* THE TRUE  WITNESS ‘AN

D :CATHOLIC CHRONICLE.

At Magherafelt Sessions, where the criminal busi-

“there ‘was at the  Jate sessions one solitary criminal
rosecution of little moment,” and the 'sessions which

'E;rmerly. lasted from:a'fortnight to three weeks, Were

finished in two days !— Coleraine Chronicle. -~

-From Dublin messages are now sent'1o-and received’

from London'within three honrs, by means of the Eng-
tish and Irish Maguetic - Telegraph, which':has been
brought into working order between the two capitals,
The messages are sent round by Belfast and the north

of England.

'

, GREAT BRITAIN.

PUBULARITY OF Prixce ALBERT.—A correspondent
iu a letter to the Caledonian Jlercury, dated 10th ult.,
says—a eurious instance of the stale of feeling here
astoshe alleged indifference to the foreign policy of
1his country by a certain party in high quarters, was
exemplified nt a dinner yesterday of one of the
Jarge City Companies.  When the second and usual

"loyul toast was given from' the ch'an-, the wl}ole com-
pany’ rel'use'd to acknowledge it, by tumiing their
wlasses upside down. Under these circumstances,
:nid the chairman, [ give you ¢ The British Conslitu-
tion,” which was drunk with immesnse cheering. A
straw is suflicient to show how the wind blows, and
tells its own tale. . .

PriNce ALBERT anND TH® Priss.~—With some ac-
guaintance with t_he hism\-y_of the British Press, we
cannot recal the time wheu it appeared in so humili-
ating a form as it does al the present moment.  Each
aaper, with Uie exceptive of three daily papers, has

ecome the echo of its neizhbor, and,. without one
sinale tangible fret to rest upon, aflects to be exceed-
ingly indignant with his Royual highness Prince Albert
for some alleged interlerenee in poblie aflairs.  We
are told (wha, indeed, we kuow), that the subject is
spoken of at tie clubs, in voflee-rooms, at the Royal
Exchauge, in mess-racws, in private purties—in fact,
wherever mei do congresate: but what does all this
prove?  Does it add a tittle of weizht to the evidence
against the Prince Consort? Does it make the cool
ariginal ¢ rumor,® whici no ane can trace to any re-
tiable soutee, oie whit the wmore truthful 2 Or does it
not establish that eur cotemprraiies have been wunt-
ing in their duty o themeelives, aid o the illustrions
Prince, in thus pernsitting wbsurd stories to aain cur-
reney withon atiempting to nentralise the poison by
at leas! demaiding upou what rational foundation
these vulgar tn'ex Jdo realiy rest? What has the
Prince done ?  Witerdiu haas he offended? Can any
one distinetly answer these questions?  We orope
through the drewry coiuinns of certain starving papers,
bateft of a supporting parly, aud public conlidence,
and the equaily intvresting pages of revolntionary
prints, in the endenver o diseover the nature of his
trespass 3 bnt all that we ean discern: is a vagne alle-
oation, a doudiful inference, derived framn a cirenm-
stantial chain of ridicolons tennity, that his Royal
Highness has sacrilicod Tarkey to the Czar in order
to Jblige the ing ol the Belgians, who has tried to
strengthen Lis hands by an Anstrian Alliance, and
desires to separate this eoantry from an association
with FFrance.  We onee heard of 2 man who walked
from lyde Puark-corner to Whitechapel Chureh, in
arder, as he said, to prevent the Thames from being
frozen over iu summer.  The connection between the
act of this purson {who afierwurds died in Bedlam)
and the object he had in view was not very obvious ;
but we will undertake to say that the 1dentity of the
deed and the parpose, was quite us worthy of respect-
ful consideration uas the sequence deduced from
King Leopoll®s snppused wishes. How, in the name
of common sense, can the interests of Belgium le
served by the sacrifice of Turkey? 1f there be any
reason it the argumeat, founded on the impartanee of
preserving @ poiitical equilibrinm  in Eurepe, the
safety of Belgimn wonld be cenzinly compromised
as that of any ollwer small kingdem, were Constanti-
nople in the hands of Russia. This, King Leopold,
who is a very astute pessonage, must perceive as
cleasly as any of the geutlemen—and we admit their
grent talent and sawacily—who devole their pens 10
the searification of his exalted nephew; bot suppos-
ing the reverse—supposing that the King of the Bel-
ains, under some not very elearly grounded alarm,
sees ruin lo Brossels in any eheek that England miszhi
offer 1o the mad ambition of the Emperor Nicholas—
what proof is there that Prince Albert has seconded
his views and 1aken n prominent part in the diseus-

. sions at the Council Board against the dictates of order,
prudence, and propriety 2 All that can be adduced
on this head is the temporary withdrawal of Lord
Palmerstou from the Ministry, as if there could, by
no possibility, be any other motive for his brief seces-
sion. On the other hand, in negation of the assump-
tion of the Prince’siniluence, we have the undeniable
tact of our continnal good understanding with France,
and the concurrent adoption of a war policy having in
view the defence of Turkey against the aggression of
the Czar. Whether that policy has been as active as
conld be desired is a question which may be fairly
solved without supposing the interference of sinister
oljects and personal views. It would be most unjust
to the Minisiers of the Puwers allied to coerce Russia
to suppose that tl:eir dilatoriness has arisen from any
othier eircumstarree than an honprable anxiety to spare
Europe the frightful consequences of a war as long as
tkere remained a prospect of a peaceable adjustment
of the question in dispute, eonsistently with the honor
in Ministerial keeping. As for the rubbish about
German allianess and connexions, we can only express
our surprise that, with the Lknowledge, we pessess of
the impossibility of the safe formation by cur Princes
and Princesses of matrimonial engagements with the
scions of the great houses of Europe, it should be
expected thatin any other than small German Pr{n-
cipalities the wives and husbands of onr Reyal family
should be sought.™ For the last 100 years the same

- kind of connexions have been established and it would
be difficult to show that any political injury has arisen
out of the process. We have never gone tv war on
" behalf of oue of the little States, nor should we do so
now, if it were placed by its own folly and disregard
of treaties in a position to provuke hostility 5 on the
contrary, we have seeu several of them at the mercy
of Napoleon, and we have not made his aggression in
Tespect 1o them {ndividually a separate casus bellt.—

he minor Duchies and Grand Duchies regard it as
their peculiar destiny to supply the: Princes of our
Blood Royal with fortunes for life, and, to- the.credit
of their inteltigence, they educate the princely chil-
dren in a manner to adapt them to their futare condi-
ton, - "Look where we may, we find very few_ instan-
ces in which Eugland has had occasion to régret the
German alliances.. There has been hardly a mauvais

& few'Years since,generally lasted fora week—.

smatl and snconsolidated that they eannot be included

Sujet among the - Dukes and Princes, and we cannot.
tecall the Jady whose fame has been tarnished by in-:
discretion. Away, then with the stuft which -rabid.
malice calls in to .its .aid wheu engaged in the foul
and villaineis woik of pulling down a reputation
which has been erected by its'owner on a noble basis
of justice, intelligesice, benevolence, and prudence.
~ United Service Gazette, : S

SECRETARY OF STATE FoR ScorLaNp.—The Town'
Council of Aberdeen, in reference to the petition for
the appointment of a Secretary of State for Scotland,
resolved, at their last meeting, by 2 majority, ¢ That
such an appointmeunt as that for which their influence
was now asked was ancalled for and inexpedient.?—.
Edinburgh Witness. . ‘

Troors For Foreray Service.—The following an-
nouncement appears in the Coik Consliturion :—
¢ Transpons are daily expected in Queenstown for
conveyance of the service companies of the Sth and
62d Regiments on foreign service. It is rumored in
military circles that it is in contemplatiou to strengthen
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certaiff curves so to speak, each extending over penads
of fifieen years. During the first half of these periods
‘the sessons become warmer and warmer, 1jil they
reach their warmest poiut, and then the sick becom-
ing colderand colder, fill they reacli therr lowest point
whence they rise again. His tables taure over the
Jast sevenly-nine years—from 1770 to 1849, Periods

"{shown to be the ¢oldest were years wmemorable for

high-priced food increased mortality, popular discon.
tent, and political changes. In his diograms the
warm years are tinted brown, and the ¢old years prey,
and as the sheets are tried over, and the dates scan-
ned, the fact suggests itself that a grey petiod saw
Lord George Gordon’s riats a grey period was marked
by the Reform’ Bill exvitement and a arey period saw
the Com Laws repealed.— Houschold 1ords.

A DMonen Paksox.—At Worcestershiie Epiphany
k avespectuble luoking young
man, named Henry Edeus, was charged with stealing
a peek of walnnis, the property of Mis. Charlotte
Hawkes. The Hev. My Hawkes, son of the prosecu-

the differemt regiments doing duty in the Mediterra-

reserve batlalions are advantageous, for no additional
stafl, such as licatenant-colonels, mujurs, &e., is re-
guisite, such as are atltached to what are known as
second baitalions. Much difficolty is experienced at
present in oblaining the necessary recruits for auy
emergency, even for general service, but, iuthe event
ol reserve battalions being determined on for ibe rewi-
ments in the Mediterianean, there is no Joabt that a
sufficiency of volunteers from the bome regiments |
would be at once available.” . {

Sie Jonn Franxre.—The British Admiralty have !
announeed that i tnelligence of Sir Johu Franktin or:
his ships, « Irebus” and ¢ Terror,® and of the ofii- !
cers and erews being alive, is not received by the 3lst |
of March vext, they will be considerad as huving died ‘
in Her Majesty’s service.

The samber of ereeds in England is a proverbial
subiect of remark 5 but the reader who irns over the
tables in this book will reccive new ideas as to the
surprising subdivision—a subdivision which prevents |
any one sect from being other than a minority,  We [
cannot even except the National Churel,  But, inde-
pendently of the minater subdivisions of recognizable
seets, such as e ¢ Irivitarian Predestinarians,” the
¢ Iree Gospel Christiaus,” ar the « Supralapsavian
Calvinists,” Mr. Manu reckons thiny-six religious
comutities oF seets,—iWeniy-seven native and in-
digenous, nine foreign 3 besides a nnunber of sects so

nean with a veserve battalion. On the scove of ecouomy i
f
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in the list, and separate congresations, of which there
are many. Not a few of the Jast eschew seetarian
distinetions. Theie are, for example, ninety-six which
simply call thewselves Christizus,

Same jnteresting tables have jssued lrom the Health
Qlliee, comparing the loss of jife by wur aud by pesti-
lenee.  liuppears that in twenty-two years ol war,
there were 19,796 killed and 79,700 wonnded ; giving
an anmal average of 899 killed and 3,623 wounded,
I 1848-749, there were no fewer than 72,180 persens
killed by chiolera and dwrrhaa in England and Wales,
and 144,360 attacked ; 34,397 of the killed were able
bodied persons capable of getting their own living!
Resides these deaths from the great epidemic, 115,000
die anuually, on an average, of preventible diseases;
while 11,419 die by violence, Comparing the killed
in nine gieat battles, including Waterloo—4740—with
the number killed by chelera in London in 1848-49
—14,139—we find a diflerence of 9,399 in favor of
wilr,

Ifany inference can be diawn from the augmenied
provision made for the reception of pauper lunatics,
msanity appears to be largely on the increase. The
Cambridgeshire, Essex, aud Norfolk County IMagis-
trates, are all about to expend large sams for this pur-
pose, and w new establishment in Novwich is contem-
plaled.—8pecialor.

Disnaen’’s Catnorzc TExnpexcies.—The Nalion,
reviewing Mr, Disraeli’s works, observes that that
writer and statesinan makes no seeret of his Cathelic
tendencies, ¢They appear everywhere. 1If, amid
the bozz and intrigues of rank and fashion into which
e drags his readers, a noble Christian gentieman ap-
pear on the scene, he is sure to be in the Roman fold,
or jonrneying towards it through Poseyism ; and he is
sure al the same 1ime, 1o shame, by the noble simpli-
city and earnest seriouness of his life, the frivolity and
heartless licentiousness around him.  The only heroes
of his who have had high aims and grand aspirations,
or who have looked beyond a seat in Parliament, or
the portfolic of a minister, asthe summit of human
ambition, are Tancred and Contarini Fleming ; and he
makes them both converts to Rome.?

DiscovERY oF A STI1LL 18 A Chunci.—Considerable
sensation has been created in this neighborhood by
the discovery of a still in Buxton Church, near Chor-
ley. A few weeksago some werkmen were employed
in making some repatrs in the church, when they dis-
covered, concealed onderneath the pulpit, a perfect
still.  The minister of the church, .whase parsenage
is adjoining, was apprised of the circumstance, and
the still was removed from the pulpit into the vestry.
Notwithstanding the above extraordinary fact became
kunown to a few individuals, so well has the secret
been kept, that it was only on Saturday night last the
Excise became acquainted with it.  Karly on Monday
maorning, therefore, Mr. Peacock and Mr. Bently, Ex-
cise-officers of inland revenue, obtained a search-
warrant {rom Caplain Anderton, of JSuxton Hall, and,
proceeding to the parsonage first, found a part of the
still in the pantry ; another portion was lound in the
coach-house, and, on searching the church, the re-
mainder was found under a heap af other things in a
cnpboard in the vestry. The still being thus com-
pleted, was brought away by the officers to Chorley,
and the particolars of the seizure communieated to-ithe
Board of Excise 13 London.—Preston Chronicle.

GnrerNwict Weaturr Wispon.—A caeful study
of the thermometer has shown that a descent of the
temperainre of  London from forty-five to thirty-two
degrees kills about 300 persons. They may not all
die the very week when the loss of warmth take pluce,
but the number of deaths is lound to increase to that
exient over the previous averge, within a”sho‘rt period
after the change. The fall of temperature, in truth,
kills, them as cerfainly as a well-aimed cannon shot,
Our changing of meat, or dificient {food and shelter,has
weathered them for the final stroke, and they actbally
died at last of the weather. Instead of a warm sum-
mer being followed by.a cold winter, the tendency of
the law of the weather is to group warm seasons toge-
ther, and cold seasons fogether. Mr Glasier has made
out that the character of the weather seems to follow

[ dou™t pepper vau.?

trix, depased—Ilive at Tredington,  About eleven
o’clock en the 28th of Qetaber, Lobserved a man pick-
ing up walnurs from underneath one of onr treas. |
thonght of frivhiening him away by taking up my
gon aud telling him that L would shoot him.  When
Feame vp o the prisoner 1 eollived him, and de-
imanded the walnats,  He said, ¢ Dot wneh me,’
and knocked me off with his elbow.  Cross-examined
—[hive notacure. Lam very tond of racing and
sporting,  There are as good men in the racinge world
as inany other society. I owas bronght npto the
Church, but subsequently. took to racing, as [ rather
preferred #. L keep a ¢ ook, and frequent race
courses. [ also keep o vuce hurse.  Tam aracing man
if you want 1o kuow that.
the prisoner’s brother’s cows struylng info my pastare.
[ took the piisoner’s hut off and said ¢ Pepper, here P
I ozt have said to the prisaner, ¢ be d
Uthink your guestions all mb-
bish. The prisoner tool my hat off and put it on his
own bead, U have hid the cure of souls at Manley
castie, abont twenly-five yews ago. (Diring the
cross-examinatioll of tisis wilness the conrt was cun-
vulsed with Twghter)  The chairman, in summing
up, said that a more painfel, Jamentable, and disgmst-
ing exhibition than that afforded by 1his trial had
probably never been approached in auy eomt of jus-
tiee.  He trusted that the meniment which had been
ovcasioned amongst the anditors would be sueeceded
by grave refleetion ; wul probably if the Rev, ilv.
Hawkes would immediately commence retracing his
steps lo the position tie oecupied when in the care of
sonls, 311 wonld cost hiw bis ietime to atlord the resti-
tution to society which so tmuch nnseemly and unbe-
coming levity demauded.— Birminghum Mevenry.

Tue Povter v tie Krrenex.—in the Marylebone
Comnty Court, un Saturday, Ann Page, formerly honse-
maid  the service of Miss Npence, Crescent-house,
Royal-crescent, Addison-road, sued for 19: Gd., as
wares owing, and £{ 13s for wages fu fieu of warning.

Plaintifl said, I suppose, my jord, I mustiell you
why [left.  On Christnas-cve a [riend called o see
me, and as we had o party up stairs I theaght there
was 1o harm in keeping my friend down sinjes,—
Well, about ludf- past twalve o’clock at night Miss
Spence aetually came down stairs inte the kitchen,
and found my friend in the darlk—{laughter,) and
made a greal piece of work—(langhter.) o the
morning the ceok and me were dizcharged without
warning, T was offered the wages duoe.

Miss Spence—DNow tell the judge how muny po-
licemen you had in our house to snpper?

Ann Page—I ouly had one, the other policeman
was the cook’s not mine.  (Langhter.)

Pliss Spence.—Were not two policenen supping of
ouy mutton in the middle of the uight? (Laughter)

Anun Page.—Cook asked them to have a little mut-
touy and they are uot the men to refuse.  You know
Miss, that you seul for the police to take me up.—
Were younot enjoying yourselves erongl up stairs,
without coming dowr in the middle of the night to
upset our Christinas-eve? 1t cook and had expected
vou would have been one of our party yau wonld’t
hiwve seen our two friends. (Laughter) I have wit-
ness, your Lordship.

Police-constable T 70, here, amidst much merri-
ment, stepped into the witness-box.  He said—I was
on duty in the Addison roarld. Miss Spencer called
me in to take the plaintiff ont.  Tinquired the reason,
and Miss Spence said it was for having two of our
men to supper. (Langhter.) They don’t belong to
the T division, but came ajl the way from Whitechapel.
(Mnch Langhter.) I told her I couldn’ take the ser-
vaut girl lnto custody for sveh a trifle. I wailed
whilst the gicl put on her things and came ont with
her. I saw herrefuse 19s 6d.

Miss Spence said—0n Christmas-eve, your Honor,
I had a party of fviends, and by mere chance, about
twelve o’clock | Teft the drawing room, and on getting
down stairs, [ saw two men at supper in the front
kitehen, and as soon as my lootsieps were heard, ont
went the Lights, and 1 heard a great scullle, cansed
by their hiding themselves in the back kilchen.
(Laughter.) I ecalled for lights, and whilst 1 was
groping aboat in the dark [ ¢aught hold of one of the
policemen®s battons.  The man then cailed out,
¢« Don’t be alarmed, Miss ; 1 am here to protect you.
Don’t shriek out, for I am a policeman.”” ~ (Shouts of
janehier.) ‘The other man then said, ¢ No, 1o, there’s
no {ear Miss, for I am another puliceman, and will
protect you too,>’ (Continued laughter.) They each
begged me to forgive them ; admitted baving had
supper, and said they were very sorry that the girls
should hivve overcome their sense ol doy.  (Increased
merriment.) The discovery quite upset our merry
party, I assure you, sir. e tosk the policemen’s
numbers, and reported them to the Commissinners of
Police, and Sir Richard Mayne fined each of them 2s.
6d. and severely reprimanded them. We instantly
discharged the cook aw! the plaintiff.

The Judge.~I think enough has been said to satis-
[y me that the plaintiff as well as the police grossly
miscondneted themselves. 1 shall only make an
arder for 19s. 4., witout any costs..

MORALS OF PROTESTANTDOM.

" There are in London (says the Times) above 12,000
children under training tor c¢rime :—30,000 thieves;
6,000 receivers of stolen goods ; 150,000 of both sexes
leading abandoned lives, and 38,000 illegitimate chil-
dren anunually ; 1,500 are yearly added to the danger-

ous classes in Lhe town of Manchester; 1,200 thieves:

under 15 years of age in Liverpool; 40,000 bouses of
ill-fame; 280,000 unfortunate females; and fuarther,
that in this land of Bibles and religion eight million
pounds are spent anpually in these places, Parlia-
mentary reports inform us that when asked who the

Suviour was, one replied ¢ He was “Adam,” another -
¢ He was an apostle ;' a third that he was “A king of
London a long time ago,” and when the-name of Jesns
Christ was heand & extraondinary desecrations or-con-
fusions, the result of ignorance, have been developed
in the reply to any further questions.” The awlul
piciure drawn by Charles Dickens of the people of
England, as pourtrayed at the executior: of the Maa-
hings was sach—“that a man had cavse 1o el
ashamed of the shape he wore, and 10 shrink im0
himzelf as fashioned in the imagze of the devil.» jio
says—¢ [ believe tha a sioht so inconceivably awi,i
as the wickedness and levity of the immense crgy |
collacted at that execution this morning could be -
gimel by no man, and conld be presented in uo hea-
ther tand under the s, The horrors of the aibber,
amd of the erime which bronaht the wretehed -

g the sbrilleess of the cries and howls lhat were 1

[ don™ remuember sume of

deters 10 it, faded in my mind before the atrocivas

i bunring, looks, and langnage of the assembled spe;-

. oy ! H H
tutors. When [ came npon the scene at miduigh
o

from time to time, deneting that they came from o
concose of boys and mirle, already assembled

jinthe best places, mude my blood roa ¢oll, As e

night went on, serecching, awl Inughing, and yellize

in strone ehorns of parodies o newro metodics, wi?‘i
stibstituntions ef Mrs, Manuing fnr".\‘us:\un:uh, andl 1o
like, were added to these.  When the day dwwne !,
thieves, low prostitates, mffians, and vaciabonds of
every kind, flocked on to the grownd \\'ilhocrury Vi~
viely of oflensive and foul behaviour, Fightings, fain
ings, whistlings, imitation of' Punch, biutal jokes, .-
mulivous demonstrations of indecant delisht wh
swonning women were dracged ont of the erow!

the police with their dresses disordered, oave a nes
Zest to the ceneral entertainment. When the sun o
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i ol ruptured faces, so inexpressibly odions tn theis bt al
dif) :

lnsh:\mnd of thu shape he woe, and 1o shrink Fo
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brightly—as it did—it gilded thousands upon thousan 4s

mirth or eallousness, that a man had cause 1o

himself, as fashioned in the image of the deyil.—
When the two miserable ereatures, who witracted 21
this ghistly xight before them, were trued quiverins
iitto the airy there was no more emotion, no more pi:',?,
e more thonght that two immorial souls had gone
judamoent, no more vestraint in any of the previows
obzcenitios, than i the nune of Clirkst had never bes:
beard in this world, and there were no belief o
ren, bt that they perished like the bousts, " Py
raval distviets are equally bad.  One missionary suys
—‘There are among us not less darkness and ieno-
rance than are to be found in 1he pagodas of (-'lT.';ni,
or among those who, wmidst the deepest wikls of f3-
dian forests, saerifice Nieir children or prostrate-thpm-
s2lves before demons.”  Another nissionary says--
“In England there are millions who never heard of
the Prinve of Life.”” A missionary traveller (hronc)
three of your sounties suys—¢ Darkuess covers® 1sis
part of Kngland, and gross darkness the people.” A
foarth says—«"Fhat the very earden of England, in w
moral light, should be regarded as o vast howling wil-
demess.” A fifih says—¢That the greater part of
the 300,000 iubabitats of Stailordshire sit in davk-
ness, and in the gloomy shade of overspreading death
—vea, that it 1s o mosal wilderness of awlul dimen-
sions.”  Another—<Thal yont whole village popala-
tiow is in a4 condition of moral degrml;nion,tulmsnnl]y
deepencd—ignorance with insensibility united—wick-
eduess blendud with every vice, and heighianed joto
barbarity of muuners.” ¢ Under heaven,” SUys anc-
ther, “there is not a worse piace than this—men, wo-

meiy and children, glotying in blaspheming the name
of the Lonl.”> - Another informs ns—¢ ‘That inlielity,
like a mighty floed, is devastating Buglistt society
with the most awll errars and meral abominations, ™
How could it be otherwise wliere so many conventi-
cles of infilelity are tolerated and thropwed ? No
wonder thal & Protestant Bizhop shonld su}—“ That
there is unprecedented inditfercuce to the selivion of
Chris,”  And the Tmes < assures us that infanticide
is frequent, and inereasing to such an extent that the
interference ol the Legislature is imperaively called
on to arrest the frightful progress of this erime.’? s
it nota mackery of God und man to fiud e spivitual
guides of such a peopie go to Lreland to preach the
Gospel when they have made Bagland such a ¢ moral
wililerness of awlul Jimensions 77 According to Dy,
Bege, « 1L was melancholy to think that iy br;:o!lum!,
three eenturies after the Reformation, one half of the
prople should be snnk in ignorance, and yet this was
an undonbted fact.”  And the Glusgows Ezaminer
says—< Three-fourths of the popnlation of Seotlaud
are, 1o all intents and purposes, uneducated ; and one-
fourth of these three-fomths are about as icnorant s
the North Awmerican Indians, asd much more wick-
ed.’”  And the Bzaminer adds—¢ 1 is a well-kuown
fact 1hat the people ol Scotland have long been a head
of the bulk of the national elergy, both as resards se-
cular and religious information.”  Is it passible that,
althongh three-fourths of the people of Scotland are
as rzuorant as the Notth American Indians, yet they
are a-head of the bullt of the national clerzy as re-
gards secular and religious information 2 Very flat-
tering, indeed! And yet Scotland contributed lLer
gquota to the invasion of Ireland, and her people and
clergy insuech a condition! Hear Dr. Bachanan on
the spiritual destitution of the people of Glasgow ;—
“.[n 1835 the Charch Building Society :tsce?mined,
by careful demiciliary visits, that there were at that
time 18,000 families—numbering allogether a1 Jeast
80,000 souls—who did not pussess one solitary church
sitting. In. 1836 the Government Religious Justruc-
tion Commission came to Glasgow, and, after inguiry,
they reported to Parliament thal in Glasmow there
were at least 66,000 persous of un nge toattend church,
who were,not in the habit of attending public worship.
Now, since that period there had been added to the
population at least 150,000 souls. fn order 1o supply
the additional population with church sittings, at ihe
rate of 60 per cent,, would require ninety churches of
a thousand sittings’each, and ninaty additional minis-
ters. Now, it was perfectly well known that durine
that period not haif the number had been actually
provided; and even of that half it was well known
that a very large proportion had been praduced by
the memorable disruption of 1843, and therefore
enhanced rather the subdivision of existing con-
gregations: than the -formation . of new ones. If
spiritual destitution. was proved to exist in 1836, that
destitution must be immensely areater now. 1n oue
section of the Tron Parish there was only 546 church
sittings among a popilaion of 12,000, or'less - than
five 1o one hundred'persons. In another Jarge section
there:were only three sittings to the bundred persons.
In 694 houses no Bible or- Testament wasto be found.
In upwards-of 2,000 families 158 persons avowed
themselves to be infidels.”— Correspondent of Glas-
gow Free Press,  ~ - v



