
Ottawa Has Little Criti*cism For Budget
Governmeut's Position Ras Not Suffered Thus Far Through New Taxes-Canference With
West Indian Delegates to Strengthen Trade Relations -Budget Debate Will Close Soon
-Civil Service Superannuation Bihl-Bureau of Standards and Research Institute Proposeti
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Ottawa, Nlay26190

UTIS week wiil probably see the wind up of the budget
dbt.The discussion is aiready beginning to drag.

Generally speaking the. proposais of Sir Henry Drayton are
satisfactory to its supporters; that is as- satisfactory as
any tex proposais cani be, because taxationi is never popular.
The. mai who is hit alwaiys thinks that lie is bearing the
chief burden. The goverrument will bave no trouble in hold-.
ing its majority. In a party so loosely bounti together as
the. present Unionist party this is a pretty gooti indication
thnt the budget is acceptable. There mnay lie a half-dozert
western Liber-al Unionista wbo would lilce to see a greater
eut in a gricuitural impiement duties who wiIl boit, but this
will lie i limit of any revoit. Some of the higii protec-
tionist Tories thuink there bas been toc great a compromise
to the Lilieral Unionista in abolishing the. 71,î per- cent. war
duity, but their objections will not go furtber than a gentie
~protest.

1Fo owing thep wlnding up of the budget debate there
wil1 beïother couple ef weeks ini committee. Sorti mninor
amendments may b. madie as it la a question in the. imposi-
tioni of the so-calieti luxury taxes whether the. line of de-
miarcation hetween luxuries and necessities has not been
drawn toc low. For instance, the shoe men are prot.sting
agalinst $9 lieing the exemption lin. on shoes. lt la claianed
thet it shouiti be et leat $12. Jubt how the. luxuzy tax is
going t, work out it is bard te sey; there is liound te lie
much confuuion andi much eveelon and inl many cases it wiii
lie a hardship on retailers to maice them ta: coilectors, The
tax whicii promises to b. th-2 greatest revenue producer,
andi from whleh the. dopartnient of finance i. expecting its
greateat resulto, la the 1 perceent. tex on the turnover of
ail auatrr and whoeealers. The viiolesalera are
already nailng a big protest on this tex. They dlaim that
it vill drive retelers to deai direct wlth manufacturers, as
otherwise tiiere vill lie a double tex--on. on the. turnover
of the, manufacturer andi the. second on the turnover of the
whelesaler or jeliber. They dlaim tiiere is a possuilty of
its aluaqat puttlng the. mitdileman ôazt of business.
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Conference With West Indiau Delegates
There wiil open on 'Monday in Ottawa a conference of,

miore thtan unusuai interest anti importance. It will be a'
c~onfeence btween the British West Indies and tii. Do-

mijnion wvith Grent Britain als,) represented by Col. Aniery,
NIAI, Under Secretary foi, the Colonies. Primarily, th'ere
wvill be discusýseti trade quetitions, particularly the renewai
of the present preference anti better tranisportation -and
cable facilities. The. last conference was held in 1912, when
n 90 per- cent, reciprocaî preference was arrangeti. Before
the preference was fully tested, the war broke out andi ail
the Atlantic channels of trade upset. Huowever, despits
these handicaps there has been a big developuient of trada.
Now it is proposeti to renew, this treaty and the. British
West Induei eaes have intimated their wiiliingness for
an incrense in the preference to 510 per cent. Tihe govern-
ment bas given no hint of its intentions.

Increaseti preference is useless without better transpor-
tation faceilities, Ileretofore, the. shipping facilities between
the two counitries have flot been of the best. Ilowever, wlth
Canada owning ber qwn mercantile marine, there seems no
reason why a Uine of steamers cannot b.e arranged. Inci-
dentally, the olti question cf ani ! exation of the West Indies
to Canada may arie. There are many earnest ativocates of
tUs poiicy. Ilowever, the feeling at Ottawa la that coin-
mnercial union for the ' time belng ia sufficient andi that Cai-
ada has enough prolileans on lier hands wlthout undertaking
the. annexation of distant tropical ilslands, with large col-
oreti populations.

Another Ratlway for 'North
Permission for the. construction of a rallway north of

the. Great Slave Lake te teke car. of reporteti oil fintis,
wes agreeti te liy the. railway committe. of the Gommons on
May 18. W, A. Boys <Sime), who is handliang the blli,
salid the. object was to open up oil. fields andi mining areas
wiiich the promoters believed existed there. The. proposeti
lin. would go te the Nelson River, anti carniage would lié
nmade te the. Hudson Bay. The lin. wouid lie lu operation
four or five menths of the. yar. The capital stoc~k is fixeti
at one million dollars. Heatiquartera of the company, whlch
la known as the. Nortliwest Reoat., Ltd., are et London.
Construction oftheii roai mnust lie begun within two years.

RE H. Stevens (Vancouver) thouglit the resources in
the. vast hinterlandi north cf Athabaska Landing should lie
developeti te every possible extent. It was folly te place titis
application on a par with railways ini more settieti parts
in regard te time for completion. Between two and five
years for completion vas ample, h. thought. J. F. Sinellie,
counsel for the. promoters, salid a similer bill vas passeti
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