
THE TRUE WITNESS AND GATHOLIC OHRONIOLE.

OBLTICISM AND EIDICULE.

Another Able Article From the Pen of
a Talented Correspondent.

At firet sight there appears to be no
connection between the germa criticism
and ridicule, nor in reality is there any ;
yet, as a matter of fsct we confound
them with one another every day. For
instance, a person je given to picking
out the flaws in a neighbnur's manner,
speech, mode of dressing and so forth,
and holding themn up to ridicale. Before
long such a one is dubibed a critic by
ber little circle and is either admired <'r
detested by lier companione very beartily.
I say ber, becase just now I am writing
for the benefit of my own sex. That men
cando and se their neighibors faults and
gossip about then with a certain amotunt
of relish I ar avery well aware, nor are
their attentions upon this point confined
exclusively to uernersofbtheir own sex,
on the contrary. But, as Josialh Allen's
wife says, "I ani a eppisodin, and to re-
soom." Iii every little social circle we
find one or two who have obtained the
character of critics by the facility they
display in seizing upon and holding up ta
derision the mi ntal, moral or social
weak spots of their neighbors. It may
be well ta remark just here that this
character is not an enviable one and ia
much harder to suLstain than that of
being a humorist, which everybody
knowa is hard enough, Having once ob-
tained the repu taition we feel onrelves
obliged to finid faruit witlh everything. It
is exnected of us. Do we attend a party,
we are expectedi ta puill our hostese and
the entertainment ta picees as soon as
we leave ber house. In ur little circle
no one prPsumes to praise until we have
spoken, they wait to hear our verdict.
We may have qualmis of conscience or
of honor and feel that we are doing
rather a main thing, but the temptation
is a subile orie and we generally go down
befFre iL ; then our conpani >ns laugh
and say, "what a critic you are, ynu see
throuîgl everybody," and we feel flatter-
ed and elatel when we should feel
ashaned if ourselves. But this is not
really criticisn, it is only ridicule.
Criticism would see the good points as
well as t le had ones of the object criti-
cised and would treet both impartially,
while ridicule il blind to the gond and
takes a nagnifying glaise to discover the
bad. Any one ca ha a critic of this
kind. It lons not require education, en-
sibility, sympatliy or insight ; indeed
those thungs would be rather in the way1
as tendiaag to weaken that eagle-eyed1
penairatine whichl datects the spots upont
the :un and w'mders where the daylight(
conrs fron. The desire to be thought(
cleverer and snirter than our friends is
the orgin ai the ridiculing critic, if i
may he'aill.wed to tise such a designa-
tin. To h-ave a clear ilea within us as1
to the locations of Lisbon and adrid1
while we ic r sonie less fortunate neigli-
bor mix ing Spain and Portugal gives us
a thrilli of superiority that we always
find pleasant. This would be harmhss ilt
we cotnfined it to our own breasts, but1
there woualil be no fan in that; so wea
communmcate <ur neighbor's ignorance1
and, incidentally, our own knowledge, ta
another neigh bor at the first opportunityi
and the praocess of ridiculing begins. I
wonder how we would feel if suddenly1
called upon to state the location of any
of the hundreds of places in the civilized
world that we dotn't know anything atj
ail about beyond having heard theiri
names. I'm afaid we'd be vexed if
lauighed at by the questioner for our
ignorance.

Ail this je smuall ; pitifully small. What
is the knowledge of the most learned
man on earth when weighed against
what ha does not kniown? Does not
daily experience teach us that we have
hardly mastered the alphabet of our own
narrow lives yet, without venturing to
glance at the vast abysses of science and
niatural history that the touch of modern
research is beginniuing te lignt up? And
if this is truc of the finite world we n-
habit, wiat shall We say off that other
whose meanest inhabitant poasseasses an
intelligence before which the learning of
ail the pnilosaphers and scientiste and
wise men who have ever lived abrinks
into nothing?

Little can be said upon this subject
that has not been said before. IL le as
old as the hills. Man's ignorance. and
man's vanity. The theme ls almost worn
out and we have not yet learned the
lesson it would inculcate; that ha who
possesses the videst and deepest learn-
ng looks with lenient eye upon the

ignorance of lis fellow mortals, and the

one who holda that igiorance up to ridi-
cule proclaima aloud the narrow anl
cramped environments nf his own &oul.

KATHARINE ALLAN.

ST. ANNls Y. M. S.

Interestlng Monthly Meeting.
On Suinday afternnon the St. Ann's

Young Men's Society held their regular
mnnthLly meeing, which was largely at-
tended, over two hundred menbers being
present. Amongst othPr matters trans-
acted was the election of a new secretary.
The choice fell upon Mr. P. Bprgin, one
the most popular young men in the so-
scitty, and certainly one of the most
competent ta fulfil the duties of that im-
portant office. It was announced that
the St. Patrick's Night entertainment
had been a grand success, financially as
well as otherwsse. Also, it was made
known that the Society had sectired the
splendid steamer "Three Rivers" for an
excursion on the 24th of May next. Great
exertions are being made to have a most
successlul day of it, and no pains are
being spared to prepare wel for the oc-
casion. It is to e hoped that the excur-
sion will in every way be up to the
expectations and anticipations of the
society.

BLJAKE'S GOOD WORK.

Banquetted by the Manchester Reform
Club.

On the 15th of March Hon. Edward
Blake, M. P., was the guest of the Man-
chester Reform club, at a banquet, with
the president of the club in the chair.
In introducing Nfr. Blake, the president
of the clnb said the British Liberals wel-
comed Mr. Blake at a. powerful ally in
Vte great political conflict they were now
waging. One of the most remarkable
things in the recent. developrment of the
Irish question was the way in which the
men of high capacity and statesnianlike
mind uUted mn the cause. Noth-
ng was more full of hope for the
future than the fact that such men
had ranged themselves on the side'
of the Irish people and were prepared to
take their part in the govern ment of the
country. Perbaps no maid<n speech
had ever produred a greater impression
than that delivered hy Mr. Blake. It
had lifted him at once into the front
rank.

In reply to the toast of his health, Mr.
Blike made a splendid speech upon tie
politicalIsituation in the United King-
dom, which is fully reported in tho MaIn-
chester Gunrlian, the leading newspa rer
nf the city. Dealing editorially with Mr
Blake's speech the Guardian says:

Even more important than these acite
suggestions was the large faith and
high enthusiasmn of the speech. Mr.
Blake hinself belongs by birth to
the nmiiority, to the old party of ascen-
dancy; and though ha lis learnt
to put away those childish thungs and to
be an Irishmnan in the full meaning of
the w.,rd, he still would he the lest marn
in the world toaccept aschene whichlhe
believed would result in the " oppression "
of the class and creed from which he
sprang. So also Mr. Blake is very evid-
ent'ly a loyal subject if the Queen and
heartily attached to the great empire in
which he has ple.yed no unimportant
part. Bearing these facts in mind we
shall more iully understand the mean-
ing and value of his "fundnnmental ob-
"jection ta the whole course of action on
"the part their political opponents."
This fundamental objection was that
" they insisted upon two propositions
"which he wholly denied. The first was
"that there existed an irreconcilable
"division and alienation between
"the people of Ireland and the people
"of Great Britain, and, do what you
"would, you could not obtain a better
"state of feeling. The second was that
"between the majority and the minority
"in Ireland there was a division incap-
"able of being removed." Experience,
in Mr. Blake's opinion, will remove it.
When the majority and the minority
have to live together in Ireland, without
constant reference by the latter ta the
mother-in-law over the water, they will
live altogether, andnot before. We
know that the Union in its present form
bas not made Irishmen loyal subjecta of
the common empire ; we need on]ly read
the reports of these "Unionist" meetings
now gomng on in Ireland to see that it
has not, made them-understand or trust
one another. From both-points of view,
then it is a failture, and so great IL ailure
that nothing worse is possible. Home

Rule is au experiment, no doubt, but.
as Mr. Blake said, it is a noble one, an
appeal to those "better feelings of
lumanity" to wlich appeal is seldiom
made in vain, and we share bis convie-
tion that faith in human nature will
once mure be justified by the result,."

CATH OLIC NEWS

Socialists at Roubaix, France, atacked
a Catholic chuîrch last Sunday threw the
priest into the street, dispersed the con-
grfRration, and broke up the furniture.

It is reported that a Dutch Protest-
ant who was recently converted to the
Roman Catholic faith while on a visit
tob Landes bas presented the anm of 3,.
000,000 france to the Bishop nf Tarbes for
the compleion of the parish church of
that famous place of pilgrimage.

Bishop Howley, of St. George, New-
foundland, who was recently the guest
of the Jesuit Fathers of Boston College,
ras surprise a few days ago to receive a
present of a beautiful gold watch from
Some of his Newfoundland friends in
Boston.

The next great feast of the church
comes on Ascension Thursday, which
follows forty days after Easter, and will,
therefore. fall this year on May 11, Ten
days after the Ascension comes Pente-
cnst, or Whit Sunday, May 21, and a
week later will hring Trinity Sunday and
the close of the Paschal season, May 28.

His Holiness Pope Leo XIII. bas on
recommendation of tne Most Rev. Dr.
Sheehy, Lord Bishnp of Wateford and
Lismore, conferred the degree of Doctor
of Theology on the Very Rev. W. H.
Sheehy, President of St. John's Coilege,
Waterford. At. the Catherdral on Friday
evening the Bishop read the Papal marn-
date, atter which Father Sheeby made a
profession of faith.

Monseignor Capel, who bas being
dwelling in seclusion for arome years back
out on the Pacifie slope, appeared in
publie print last week, his communicat-
ion having reference to the absurd claims
of the Ritulists that mass je celebrated
in their chirches. The monsignor does
not seem to have accepted that invitat-
ion which was said to have been ex
tended to him by Cardinal Vaughan to
return to London, and it is an open
question if suich invitation was ever seen.

The Passionist Faithers, Mournt Argzus,
Dublin, are engaged in cnllecting mate-
rials for a life of the late Father Charles.
The fathers would feel deeply griLtefull if
those who have received letters from
Faither Charles, whliich might be con-
sideredl suitable for insertion in the hio-
graphy, would kindly send theni o ML.
Argus, or any otier information calcu-
lated to facilitate their labors.

After Easter we may ohtain some de-
finate information fron Rome regarding
the nany episcopal nominations which
the country lis been expecting forsome
time past. There are quite a number of
such appuintmens to be made now. the
most important ones being the St. Louis
co-adjiit.rship, which may entail otier
noninations ; the Fort Wayne bishopric
and the vacant see of St. Juseph. The
Dallas diocese ie also without a prelate,
mince it ja authoritatively stated that
Bishlop Brennan has resigned that see.

The daily press corroborated the other
day the statement made in this column
last week that the principal motive of
the western trip which Monseignor
Satolli will undertake shortly after Eas-
ter i8 to be the present as the Pope's re-
presentative at the opening of the
Wurld's Fair at Chicago, May 1. The
apostolic delegate is to stop first, at Cin-
cinnati, .Archbishop Eider of that city
having extended him nsome time ago a
pressing invitation to visit his archiepi-
copal city and see for himself in what a
prosperous condition Catholicity existe
in Cincinnati. The Monsignor will also
visit Columbus to arrange for the trans-
lai to the Propaganda of the institution
in tbat city known as the Josepliinum.

ARITHMETICAL ExArINiATIoN.-School
Inspector: Well, my litle girl, how
many inches to a foot ? Little Girl:
T-twelve, sir. Scbool Inspector; Right.
Now, boy, what does a yard contain?
Little Boy : Well, sir, ours contains a
tool bouse and a chicken run, to say
nothing of a broken swing and adust-bin.

A Member of the Ontario Board of
Ilealth Says:

I have prescribed S-ott's; Emulilon iioisumption uud even when the digetive powers
were wenk it lhas been roii vt by gond re-
suIts." H1 P.YICiOMANS,AN. B., \4.D. s.-2

ROXAN NEWI.

Gleaned from the Universe and other
aources.

The King of Roumania has sent Car-
dinal Rarmpolla the grand cordon or the
Star of Roumania.

The German Emperor lias intimated
to the Pope that he and hit wife will pay
him a polemn visit at the Vatican at the
end of April

The Sultan has conveyed to the Holy
Father his conviction that the moral
power of the Papacy would guarantee
the Euroipean social order.

Mgr. Lasagna lias been conisectated by
Cardinal Rampolla. and wili leave on the
3rd of April with thirty missionaries for
his diocese in Central America.

The Empreus of Aust ria bas presented
1 he Holv Father the sni of one ltundired
thousanda fa-ara to defray the expenses
of the new reading-room lately audded tu
the newVatican library.

Mgr. Toulotte, Bishop of Tagaste, has
been appointed, on the suggestion of the
Propaganda, Vicar-Apostolic of the Sa-
harra. This ecclesiastic was forierly
aixiliary to Cardinal Lavigerie.

The Bishop of Grenoble has been
warnly received by the Pope, who ex-
pressedi his pateranal feelings towards
France and adalvise-d lier to follow the
pathway tracel in bis instructions.

The Dutchl Minister of War, Colonel
Sevfar., bars issued an order ihat Catholhet
soldiers shall be exempt fromu duty on
aitl holitdays of obligation in their Church,
although the dates niay not be legal holi-
days. They are more tolerant in the
Netherlands than in some Catholiccoun-
tries.

The Papal Juibilee was celebrated on
Suaiday thronghout Belgiun. There was
much pious rejoicing, and exhibition of
acts of zeal and munificence for the
elory of the Churcli and in honour of
the Pontiff. Te Deumus, services, pro-
cessions and exultation were the order
of proceedings.

The solermn beatification of the Ven-
erable Leopoldo Gaiche, professed priest
of the Order of Relormed Minors oi St.
1 rancesco, took place on Sunay, in the
Vatican. The Archbishlop of Perugia
waus present. In the afternoon His
Holities visited the Hall overrthe portico
of the Basilica to venerate the relics of
the beatified.

The Countess de Hain of Copenhagen,
dauglhter of Baron Hedemann, a former
high functionary of the Danish marine,
bas taken the veil of novice in the C n-
vent of Auagustines ait Meran, in the
Tyrol. The lady is aged 70. Of Pro-
testant origin herself, ber lhîuband and
tihree children were coanverted to Catho-
licity. Having lost the comrpanion of
lier life, the Couitess determined togive
herself tup entirely to GAd.

The Papal JuAbilee bas been kept on
Mount Lebanon with extraordinary en-
t.husiasm. Prince Hossen de Khasen,
belonging to the most illustrious of
Maronite families, desired that every
homage should be rendered to the emi-
inent successur of St. Peter. Illumina-
tions on a grand scale were given after a
service in the Church of St. Anthony of
Daraoun, and immense crowds separated
to cries ten times repeated of ' Long live
Leo XlUl!"

The Scotch pilgrims who were received
by the Pope on Sunday, the 26th of
February, at 4 p.m., numbered about
two hundred persous, and were presented
by the rector of the Scots College, Mgr.
Campbell. The Archbishop of E in-
burgh, the Most Rev. Dr. Smith, and thie
secular chief of the pilgrimage, Lord
Ralph Kerr, read addresses in Lutin.
The Holy Father rephed in the same
tongue through the medium of Mgr.
Mery del Val, his caameriero segrelo par-
ticipante, his physicians having absolute-
ly ftirbidden the fatigue of oratory. Hi,
Holiness granted the usual Pontifical in-
dulgenceB, and gave the priests permis-
sion to give the Apostolic Benediction
to their congregations upon their return'
to Scutland.

REGULAR PPOGRAMME.-Littlu Mabel:
If you don't stop. l'il tell mamma, and
she'll tell papa, and then papa, will whip
you: Little Johnny : Then l'il cry, and
then grandma will give me sone chao.o-
lates, and I won't give you any.

.BEWARE OF CHOLERA.
• The healthy body throws off the germs i
châlera, therefore, wisdom.counsels thie ue-or
-Burdnk Blood BiLters this spring to purify the
blood, reguate .he system, and fortify Lhe body
agatamL ehelera or oLber apidrmLes...


