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«THE IRISH IN
(From the Dublin Revicw.)
(CONCLUDED.)

# Such then is the great body of the Catholic
poor of England in their material civilisation,
their vices, and their.virtues. As the Church
upon earth-does pot consist exclusively of the
just and of saints, we r.!o not expect to find any
large body of men without many a fault and
many a sin. The tarc bas been sown in the
same field with the wheat, and both must grow
up together until the barvest. And therefore
although it wmust ever be a source of pain to
know that there are Catholics who are wholly
ignorant of all that they ou§ht to know and do,
and that there are others who neglect and tram-
ple on the grace which has been so abundantly
bestowed upon them, thiy can never cause of-
fence or scandal to those who remember, what
the Church of Christ really is, and is intended
to be. Yet although the poorer Catholic classes
m this country are not vithout their serious faults
of ignorance and of vice, yet looking at them as
2 body, and on the whole, we have every rcason
to be thankful. They are not, as a body, infe-
rior to the poor of any Catholic country, altho’
they have had comparatively few advantages;
and they contrast favorably in every respect, ex-
cept the point of greater comfort, with the I’ro-
testant poor in the midst of whom they dwell.—
The Established Clurch in England has told
more severely in its effects upon the Englisk poor,
than upon any other class in the community. It
bas done them no good, even in a social point of
view, It has, no doubt, distributed at certain
seasons gifts and presents of money, and clothes
and bread, to a sclected few in the different pa-
rishes ; but it has never been able to reach, and
to come at, the large masses of poor hidden in
the lanes and alleys of our great towns. Tt has
sinply stood between them and the ouly Body
which could really give them a religion. It has
acted towards them like the dog in the manger:
it will not, and camnot, take care of them itself,
and it will not allow the Cuathalic Church to enter
in and to reclaim its own lost children. And
what is the consequence 2 It is, that the heresy
af three hundred years hus made fearful and ter-
rible havoe among the poor of Lngland, who are
naturally a veligious people, and who possess many
wanly and many attractive qualities shich claim
ouwr admiration and respect. "I'he heresy of three
hundred years has completely extinguished in
them every spark of fuith, and [oft them in 2
condition of almast hopeless indifitrence to all
religious belief. 1t has fefc themn in a state of
ignorance which would be inccedible, if we had
unt daily proof of iis miserable existence. It
lins so loosened the very fundamental notions of
moral obligations, that ehmstity s undervalued,
thousands habitually live in concubinage, without
even knowing it to be wrong, and the indissoln-
ity of the marriage tie is denied, not only by
the poor themselves, but even by their professed
religious teachers.  These teachers are very
powerful to undo and to destroy, but they are
inpotent in their attempts to build up again.—
They ure wholly without influence among the
very classes which stand in most need of pasto-
ral superintendence, and who are so far from
fecling any attraction towards those who ave set
over them by Jaw, that they more commonly dis-
like and despise them. ‘I'housands of the chil-
dren of the peor live and die unbaptized ; and
more infants are lost to heaven out ol Protestant
Eegland than from any other nominaily Christian
country in the world,  Axnid worse, perhups, than
all, it is the untanght and uncared for wives and
daughters of these neglected poor, who year by
year, are being alded to the numbers of those
itnorant erealures, who suller themselves o be-
come the delnded vietims of the most loathsome
form of Protestantism that has 2s yet appeared
m the world. Such have been the eflects of
three lwundred years Lieresy.  Such has been the
work, most effectunlly, we must confess, achieved
by an Established Religion, which has had in its
favor, every advantage of wealth, power, infiu-
tace, position, refinemcnt, learning, and unbroken
Prosperity, which the money and the pride of
England could bestow upon it. '
“‘The Catholic poor, on the other hand, have
' neither money, nor clotles, nor bread. They
are the Puriahs of society—the very poorest of

the poor. Ina strange and an unfriendly coun-

vy, everything is against them. The very air
IS redolent of Protestantism, which loses no op-
Portunity of {reating, with a vulgar. scorn, no
“'he'l‘er;elsp‘to, be. found, the religion of Jesus
Christ.. Every year the nation gives itself up to
an annual pastime of ‘insult to the Cathiolic faith,
ad the public journals deferd this systematic in-
Slt a5 a rational and proper amusement. The
Poor have to bear, as we have said before, in-
redible bardships for their Church, while, like

other men, they are exposed to-the usual

temptations to betray God for lucre’s sake. . Yet,

:’ =]lt is their normal condition, as a body and as
] ©ass in soeiety 2 They are a people peculiarly
Pen to impressions of religion. They have a

ENGLAND.” . |

clear, a definite, and an objective faith. "They
profess a religion, and they love it. They pray,
and they frequent the public worship of. God,
from which the poor of the establishment either
voluntarily absent themselves, or else are practi-
cally excluded. They are amenable to the con-
trol of the Church, and they respect, and lave
confidence in their clergy. The women are mo-
dest and chaste, and the seraglios of the Mor-
monites do not receive their supplies from the
daughters of Ireland. The men abstain from
intoxicating liquors in the ratio of six hundred
Catholics to three hundred Protestants.” They
have a desire to improve, to raise themselves in
the scale of civilization, and they eagerly catch
at any way of doing so, by means of learning
and instruction. They have, as a general rule,
no politics, are in no way connected with chart-
1sts, or revolutionists, or with any parties dan-
gerous to the peace of the state. And they are
all this in spite of the enormous disadvantages
under which, socially and religiously, they labor
in England. Surely then the Church may well
regard these the poorest, but not the least faith-
ful of her children, with some degree of pride
and satisfaction. No one mantains, or would
wish to maintain, that they are, in all rvespects,
what they ought to be, and what they niay yet
become : but such as they are at the present mo-
ment, they form a good and an excellent mate-
réal, which with comparative ease may be mould-
ed into shape, and raised in the scale of Chris-
tian civilization. They need instruction, training
and cducation. They have, indeed, a natural
good breeding, and a courtesy of manner about
them which is peculiarly attractive, and which, in
the poor, never degenerates into vulgarity. DBut
there are many other points in which they are de-
ficient, and these they can only learn gradually,
under the control of religion and the softening
inlluence of good education. Butas we have
said, they constitute, as a whole, a good and an
easy material to work upon. And when we
speak of the Irish poor, we must remember that
they have never had a chance of being other
than they are. It is only within the present cen-
tury that they have emerged from the heavy hand
of oppression and of tyranny, such as no other
nation in Enrope: ever groaned wnder ; and there-
fore instead of beiug a worn out and eflete peo-
ple, their futurce is still before them.  Wihat that
future shall Le, depends in some measure, upon
whaf iz done with the present generation in Eng-
land and in Ircland. By a careful pastoral su-
perintendence, by opening to themr all the rieh
resources and sweel consolations of Catholic de-
votion, by accustoming them to the functions of
the Choreh in all their beauty and magnificence,
by solid and accurate catechetical and seeular
instruction, by education of the mind, and by
accusloming the wowen to more feminine oc-
cupations, the Irish peor could be indelinitely
elevated in the social scale j and as they would
willingly meet hall’ way the Catholic Churel and
the Catlwlic priests in their efforts to improve
them, their future may very easily behold them
an enlightened and happy Catholic nation, hiend-
ing the manliness and energy of their Saxon
neighbors, with the cheerfulpess and softer traits
of a Catholic people.

“ This great work has set i already ; it has
begun in the right direction, and in the right
manaer.  Speaking of England alone—to which
we are ai present restricted—swe apprebend that
the worlc which s been done by the Church
within our own time is almost marvellous—mar-
vellous when yon consider what has been actually
accomplisied, and the poverty of these who have
had to accomplish it.  YWherever, (oo, a mission
has been started, there a congregation springs up,
and children are bronght together 5 and the la-
horer receives encouragement Lo practise his ve-
ligion; and confessions are heard, and outeasts
are reclaimed ; and some check is put upon the
acts of proselytizers, and thus a good begtuning
is made : the bread is east upon the waters, which
is to be found after wmany days.

“ A good beginning is made, but it is only 2
beginning. The work which the Catholic Church
must try and do in England is, for magnitude and
importance, beyond all ealeulation. It must en-
deavor to bring howe the duties and the blessings
of religlon to every Catholic house and family
throughout the land. It must endeavor to re-
claim those poor orphans ani destitute boys, who,
at present, form the staple supply of the rogues,
and the thieves, and the bad characters of Lon-
don. It must endeavor to rescue from therr de-
plorable misery those fallen women, whor were
born in. her communion, but who have so fear-
fully sinned against their own souls. It must
educale the people, morally, religiously, socially.
It must train up every Catholic boy and every
Catholic girl throughout the country in goed and
‘holy principles. "This is the work thit Jies be-
fore it, and stands pre-crineaf, even as com-
pared with that other great work of endeavoring
to reclaim .from heresy those who are not less
really ber-children, because they have beén, for

* London Labor, &c,, vol. i, p. 114,
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the present, lost to her fold. But how s this
gigantic task to be accomplished? 'We speak
not, now, of that supernatural assistance which
ever accompanies and attends the Church of
Christ, which supports her in her difficulties, and
mans her for her holy work. She is always sure
to have the Divine blessing preceding, accompa-
nying, and following her steps; but as God
Almighty works through human instrumentality,
and by visible neans, the Church must be as-
sisted in her mighty labors, by the prayers, the
exertions, and the energies of all her members.
There isnot a single Catholic in the country
who has not a direct interest in furthering to the
utmost of his power the education, training, so-
cial amelioration, and religious superintendence of
the Irish in England. "The poor constitute the
wealth of the Church, in the same way as politi-
cal economists tell us that a large population is
the wealth of a mation. When St. Lawrence
was commanded to exhibit and surrender (o the
pagan governor the treasures of his Church, le
brought forth the poor who were under Lis charge,
adding, that these were the treasures of the
Church, and it was no human inspiration which
suggested him to give this noble answer, Politi-
cally and religiously the poor are the wealth of
the Church. It is the poor which enable mis-
sions to be started, and the practical working of
Catholicism to be exhibited in the midst of an
heretical population. It is the poor which affords
to the Church an opportunity of bringing into
play her various organized methods of employing
her members in labors of charity—her converts,
for education, her Clristian Brothers, her sisters
of charity, her orplianages, and her convents of
the Good Shepherd. It is the poor which call
into exercise the charity of the priestly office,
and by the care and attention which they demand
and receive, mauifest to the whole world the in-
trinsic difference that exists between the Catho-
lic priest, who lives for the good ‘and the benefit
of the people, and the heretical ininister whose
time and thoughts are occupied by the cares of
a wife and family. “The poor, therefore, are
essential to the energetic and eflicient working of
the Church; and a commnunity which loses its
title to be ¢ the Chureh of the poor,” loses one
of the noblest eharacteristics of the true Church
of Jesus Christ.  All, therefore, who love the
Clurch, will love the poor, and will labar wil
lingly for their improvement. You have them
at your very doors,ready and willing Lo be taught,
if you wiil only set about 1t in the right way.-—
Give them schools, and give them priests s adu-
cate them mentally and socially ; bring to hear
upon them all these kinder and geutler influcnees,
to which they have too long been strangers ; con-
descend to go cwmong  them, and visit them at
their homes, 1o say a {riendly word to them. to
listen to their littde complaints and troubles, aud
to laugh them out of their fanlts and  prejudices.
Da not he too austere in your censures of their
many fadings, nor expect to meet with perfec-
tion in the erowded alleys and lanes ol Tondon.
You wnust, indecd, remember that we are all but
men, and high and low have equally their faulis
and sins.  You must prepare yoursell to meet,
with mugh disappointment, and with some ingra-
titude. "hose in whom you teok the greatest
interest will now und then turn out contrary to
all your expectations.  Some will go on well for
a time, and afterwards take a sudden twrn, and
fall away. Well, these things are bard to Le
borne, but it will do you good to learn these
practical lessons, 1f you are taught by them to
labor not for yourself, nor for man, but for God
atore. Depend upon 1t, however, that in the
long rua, you will have consolation enongh, No
man ever yet repented of having devoted his
tunc, his labor, and his money, to Crod, the
Church, and the poor. It is certamly a far more
rational course of life than to pass eue’s days in
mere vanity and selfishness.  {tis a more pro-
firable tnvestment of wealth, than to waste it
upon silks and satins, and the foibles of dress.——
And as every man has his day of reckoning, his
¢ day of darkness and distress,’ his day of prepa-
ration for future judgment, we nwst add onc fur-
ther reflection. “To have given heart and soul,
and time and mozey, to God and the poor, will
doubtless afford you happier thoughts in ¢ that
day, and a more pledsant retrospective, and a
more tranquil conscience, and a more joyful hope,
than if, hanging on the outskirts of fashionable
society, you bad expended your last sixpencc in
devoted attendance upon all ¢ the lord lieute-
nants’ who ever entered the Castle af Dublin, or

in obsequious waiting on all those second-rate

noblemen who did you the honor to admit you
into their houses in town. _

% But as we have said the podr are not only
the wealth of the Church, seen from a_religious
point of view, they alse form its strength regard-
ed politically. 'Whatever political consideration
the Catholics: in this country can expect to. re-

ceive from the governments of the day, is’ cn-
‘tirely ‘due 1o the fact that they are the ' co-reli-
‘gionists ‘of the poorest and lowest class in  the

community. ' No government at the present day.
can afford to deal out any very hard measures

to he exactly coincident with those of Bneland.

bright midsummer sun shines on the river Liffey,

against the Church of a large minority of the
poorer classes. ‘Wlhatever their private feelings
may be, at all events they can have no desire
that the vast Catholic population of T.ondon
should be left swithout spiritual superintendence,
to sink into vice and immorality, and to swell the
numbers of our public eriminals. At present
they know them to be upon the whole a peace-
able body of men, who trouble themseles but
little with the politics of the country ; but if the
Irish were once to lose their faith, to ccase to
entertain any respect for their priests, and to be-
come infidels and Protestants, they would at the
same time join the ranks of Chartists and revo-
lutionists,and would be distinguished even among
such companions for their still greater violence
and desperation. All politicians, and all aspirants
to the government of tlus country, are aware of
this, and therefore they would be the last per-
sons io press too heavily upon the Catholic
Church in England. It is not because they love
us, but because they fear the poor, and because
they know that e alone can train and control
them. DBut take away the Catholic poor from
our large towns and cities, send them all back
to their own country, or transport them to the
furthest ends of the world, and then what treat-
ment should we receive from Protestant Ing-
land?  We should be either left alone, because
our numbers and onr consequence would be alilee
contemptible, or we should be a second time
trodden to the dust, because it could be done
with impunity. In either case we should lave
no political status or consideration whatseever,
since  without the poor of Ireland our num-
bers would not cxceed those of many of the
Protestant sects. [t is the same also with Ame-
rica and the DBritish colonics. "Whevever the
English tongue is spoken, there the Celtic Cu-
tholic vwuries the cross of Christ.  Mr. Glad-
slone may dream of & new Catholicity hereafter
to spring up, and to be Jounded upon the simi-
larity of language, and the community of com-
mercial mterest.  The writers in the Z%¥mes may
look forward to that distant period when Eng-
land and America, the mother and the danghter,
united under the banner of a common language
and a commmon Protestantism, shall dictute lows
to the world, and overthrow the See of Rome,
but we apprehend that these drenms and visions
are never destined to be realised.  Whatever
troubles may herealter be permitted ro afllict the
Holy See, it is extremely improhable that they
will come from the union of Awmerica with ng-
Innd. Protestantism must change its watvee be-
fore it ecan ever become a bond of unton 5 and
the political interests of Amerien are not likely

But Providence is making use of the Boglish
tanguage and of Lnglish enterpeise, although for
@ purpose whiclh will not mect with the approba-
tion cither of My, Gladstone or the 7rmes.—
The English earry with them wherever they go
the Tvish Catholie poors aml he brings bis reh-
eion along with bim, and builds elurelies and
fomuls missions in Ameriea, Austrabia, ind New
Zealmd.  In these strange Tands the Teish vise to
camfort, wealth, and influeace s and their polii-
cal consequence is even now beginning to be felt
throughout the etnpive.  "Lhus then we see that
even politically, and speaking humanly, the poor
are the wealth aud the strength of the Chureh.
Be it our part to fit them for their new posivons
and their new places.  Be it ours to Inywove
the:w ere they leave our shares, that they may
nol carry with them the faults and the lLabils
which in this country bring themintc so much trau-
ble, and often cimse them to he ealled by harsher
names than they deserve. Be it ours to kegp
ative the bund of brotherhood wlich unites the
seatlered snembers of the Chuieh in one eommu-
nion and felfowship, by a holier and a stronger
bord than a similarity of language, und a unity
of commercial refations.  Above all, he it our
most anxious care, that go where they may
throughont the worll, they may know, under-
stand, and practice their holy religion ; and re-
taining unimpaired that wondertul faith, wlich
they have inherited from their fathers, may illus-
trale it by gentlencss, and purity, and fove, and
by all the virtues of a genuine Catholic people.”

PROSELYTISM AT WORK IN IRELAND,

PART IT,
_ (From the Weekly Registcr.)

Lesuming the account of the “ operations,” I
purpose now ¢ joining company” with some of
these same ¢ Seripture Readcers, who prow] about
in pairs.”’ S

Itis ten o’clock, and a Monday morning. A

and a solitary lounger leans over the bars of .the
% metal bridge,” glancing gloomily towards the’
ripple on the muddy waters beneath him. .. The
Metal. bridge :is: a _capital rendezvous. : A
charge of one-halfpenny "being_made for each
foot passenger, and there being no carriage traflic
allowed over it, the bridge is always -sufficiently,

lonely, . and just -the: spot to...choose: for. a'quiet
chat, to arrange plans which may have anything

but a quieting effect. ‘Fhe person w
on the bridge on the morning to which I allude,

did not suggest, by Lis manner or appearance, .
the idea that his was a wind capable of gathering

enjoyment from any contemplation of nature, as

scen in the murky flood beneath, or the beaming

sky above. Tle was fully trimmed in the ¢ shab-

by genteel” style—a rough, ill-dressed «loon.”

From hat to shoe he showed the ¢ very plebeian.”

A palpable desire to ape “ gentility™ seemed to

resist his best efforts to cast any influence over

his settled vulgarity, ‘U'lie hat, which sat jauatily

on his narrow head, was never made % 1to fill that
post.” It was, morcover, of a Parsonic shape,
and ils unusually broad brin just suffced to con-
ceal the short, bristling, ¢ carrotty locks,” which

thickly edged a thickly-covered thick skull. Al

the articles of ¢ wearables™ which this individual

“shone in,” evidently reached their present use
after having done faithful service in another
sphere. It was manifest, nevertheless, that the
man felt proud of the “ acquisition,” and, sooth
to say, so well he might ; one short month before
this blessed bright morning that identical fellow
cried “hox, hoa,” after a Munster Farmer's

cows. 'I'hen, his complete attire did not include
covering for the feet or head ; and a well patch-
ed, many-colored fricze coat did not couceal
inmer garments as coarse as they were murky
looking. Tor the article of dress which then
cased his lower kmbs sullice it to say, that when.
Farmer Ryan thought well to give his * cordu-
roys” to the * Lerd boy,” the suid “ corduroys”
tiad been mended and piceed for the wnth time
since their purchase, four years previously, and
were deemed 2 “nice thing” by the lad himsell
when they were “east oft” in his interest. The
¢ hierd’s-hoy™ had just reached that age when the
mind is most limber, wnd the aspirations ave of o
yielding and conceited character.  He way al-
most a man in years, and quite a man in his own
estimation.  Tom Trotter, who had been, some
twelve montbs ago, his intimate, was now quite a
“ gentleman™ with the Soupers, while the cow-
‘herd’s office was. yet the highest he himsell had
attained to. Ife was ¢“in love,” too; that poor
tattered, lLatless;, shoeless, red-haired wretch!
But although the daivymaid had a thousand times,
told bim how little she relished the atteniions of
the ¢ snub-nosed fox™ (in allusion to his com-
plexion and his nasal organ), still, and for atl, he
thoought that * fine feathers made fwue birds,?
andd imbibed the templer’s sweet promise:, jead-
g him to look towards * souperisin” a« the oli-
nrax of hisx own greatness.” e canvead. Yo,
thanks to Futher Junes and the village wchaool,
e cando that ;oand write lis same, Loa, with 2
add word, now and then, in addition to it. Day
by ity the thought baunts him, but fear abales
ity and something indefinable @ puts it off; day by
day he: grows gaore important i his beaving and
fusolent i his camluet s e hardiy knows why,
and his waster does nol s(op Lo inquire, but wpon
some paltey ontbwest of impertinence from  the
one antd passion from the othee, their position as
masfer and servant s severed, The die was
then cast. "hat evest peovides the = boy™ with
fuel to heap upon the five whieh for some time
had been seevetly devouring his hearl.  VWere
satan Lo shake hands with him, and, us 2 reward,
* betler his condition,” he would not shrink feomn
the contact, just then.  Oue gentle influence stild
constrains  him—his religion. ¥Yes, Dis veligion, .
although sominally the chied thing cancerned,
wits Lhe last  thing he thonght about, secmed to
stiyrger Lis detemaination. I was @ ecitical o=
ment.  Wax there danger? Does the step de-
liver to danger 1 Suppose it is taken, are there
nola thausand climees of retrieving the step?
He cen < hetter lis condition,” and then save
himselt in tune!  Every eovllicting  whisper
which steals into bis treinbling conseience is sur-
prised and cast out, by the one wastev-thought
of “ hettering lis condition.”  Bul then, bLow
set about it? Ma! the thing, it once selded o,
is ensy.  Lverything then makes way [or ihe
rapid execulion of a purpose which has made a
sinful truce with conscience. Iow do it though?
‘There is no use in doing the Protestant ¢ dodge,”
il the result is dowbtbal. © Why, go in -the fivst
instance Lo Powm Trotter—the Anetamorphised
herdstnan—he will see (o that. Tom is.found §
what rare delight for Tom! Mick—Tfoxy Mick,

(so our cowherd is called) hecomes possessed: of
anew pleasure... Tom’s delight amazes bim! .
-Mick is, therefore, more at ease, and for the first. -.
time thinks it possible that there may be.a grain .

of truth in Protestautism. - Mick does not see .
what Tom thereupen writes down. - A new con~
version to Tom’s credit will.show wellin his = .
Mlssionary’s report. -Now, then, for due instruc- -
tion thou poor Mick! .There. is a tract on the ...
Mass ; very good, very. good, indeed, -thinks: ..
Mick, and bLis mind, eager to form itself in that . .
diréction, grows acquainted with the proper spirit ;.
of souperism. . Tract after. tract follows, . -He . .
devours, them all, and in, one ; night brings home
‘to his bewildered conception:the.great. % enormi- - -
ties of Rome,”, : Another. spirit-seizes ‘him<the .-, 1
hatés . Popery. That is.an essential; point;~and:. " ;

while the Celtic “impulse of his nature lasts—




