
THE TRUE WITNES 1ANU I CATHOLIC (lHRONICL.

ble; but-nur touriste enjoyed it as if it
had been St. Peter's; in lact it has some-
thing, of the barn-like impressiveness
and immensity of St. Peter's. They did
nat aak it te be beautiful or grand; they
desired it only t reall be belnved
ugliness, the fondly cebrished hideous-
ness and incongruity of th average
Catholic churches of theiremembrance.
And it did this and more1 i itadded an
effect of its own; it offered tbespectacle
of a swarthy old.Indian kneeling before
the high altar, telling his beade, and
saying with sighs and tears the prayers
which it cost se much martyrdom and
heroism t teach his race."

Hie description of the Gesu is too
abominable ta reproduce here. We
have j ust had enough te prove that Mr.
Howplls is a mere Philistine; a very
prejudiced, a very ignorant and a very
unrefined creature. It is thus that the
poor, dull, cold, hollow, uninspired
and uninspiring Protestantism of Mr.
Howella looks upon what wealth and
art and genius have contributed to the
glory of God. It would be a mercy ta
Mr. Howells if the Almighty would
keep him out of beaven, for surely the
perfection, the splendor and the celest ial
harmony of the Divine mansions would
grate upon his soul for all eternity
and nnder existence unbearable for such
a strongly organized creature.

hON. W. E. GLADSTONE.

On last Friday the Grand Old Man
celebrated bis eighty-fourth birthday,
and universal were the rejoicings. From
the Sovereign down to the humblest
peasant all honest-hearted and noble-
mnded people, who were aware of the
event, rejuiced and thanked heaven for
the rich blessings of health, happiness
and long years granted Lt that truly
great man. That the Queen, the mem-
bers of the Royal family, the supporter
of Mr. Gladstone's policy in the Com-
mons and the liberty-loving asanciations
of Europe, America and Australla should
pay bomage te the venerable leader of
the British Administration, is not to be
wondered at; less could not be expected,
although the spontaneousuess of affec-
tion and honor must have been most
gratifying te the aged but vigorous
statesman. But that Mr. Gladstone's
most bitter opponent, Mr. Balfour,
should rise, in bis place in the House,
and express the congratulations of the
Opposition, lends still another bean t
the effulgence of that occasion.

There is something touchingly fine in
those moments when truce is called and
deadly opponents join bands in bearing
a well-deserved tribute to place at the
sbrine of a really great man; or when
they unite their voices in a chorus of
praise to one whose life and whose
works have challenged the admiration
of hie age. Such scènes take place in
time of war, when, under-the white fig,
enermy meets énemy and aIl divisions
are forgotten in a common cause. We
remember well the scene in the Cana-
dian House of Commons when the
brilliantly-oratorical leader of the Op-
position delivered a glowing and pathe.
tic eulogy cf the dead statesman whose
genius had ewayed the destinies of Our
country during almoat half a century.
That was a mournful occasion, but none
the less glorious despite the pall of
sorrow that Meath's Angel let drap upon
the scène. On Friday last it was still
a grander, and In every sense
a . bappier event; in the Britieh
House of Commons. it was not a
blending of generk.lly npposing voices l
expressions of grief, raher .was it the
outpouring of conigratulations from ail
sides, congratulltions tothe moast re-
markable, most !enerable .and most.ub-
lime figure in Lhe arena of modern
poli tics.

However, iL would not.be natural if

there were not a disòord4nt .note from
sone quartbr or other. Perhaps it is wli
that it should be so; for that one muflied
note serves to accentuate the more
clearly the harmony of all other voices.
The London Times-the Thunderer-
could not bide its disappointment for one
day; while tendering Mr. Gladstone a
balf-hearted tribute on the occasion of
bis eighty-fourth birt.h-day (it could not
respectably bave doue otherwise than
refer to the event) it conveys a broad
hint that Mr. Gladstone would serve is
country well, were he to now retire froin
public life. It in not very probable that
Mr. Gladstone cares two straws for the
opinion of the Times, and he is too good
a classie scholar to not know the worth
of that oft-quoted line : ' *imeo Danaos
el dona ferenter." Moreover, the Times
is not the public of Great Britain ; the
times are changed since the Times was
the all potent and almost only exponent
of British thought. This is an electric
age, and "thunderers" do not frighten
the world, as they did before the age of
irvention and new-fangled printing-
presses. The people of Great Britain
happen to think differently from the
Times ou this subject. His country and
the whole world would feel the irrepar-
able loue were Mr. Gladstone to take the
unkind .hint of that heartles monster.
Standing, to-day, in the midst of millions
of admirera, friends, supporters, and well-
wishers, with the snows of eighty-four
winters upon his hair and the beams of
eighty-fourglorious summera on his face,
with a record of public life, such as no
living main may ever expect to see equal-
led or even approached, with a glorio us,
self-imposed mission of seeing justice
done to the Irish race, before he is ready
to say the adieu to public life. Gladstone
is unquestionably the most glorious po.
litical pyramid in the vast expanse of
this century. May God grant him many
-birthdays, and health and"strength to
enjoy them.

THE MASS.

It is fully time that wea should corne to
the fifth part of the Mass. We bave
striven to give a history of the great
mystery of the Holy Eticharist, while
speaking of that fourth and all important
part of the Mass called Comecration.
Our shcr 'icles fail to convey a just
idea of g eatness of that greatest of
mysteri ', t it i with the writer the
fault lies if we bave not fully succeeded
in dispelling any double that could pos.
aibly linger In the mind upon that ques-
Lion.

" The fifth part of the Mas*begins at
the Pater or Our Fther. The Pater i
preceded by a preface or preparatory
prayer, whichj is aid through respect for
the Lord's prayer, and to aid us to say it
well."

Let us pause for a moment!1 What i
the Our Falher A simple question yon
may rernark. It is the Lord's Prayer,
and is the first one we are taught by our
mothers. In all Christian denonina-
tions, no matter bow else they differ, the
Lord's Prayer is preserved, more or less
exact, but always in substance the same.
Yes. it l the prayer we first learn, and
we know it was pronounced by Christ
Himself in the gardon of Olives and is
the summary of all other prayers fron
manto God. But the question ls not an
idle one. Par from it. -

The Our Father is not only the most
perfect of alf prayers, coibosed for men.
by theson of GOnd; but it is more still.
[t in the compendiumf al 'a.ur wants;
it is therichest pince of oômpositiönLha
.was-ever made. «It la a poem gigdrions
lu -its inspiration, exact in iLs every
word, harmonic in all ita parte, glowing

ti feeling, pregnant lwith cleatial fire,

lofty in its aim, super-human..in its
aspirations.

It proclaims that God, the Yuther of
aIl, is in Heaven and that Hie name la to
be blessed by bis creatures on earth and
in the mansions of Hie love. It clle for
the kingdom of that Father t come,
that He may reign in all His ineffable
splendor over the objecte that Hie Al.
mighty Will has called, from nothing-
neas, into being. And it demande that
the Will of that mighty and loving
Father be done on earth by His de-
pendant children. Yes, that it be done
here even as' the countless hosts of
beaven unceasingly perforr iL. And
that, Will t·ding done and the glnry of
h e Father being established, it begt
then of the Lrd of all true Bounty to
give te His creatures their daily bread
to confer upon them the mraus of sus-
taining life that they may be enabled t
glorify Him. And then, considering the
weakneas of man, bis numberless faults.
tollies and misfortunes, it begs of tht
omnipotent judge-the judge of mercy-
te forgive our ins and te mete out t um
forgiveness in proportion te that which
we have for those who injure us. It pro-
claims the feebleness of man and his in-
capacity to support, bimself, fur it call.
upon God the Father te save us from
tPmptations. We are all frail and with
out that aid from above we cannot er
pect to ever be able to reaist these
temptations. Finally does not that
prayer beg that webe delivered from al
evil, that is from sin, moral death,
eternal sorrow ?

Wbat l there that man can add to
such a prayer? This then is em-
bodied in the Mass. What a won.
derful study is that of the Mass 1
Volumes upon volumes might be
written upon eacb particulir part of
that great sacrifice. Man can never
conceive the depths of mystery, the aw.
fulness of miracle, the perfection of com-
position that the Mass displays. There
is nothing superfluous, there is nothing
wanting, there is everything exact, there
i. everything perfect in its parts and in
its whole. A single low Mass la not
only a iepetition of the great sacrifice of
Calvary, but iL is a union of all the
mest eloquent prayere, a mighty and
divine inspired epic, beside whicb al the
glorious achievemients of ages grow dirm.
as the stars that disappear before th-
sun. An epic did we say ? Yes, an epic
loftLy beyond the eagle flight of human
thought, deep beyond the graep of
human philosophy, in the presence of
of which we can but be silent and adore'.

After the Pater the priest breaks the
Racred host over the ch.alice; puts 'a
small part of it in the precious blood to
mark the intimate union we are going
to contract with our Lord by the Com
munion, and places the other parts on
the patena for bis own communion. At
this moment the firat christians gave
each other the kiss of peace, to show
that they loved one another as brethren.
The kiss of peace which, at the present
day, the deacon gives ta the clergy dur-
ing High Mass, is a preclous memorial of
this holy custom.

The .gnu Di ls then said. The
priest strikes hie breast each time as he
repeats these worda, calling on the Lqmb
of God ta have nercy upnn us and to
give ns peace. It le a prayer in which
the priestsasks of our Lord to give us
that peace so neceesary for both this
world .and the next. After the Agnus
Dsthe priest recites those most beauti.
fil prayers, the more immediately te
dispose him ta recelve the Lord of oasts.
To recite tbem is an excellent means of
preparing.for holy communion. As. son
as - these prayera are said, the priest
makes a genn.flection and, taing the
host .iuisi Je~fL þaind, apcd sti:iking...bi

breast with his right hand, he says those
words of the centurion : " Lord I am
not worthy that thoupildlet ente r un-
der my rouf, but only say the word and
mv servant shall be healed." The word
servant l replaced by the word soul,
thus pruclaiming that the word of Christ
will auffice to heal the soul, that in truly
sorrowful. The servant of the centurion
was dying and Jesus went past. The
centurion caled upon Hlim to save
his servant, Jesusasked to be led to the
itlace where that sick man was. "No,"
cried out that man of great faiti, "I am
not worthy O Lord, that thou ehouldet
enter under rny roof, thy word will
suffice and my servant shall be healed."
Hiow very few. in our day, repent those
words with their full meaning. We say
them with our lips, but too often we do
not think ourselves unworthy of the
presence of Cbriet. In fact our conduct
would lead the world to think that we
considered iL a very amali honor to bave
the Lord of Heaven and of Eirth united
with us. Our faith may be great but it
it is not the burning faith of the cen-
turion. It Lis a faith arising more from
habit than anything else.

The Confiteor is said in order to excite
ha to compunction and humility because
the Confiteor is a signal and public ao-
nusation of our sine. After it is said the
priest communicales in both forme and
administers to those requiring it the
sacrament in the forrm of bread alone.

After the communion come the ablu.
'ions. They are used to purify the
mouth and fingers of the priest so thact
no portion of the sacred epecies may re-
main adtering to them. Whilt, taking
the ablutions, he says prayers of thaneks-
giving for his communion. This is the
end of the fifth part of the Mass. There
is yet the sixth part to be examined,
but we must keep it for the next nolm.
ber. Behold now the communion is
over snd the great rnystery bas been
performed. I i mleet that for a mo-
ment we look back at the completeness
of this great sacrifice and study its beau.
ties and perfections. There ie nothing
amies. The gradua] ascent from the
foot of the altar. through epistlea, gos-
pels, prefaces, c-ffrtories, until we iech
the great moment of consecration. All
the prayers and ceremonies converge
towards that point. And once that
dread action is accomplished, the pray.
era and cerernonies are indicat ive of the
important change which has taken place
in the brpad and wine. The meditations,
the genu flections. the miultiform signs of
the cross, the hnmhle tne of lho pray.
ero that at once bespeak a thanksgiving
and a supplication. The thanksgiving
is for the mighty and mysterint.s favor
accorded man by God in the transub
stantiatiôn : the supplication is to beg
for grqces with the approaching com-
mnmon.

But the other day we beard a, person
remark that the Muas muet be a nyptio
and unmeaning ceremOry invented by
priest-craft to deceive the people. Suich
in a pretty wide-spread opinion. But
who are tbey that speak thus ? They
are the ignoranm, illiterate and vnigar
No refinement, no education, still les.
instrnction have they tn hnast of. ipeak
nnly of that which you have Atudied
and knnw. There in not a movement or
wnrd in the Maps hnt, like the inner
wlepls of a wat.n.h, beloneu to the whte
vsatem. and without wnich allthe other

parts would not mnvp samorothly.

Cim of nvr Protestant r"adprhas sent
us a number of qtest.i"n rdgarding
;;fférent donias of nr Faith and the
Bible. In onr next issne we will rep!y
to orie or tw of th ese. quesrinns and to
the otber in suc'ceeding nnmhers. W.
are very glad of the opnortunity ir ser-
f ing onr friend rieht on these difTrent
points and giving him all Lhe iufuna.
on thait 'we possess,


