the appointmaent of Mr. Bishop, while
the other portion sapport Mr. Downey. We helieve
that Mr. Bishop vould base been appointed long ago if
it cere net the supposed intention of bis supporters te
malte him architect of the Board instead of building
superintendeut. His oppnents claim that while ha may
make a very gosd superintendent he would net bec a
suitable man for the position of architect, We are c.
clinad to think that Mr. Bishop isabetter mc than Mr.
Downey for the position of superintendent. That he
would mae a good architect e very much doubt. We
bave knowledge that it ie bis belief that is n tu ba
practically architect te the Board, as he bas ben nmaking

some natements as ta the works on school architecture
which he proposes to study, etc. Now tu be a sperin-
tendent is one thing, to be an architect le aother ; and if
Mr. Bishop is te assume the duties of an architect, we
oppose his appointment. The Public School Board, if
it appoints an architect, should appoint a young man of
decided ability and education, who will be young enough
te enter on bis duties with the energy characteristic of
youth, and with vis enough te Gight for new prinaiples
against those of the pas.

M ANy of the principal Canadien towns have.
adopted systerns of waterworks during the ist

fea years. We notice tiat in many instances muet-
cipalities du not purchase the plant and operate the sys-
tem, but the owsnership and control of the samee remain
in the bands of the company which pues in the plant, the
otwn paying a soen yearly for lis water supply. le
appears to us that it would be much more advantageous
to thse tewns to own and operate their waterworks sys.
tems. A company wil net put in a plant and suaiply a
town with cater for a certain anont without being
assured that a fair profit will accrue ta itself after paying
the cost of maintenance. This being the case, there
should bn no reason why each town might net own and
operate ais own system, and instead of handing the
proits over to a company, put them icto the municipal
tressury for the benefit of the cititens. The waterworks
department ai the city of Toronto contributes a very
large amount yearly towards defraying the cost of
municipal govement. Every year the profits derived
from this sulîce increase in volume. Would it not be a
foolish thing for the City Council ta allowe a private cor-
poration te central our waterworks systems and grow
richat theexpense ofthe citizens? Theseme viewholds
gond in the case cf smaller towns and cities. The
people of Brantford have bean figuring on ibis matter,
and a local' paper stases the result as folles : "The
question that will likely agitaie the minds of cibens
very soon is whether or nt the city will own the new
waterworks. It is thought that the work will cost in
the neighbrhood of $So,eou. This moncey can now be
obtained on tise British market as 4 per cent., or the
whole sui for an outlay of $6,ooo pet year. The rate
chici any company have se fat proposed te charge the
city for hydrant use is in the neighborhood of$y,oo per
year, se it would seem te be a clear saving of over
$S,ooo par year for the city te oen the waterworks.
All the ciles in Canada tit own waterworks systemes
have found thems profitable investments. There is no
reason why the city should net reape iis benefit rather
than lt the profits go into the pîckets of shareholders
who may happen th lice in some other city than
Brantford.? When a town bands over the control of
lis cater supply to a company the latter is in a
position te dictate is own tarns, and sooner or later
the chitcns wili ind thas they bave made a grevious
misteae.

A WALK through the northest part of the city of
Ternto m ais suicient te cause astomeshment at lis

tremnadons 'growth. lu the last iv Years ground that
was dite laid out in farms bas been covered with
houses. Where and bo this rapid building up of the
city is ta stop, it is difficult to say. Some people seem
te think immediately, and yet, altheugh in their opinion
the time is su close, it 1s like to-morrow always one day
of. But it cas net te speak ef the growth of the city
that ce set oute, but oftheindifierence shownby the people
te this wonderful incranse. Streets are laid out without
one thought of the future, every attention being paid to
obtaining the greatest possible number of fcet ut the
highest obtainable price per faot. Thera i aiment no
attempt te provide parks or small gardens amidst the
interminable stretches of streets, and where it is donce,
one hardly knows whether to be glad or sorry. We
understand tia jent fcsc ef Dufferin srest and south cf
the ralway, a plot of ground bas been dedicated as a
park, on which there is net a single tree. There would
net ba any objection te this, if it were net tit just north
of iis proposed parik, on the other side of the C. P. R.
tracks, there are a nmber of acres ofbeautifully woodea
ground which would requin but little to make them ent
one of the most beautiful parks in the city. We are nt
positive tiait Iis ground is in the city, but If it is net, it
soon willbe. Here ae bave a beautiful wood divided into
sall lots, the owner of which maist cu down a large
number of the trees te obtaie space en which te bumd,
and at the same lime within one quarter of a mile ive
have a trecless pince of ground devoted te park pur.
poses, which it will take thirty years ai least te change
itu shady groves and winding paths. How does it
coen that all our opportunities arc allowed te slip
through our lingers like water tbrough a sieve ? Can it
be that e as a people are nt astute enougih to se

advantages when they effet, or lie I an indifference te tie
general gond if the peranal interest le nt benefitted
that results in our neglecting opportunities that bill
affer but once. if ect lose the Queen's Park ce will ba
without any open ground except in the extreme asit and
west of the city. Slmail parks a close intervais are a
thousand times more beneficial than the same amount
of ground in large plots miles apart. In this city where
sireet cars do nut run on Sunday (and we are of those
chu hope never tance them running), it is impossible
for the greater portion of the inhabitants te taise any
enjoyment out of large parks miles distant. What is
wanted is the smail square of ground covered with grass,
isaing fower beds and large shade trae, a close inter.
vais throughout the City. We are aisc advocates of the
large parks, but let us first bave the nsli ones, and then
the large ones will follol. These parks could all he
less or more connectei by drives. We would strongly
advocate the appointment of a Park Commission which
should huve the power and abijity te work op, adopt
and carry out a noble and generous scheme for supply.
Ing on people with pleasure grounds, breathing places,
and at the same time glimpses of nature te aid in their
intellectual and moral improvement.

PERSONAL.
Auclair& Ca,, paites. Qebec, have dissolved.
T. Charensie A Fis, bai bi, enereai, tav disslved.
Philips & htl.cd, pianIng eil opetenos, Acnra, sace dissolved.
co. Wier, careste, ni Rintune, Ons, has taises to, $assnoi b,

he, athae sc Ie le England.
M. Robet. Fsbyth. et itenireas, hans treate.d astise for denges

against thcityofTronitofoasteged vielation ocrcte .
Cllingwead chreiber, cief enineer et Gscemmnc sailwa.s i et

pisent in NoSv oattsins e inspectiS ofthe odstar.
MA. A. Gobetl, Secre.ay f ths Paublic Work epstmen. Ossasa,

ta a. pesent en tihe isie lea. Gclf ef st.naress, tsking se se.
cove his heakh,

Me. Fed. Thompsna, eectrician ofste Royt Eenioe Co., i-.seeai,
be been inviied Wo lecture iora the An Association ofShebs oke,Qae.,
uptn ' T Wonds of Eleiteitiy? .
. Hec: G. W. as, etiiitr cf EdaIn ftr Gentit wiii he
Unites Ses wish te view et aquieeint infoet n reading he
mesais of condvesing scontnofucencsee and ,ipratcaangnenring,

MI. T. R. Hreson, C L, ef nBeill, bs siaid se co nsiding an
nase frn te Goenct ofJapan o e te uhas connetay, semas Yais,
ioseperiintn ailwaayostiraction. It te undersiccd ha aise tacse aese
trom c citas b Urab ad coloadn.

The mny friends of M,. Tis C. . se, CE., K.C.e.G., cf
Osana, he Ikcad wis drap e et th aidtaia deati c hi
daaugter Jessi, whe ws danad .ehile neeneoing to esuie h, ses
nephes who were carred aev b the conenns d lrad ina ir lives whil
bathinei tke riers.

e tram troa te Pcaesdotr Age, New York, shet St. joe Fe.
aena, o t sshe F«.. Eevasor Irks, Toreont, On, set acapatrid
wiae u aiinnth Pasea aive, ecenty e Ptf. t. nRaisennun's
mnieseic brat "ai Thb is b equiped kh ensrge bas.
tericof the Eetcbahil Accueltr Compan, of Nec Yok, end is h

iit aieas bas raseying aie Aericn lA. Mr. Fensom wa graty
erested In te success othe iais.

FAULTY CONSTRUCTION.

T HERE isurgent nea of rme intelligent cnt of building
. aatmtion in is it. One whob ha a knoesdgs of con.

smetion wili see muic in the orentint of on buildingswhich is
fnaty. He will niso catire occasionally constrction winch wili
astish his very ech. ani mae him ronder ifte building et
ou buildings is te tahe whis of ignorant mec. pines of briek
9 inches wide emay be sen carrying brick Joints tn or mnore
storys higi. Iras coluse se atteated that they can only he
tikSned ta columns of nandies ae plaed undtr Jltenc two sd
the sra ys na helght. Buls up comas o sctsng ailed
tegetheray ls be ha a ig mipu ncommon laste. reaut.
semmer ofwod aend Irn ase mde te span openings much be.
yond their ae carrying cSpacity. In fart aimany construe -
tion is net apparently a risky or danerous toise adopted in tis
cty.

No mn having any knoledge of consimeotion wrould place any
eigh oen.i, sbrick pier ira ce l1. fecs high. and y t itl done
nery day in this City. and thoa with the sanction of the Com.

misoner af Worsis. Meibrher wul rany one plissa a hsevyload oa
a column of mae than thirty dibmetes. It is mise te state that
there bave ben fae rluans Ilaced le positicn fi let a hich were
uder thiny dienetns, anti pet suce a olumn relies a fanctoir of
seaet ira t en ording sc competsen auoiis, That c feacero
ten hbas e allowedi an moud b foolish euough te imagine,
it s really s question of how many e them have ny fatess ai
ant. That they do not gise way under thirloads will be saiicient
proofn t he i oseta Ignorant in sucl matters, but net of
expers. Whenaoaumn acmgie wy il only proves tiet it was de.
ctine lu the 0,aial, et tai il rase ten lises ton eak to cmry

thelad impoemd upon it. There have bee n numbr cf cci.
dents in this city during the pat fae yeams. due to the Ignoune
ofc hrbuildets orspposed amhitect. Fortunately none ofthse
have resacted in lss of lfe, (aithgh most seicns injury bas
resued to number of re.) or we tould hvi aont some notio
nkenof this mmt impoantmatier im t senm scthatwemut
ait uli seeam liver hae be en tsefoeu ation will ha tute to

cheek i rmpr meids of construction. Mich nse w ould like
ta have sre actione takr, ce prefe te hen things rmsain a
they are fit is necessary lo he action ly ea tie esuit of dteth
through the ignornce of hese who should know atnd do net, sed

io shus not he alteed ta work in ignomance, except ai thai
whih canot asmm lus or uffeng t tinta fello men. r
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