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Seleeted for the Tearl.

The following verses are from the pen of Thomas Miller an {lliterate jour- |
meymnan basketmaker—within the Inst few montlis his talents have brought|
him into notice, his circumstences lieve heen considered---he lins been culled.
np to London and under proper patronage is now engaged in preparing, sevc-'
ral volumes for publication.—Seme of these vorks ure of singular excellene: e
and beauty—they are already known in the literary sworld under the titles.
of “A day in the woods,”  * leannties of the Country” “Songs of the Sea
Nymphs,” cte. s leisure moments are devoied Lo fugitive pleces for the peri-
edicaly and annuuls from one of which we select the following.

MY DAUGHTER.

And thou are Jdend ¢ thon that sert dear to me,™
The treasured ilul ofmy fondest loves

Thou who didst seenr a seraph on my knee,
Thatsleeping dremn’i of eloudy heds above;

Unconscions af the enrth thet eradled thee,
Bat only resting like o wearied dove,

That for 2 monent, lighting on the green,

Just cous and looks areund, then uever more is seon,

Aud thounrt dend! and one soft Jock of hair
Is all I now can to my basom press;
And many a night Pye sal in mute despair,
And gazed through tears npon that braided tress §
And tried 1o blead death with n thing so fair,
Jut tried in vainj the grove’s lonedrearincys
With it wounld minsle not, nor, can I now
Ciaze on that Jock and desth—it coujures up thy brow,

But O, the night thou Jiedst I can recall!
Thy motheron my shoulider leaned (o vweep ;
Her grief-hent shadow fell upon the wall,

And when death came, s0 noiscless dil he creep,
That we heard not his inuflled footsteps glids,
Flen, 1 whe el thee aeemed thow didst bat sleep
Thy slow prlse ceased; but no one could tell when;

If ever silenee listened breatldess, it was then,

There thon didst liey @ sinlesschild ag rest,
Hoshed as the warch of starey-stindded night;
Mute as the dew ¢ s hreadt
Silent as darkness stealing o'er the light;
Cold ns n statue in pabe markle drest;
Still as 0 rainbow fading frem the sight;
Calm ns n haleyon, thut upon the deep
Folds slowly its white wings and fearless falls asleep.

clased i the rose’s

And I have thonglit of lunds beyond the grave,
Ofever-vordant fichls where nngels ronm ;

-OF strenm-hathed banks,, where low ers elerngl wove; .
<o Of mukic rullmg from the ulu.r(.nldonm, -

:Of the bine (por which stars respileadent pave,
far s Thewheve T lmm-d o view thine earthl) home,

¢ THow desolato 1—0 inuy I he forgiven,” =

'.lfsclhah love alonc hath-made me sigh for heuvcn'

And T have heard thy voiee in the low wind,

And cnnglit thine nceents in the gurgling stream;
And in the whistling grass where Lreclined,

And in olitwoods where 1 was wont to dream;;
Pve seen thy fuce in clonds zid thy locks twined

in the loose silver of their skirts did see
Bee, bird or blossow, tlewer, u leat, 1 ~o"
There have beer moods of nind, when (hnu in these wert found.

When tlie hushed footfull of tie voiceless night
Pressed the dim clouds and stale down fram the sky,
In the dull splendonr of the stars™ fuint light,
LIath thy fair form in silence glided by,
Or motionless inng o'er the mind’s far sight;
Wihen dark-winged sleep snt hrooding on the eye,
In visions, my lost clild, I'vé tried to presy thes, ‘
And in long restless dreams, my lips have moved to biess thee,

The spring brings to my mind thy growing charms—
The Summer, what thon wonkist iave been in bloom—
The Autumn, all thy love to aged arms—
The dreary Winter only Ivings thy tomb,
And lie Toud wind my threbbing heart alarme,
And ghadowy foras fled in the gathering gloom j—
Dt these are fancies loating throngh the brain
And eatching shapes from Ihu' which they too well retain,
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OGN COMPOSITION,

No person who is capable ofwriting, finds much difficulty ini

composing in such a mauner, as to nale the meaning he intends!

to convey always intelligible to himself. Dutto seleet and ar~

range our words so as to cnable others to ubtain 2 correct sensc

of the idens we intend to express, requires the ussistance of art
and the experience of practice.

“Though the rules of compusition arec numerous, the fundamen-'
tal requisites are, Perspeenity and accuracy, in words and
phrascs, and in the construction of sentences.

To render composition accurate in words and phrases, it must
possess the properties of Purity, Propriety, and Precision.  Puri-
ty consists in using such words only as belong to the language
we are writing. A plain, native style, and a due arrangement
of words is understood by every reader, while foreign words or
phrases render the meaning of the composition unintelligible, to
those unacquainted with the Language from which they are bor-
rowed. Propriety requires that an idea be expressed by such
words as correctly convey the meaning. The composition must
be {reo from unintelligible and low expressions—from the injudici-
ous use of technical phrases—and from the repetitior: of the same,
word in different senses. Precision in words and phrases for-
bids a maltiplicity of synopymous words,  All superfluities must

:should endeavnur by aur subsequent propositions, to prove that
ithe subject is one of impartance.

{{an edxﬁce wuhou: the necessary matermls. W

ywith thus, instead of with the {rigid unconcern, and 'morlifying in-

» ;should undoubtedly find a high and an juereasing, nay, a perpe-

fuction should arise from beauty of rhetorical style, imagery or

be avoided, and our expressions so "pruned ns to convey a just
view of our meaning. Ina loose style, the words may convey.
less, or they mey convey more than we wish ; but precision
permits the use of such words on]y as convey the idea and no
i| more.

Perspecnity and necuracy. in the construction of Seniences, is
highly necessary in good composition. The essential qoalities of
a good sentence, are Clearncss, Unity, and Strength. Clearness
requires sueh an arrangzment of the word as will prevent ob-
scurity. T'o avoid an obscure order of words, we must arrange
our sentences so asto have the words or members that are most
closaly related, placed as nenr to each other as possible. A cir-
cumetance introdnced into one part of the sentence may render
the meuning obscure, while jts removal to another place would
render the sense of the whole more apparent. Unify forbids =
change of scene in the sentence. In the same sentence, we mnst
not harry from one idea to another, or from one circurnstance to
another. When transition is necessary, a new sentence ought
always to be made. The injudicious use of the parenthesis ought
always to be avoided. Generally, when a sentence is fi'r(jperly
arranged the parenthesis can either precede or fellow the other
mewmbers, or be dispensed with altogether. The streagih of a
sentence consists in placing the principal words or members of a
senlence in such a position as will enable thetn 10 make the most
forcible impression. In doing this, the jadgment of the writer
must be exercised ; for the arraugement which may be required
for ,one subject, would sound harsh and unnatural in anather.

Another raquisite in writing, is to avoid introdactory euloginms
lon thesubjact. To commence by announcing our subject to bej.
of the ** highest importance,”” the *¢ greatest intercst,’” ete.is com-
mon, but improper. Instead of such landatory asserlions, we

I have now given a briel sketeh of the reles to be observed in
compusition. But though ctiention to these is reguisite ina cor-
rect and easy styl2 of coinposition, there is still another qualifica-!
tion, without which neither rules nor practice can render us sne-:
cessful compoeers. Thia is an enlarged and a correct view of our !
subject. To attempt to compose on uny subject without previous
examination of its nature is lilke a person who is fumlhar with the}

prmczp.ea of masanry or of carpentry, attempung to Lonstruu

A Connnsrovm:n. .

Fnr the Pearl

HINTS ON READING THE SCRIPTUBES
My dear young Friend.

for the more profitable reading of the loly Seripturcs.

Ist, Read themw as hooks generally ure read, for, even the
sacrodness of the Bible hag led to its disparagement ; a person in-
trodueed to a roow takes up any otlier bock, not from a well;,
tarounded prefurence, but from wn Labitea] flinching frein the bible!,
as a common Look, a book for erdinary use. Dutin referenceto
other books aneientor medern we are atiracted by an agreeablie or!,
unportant Tiile Page,~—we examine the book—ve review it—we .
form an estimate of it and its author; I we apnrove of its Jungu-
gc or scope we read it through with an interest proportioned to s
its novelty or weighty import, if it inspire admiration we read iti;
througli quickly, we go over some parts of the pleasurable task al;
secoud, or third time, we speak of its merits 10 our ncqunintnncé
we produce it in our socinl circle, we exemplify und descant on
its beanties, we become apologists and partizans of the aathor, and |
defendants of his sentiments, we propose to ourselves to in-
fluence onr future conduct by his rules, we Lestow a portion of
our expenditure very gratefully on the work, and wr enumerate |
it among our companions and counseilors.  VWere the Bihle deal|:

difference that too ofien accompanies it, wercit read, not in al
serappy, disconnected, lexicon-like mode, not so much from ain:
impression that duty required as that gratification enjoined it, we

tual satisfaction in the use of this best of books, whether onr satis-

argument, “important discoveries or communications brought to
bear on oer individual peace agd emolument, or the friendly ad-
vice and intercourse of an esteemed living author, for in this light:
should the anthor of the Bible always bo regarded, and we should
certainly secure this point, before ever we undertook to defend
or to invalidate the positionsof this volume to mnake ourselves
conversant with ils contents, literary and general histary, its im-
port and design, and that analogy or harmony of doctrineand pro-
position svhich it exhibits, and by swlhich the real value of all its
scparate statements must be tried

2nd. Read them attentively.

This is the way both to obtain an understanding of them, zmd to
ground the same in the memory.  Consider the general design
with which a book or chapter was written, and endeavor to trace

Agrecable to your request, ¥ proceedto give you a few rales),
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clear conception of the sense, “us for instance ‘¢ Behold thy mo-

dying,
loved disciples.
in search of'a meaning. Consider the address, this is sometimes
to an empire, or particular nation, or ta the nation of Israel, ar
to the Jews only, or to the Jewish or the christian church, or to

minister or member, or a lupsed or leretical christian, or 1o an
avowed enemy, or (0 some spiritual powers :"now if we mistake
the address aud apply these things indiscriminately to ourselves,
‘we shall mistake the abject and be tussed to and fro ; reflect on
ithe sense and this may be metaphorical or literal and should be
.considered in eitherlight as the passage demands---*this is my
body’ affording an example of the former; ¢ ye are my fri'e_nldg'.'
of the latter. ¢ ’
Particalar words require to havo their sense investigated : and
ndmitting that we hava a faithfal version of the original, a good
Epglish Dictionary may be proposed-as a convewient and sufficient-
commentary, especiually as used in conuexion with the’ privilege

tem of theology ns will preserve us from erroneous interpreta~
tions of the essential doctrines of the divine word. The moral in-
tention also of each particular text, or number of a text should be
contemplated, and if manifuld, contemplated in all its parts, in
order that such Cesign should not be lost upon us, either wholly
or in part, but be applicd according to our distinct relations, cir-
cumstances, and obligations and so be rendered prescriptive of
our daty in each condition of life.
3rd. Read them fuithfully.

l Regarding God as their author and as in them revealed enc
l

who is 1 A31, or *‘thou art the Rewarder of them who reck
thee;”’ regarding all their sentencea respective as they are of cha-

racter, infallible, irrevocable or cternal after the likeness of their
'author. Regarding ourselves as interested in all of either its pro-

Iour subjectmn to the' nppomtments of:his prowde.nce,
'form'mce of his commands. g ST
~ 4th. Read thcm consecutwely

;dlclmnary for a word, or definition, an instance, ora maxim, is
‘not an eligible way of arriving at their sense. The import, re-
"fcrence and scope of the sacred writers respectively requires to
be studied in order that their writings may accomplish in us what
thcy were designed for. It is therefore a duty to read not only
‘each Baok as eatirely as pussible, but to apply the same rules
to the entire volume. Dut it should be remembered that although
i'the compilators and cditsrs of the Scriptyrcs as Ezra, Simon and
‘St. Johin, seem to have hud reference to an historical order in
'their disposal of zhapters, books, etc. a considerzble diserepancy
‘prevails in regard to their destiny, which renders it difficzit to
read them chronolo«icaily ard next tn impessible to realize their
:meauing in their present relations. To aflord an instance or two,
the book of Job should probably take place between the 36th and
]34[11 chapters of Genesis but Nehemiah, w hich precedes it, be-
1lonrrs to the peried of Malachi with which the seripture history
icloses. And tie chapters of Jeremiuh who was cotemporary
i‘wuh Ezekiel, who prophesied ir Babylon while the former de-
livered his prophecies in Jerusalemn instead of being read from
'chapter 1 1o 51 inclusive shonld be perused in the following order
1 to 13. 20. 22. 23. 35. 36. 45 to 48. 49. v j. to xxxiv 21, 34, 27,
:34. 37. 3D, 49. xxxjo to xxxjx. 50. 51. 40 to 44 : and not te pro-
‘ceed the 3rd. 2nd. and 1st. Epis of 8t. John should be read not
only as here dated ; but before the 4 Gospels as introductory to
‘the New Testameut. The numerical dates in our Quarto or
I‘-umlv Bible if consulted will furnish important assistance for the
‘removal of this difficulty. In passing through the Bible it will te
found more interesting to read only at each review such portions
;g are found most attractive and interesting. Yetin the pro-
‘cedure to satis{y the mind respecting the subject matter and con-
tents of all the intersecant portions. The whole will thus be re-
viewed : and what at once may appear void of interest, and
almost of no use, on the sacred page, will rise in interest
and importance at every interview. An agrecalle mode of
perusing the sacred volume is to divide it into 7 portions, 1 for
each day and reading as much as is convenicnt on each respec-
tive day and returning to the commencement of the cycle every
week

Sunday Genesis..
Monday Deuteronomy.
Tuesday 2 Samauel.
Wednesday Nehemiah.
Tharsday Isaiah.
Triday Daniel.

the mode in which this desi_gn is answered. Consider the impoxt

H .

Saturday G. of John.

of purtlculnr periods, enqu:re of the author, it may be God hlm--
self, orn ho]v man, ' oran holy, nnwel or a bad man,: or"thu '
devil, enqmre Trespecting the occasion, this frequently leads toa -

of a gospel ministry ; which is caiculated to give us such:a sys-

The making a serapbook of the Bible, and gomg to it as to a:v‘

- N E IE— ’

ther”’--Christ when he uttered these words o the. Apnstle Fohu wan
and commended his ‘afflicted parent to the eare of the be-
Without this history of the text it must wander

its ministry, ortoa pnrucular congresation, or to an individuy -

mises or ity lhredteumvs as surely a8 we are mlereated ‘
in any one of them.‘ And’ herein- re'xdmrr our character and our
-deslmles, as dc:cnbod b_y the ﬁnwer ofJehov'xh, and, determining
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