
DOMINION MEDICAL MONTIILY

that a practical course in laboratory work is regarded. as one of the
most valuabie of the recent additions to the medical cuirriclum.
The original researchcs in chcmistry andI bacteriology, associated
with experimental xvork, which are now looked upon as essentials
in the routine work of ever 'v hospital, bave played and are playing
a vers' preminent rîle in the great developments in preventive
mediuine, whicli is pregrcssively becoming one of the most im-
portant branches of medical science.

Clinical Trainin.-Whilst full ' recogaiizing the fact that the

advances in methods of diagnosis and treatinent render it impera-
tive that the med(ioal curriculum should incelude a certain amouint
of instruction in laboratorv wrerk, ani timet the student sboiuld at
least acqimire a sufficient degrcc of kuowledzge in this counection te

enable hlm to iindcrstand the variolis reports and analyses which,
na v frem time to timme be suhînitted te hlmi in the course of bis

professional pravtice, and te iiuterpret timeni intelligciitl.y iri relation

to the diq-guosis. pregnesis aiin treancmmt of the cases mîier con-

sileraqtien, at the samne tirne I amn of opinion that it is inadvis-

able to g"Ive undue preummueuce te the pmrv scientific sie of

rnle(irîl trainin'g. lu his 1n'csidcmitial adssat the meeting of the

Canadian Medicl Association at Lenidomm, Ontario, Pr.Mcalm
expresscd the opinion that iii the report of the Carnegie Coin-

mittee too much stress is laid on the importance of laboratory in-

strucetion lin medical edumctien. le thinks- that there is a tendcncy
for it te assume uindue premiirice, and to ecpvse iniicb time
tliat emparativclyv little is left fer the olinical work and perseîmai

contact with patients, whieb is se neccssarv' as a preparatien foi,

independent practiee, anmd T înalv sa.v thaýt f «mi quite -in acceord.in-e,
with this view.

Tt is iinfortuinate that stii a shar-p liime of demaroatimi is ýola1-

monly drawn betwcen theoretical and1pacia work. The scidn.

tifhc investigation of mnuv of the prebleins ennected withi disease

can most eflectivel ' ve bcarri*< eut in Nwcll-eqîipl)etd labem-ateries lu
close rclationship to bespital clinics, but the work (1011e lu the

laboratory should not be lookcd uipoii as aum eutitv. enitirelv dis-

tinct and separate froin the clinical werk, but Shouild ratber lie re-
gardcd as complementar 'v te it. The ultimate ob1 et of betbi de-

partments is or shoifl be the saine, uamnelv, earimg for the
patient in the best possible manner, and the c:arrviug eut of in-

vestigations with a view te ascertaining the inest effectual umetbods
of preventing and (ilrillg disease. The instruictieli giveil in the

laboratory, exeept in cases in whieh the student iutcn(ls te devote
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