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The gravest Beast is the Ass; the gravest Rird is the 0wl ;
The gravest Fish is the Oyster; the geavest Yan is the Fool.

®ur ®on Lgotist.

Of course the all absorbing topic is the Pacifie
itaitway Syndicate Terms. ‘Chece Terms arve
now known throughiout the country and have
veon discussed by the press.  Very few of the
newspapers give it a hearty support ; a good
puber dwmu it with faint praise, while the
majority denounece it uncquivocally,
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To the latter cluss Grir belongs.,  His objee-
tions are, Firstly, that the road is unncecessary
as a through line for the present aud should
only be buill as the country can afford,  See-
oudly, that the price paid is cexhorbitant.
Chivdly, that the exemption from taxation, the
vight to choose their own land, the sole mon-
apoly of the Raiiway systom of the North West
ior Lwenty years, and the choice of cither keep-
ing the road or of handing it back to the gov-
crnment at the end of that time, is simply rid-
iculous,
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The Committee of DIressmen that are arrang-
ing the reeeption of Capt. Forbes, have con-
vuded that the reception shall take the form of
2 dinner, t6 be given him at the Queens on
Christmas duy.  ‘flis weets my approbation,
although Lo some the choice of the day may
2ot secin wise.
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The petivions that are civeulating throughout
he el praying goverament to repeal the duty
v coal showid receive the serious atlention of
v one, The grounds of the petition are
well taken 3 and are, that the Tax is not equi.
wbly distributed over the whole Dominion, but
talls principally upon the PFrontier towns and
cities; that it is o tux on one of the prime ne-
cessities of life 3 thut itis used as a raw material
in many of our largs manufacturies ; aud that
it imposes an unjust burden upon onr railway
and steambout lines. ‘The petition is being
signed by all politienl parties.
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Col. De Winton is coming back from England,
and we don’t know yc¢t whether the Princess
Louise tis coming or not. Well,I am not going
to lose much sleep over it, at least not at pre-
sent, as the Pacific Railway is occupying my at-
teution to the exclusion of such trivinl matters
as the going or.coming of the Governor Gene-
ral’s wife.
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I am informed that no petition against the
Syndicate Terms will be forwarded from Lind-
suy, the people theve being engnged in o soul-
stirring, and blood-curdling investigation as to
whother it was molusses a Teacher imbibed out
of a black bottle during schiool hours, Till this

Il{lilwuy mus{ rewain in the back-ground.
Lindsay does not tacklo more than onc great
question at g time,
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The Montren] Post believes it to be ¢ the duty
of ¢very good Canadian to pray sincerely” that
the C. P. ruilway scheme may be a success.
Grur will leave that to those who intend in fo-
ture to look down from angelic heights upon
the iron horse traversing this continent,
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Grir thinks the members of Cooi's Church
would have acted more wisely il they had
settled their organ question somewhere else than
within the precincts of the Police Courts. e
thinks the less churches have to do with Police
Courts the better, and comnsiders the action of
those members who have been indicted most
unwise and unjust.
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I think the efforts of the good people of
Lindsay to get the Local Government to relieve
them from paying interest upon sheir wunici-
pal indebteducss, hardly deserving of success.
If they are to bo relieved of this debt on the
ground that they have by honusing railroads
hielped to develop the back country, and thereby
indireetly increased tl:e revenue; then ou the
same pround every other municipality thathave
managed to beg, borrow, or sleal mouey to
build railroads, should also be relieved of their
burden of iuterest.
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And now one word more sbout the Syndiente
andI am done.  Wounld you call it & common
setse birgain if a man were to take & wore
wage upon w furm, and fix it so that he would
have to pay the interest himseli, vo the may
who received the meney.  Yet that is exaetly
what the government is doing when they give
the Syndicate 23,000,050 acres of land, then
accept their bouds on these acres and pay the
interest at the rate of <L jrer cent. per annwn.

Corespandenee.
Qurnie, 2nd Dee., 1880,
My Deax Me. Grip.—As u constant reader of
w vatuable paper, T uow take the literty of
King you to postpone the publication of it for
a few weeks, ag I huve not heen able to read
up the back nwmbers, and will never be uble to
do s0 if yon eontinne at the smne rate as you
are doing, T oever inew that yours was such n
valuzbie littie paper.until Twes kept in Chueel
a few Sundays ago an hourafier the usaal time
by the elergyman having along piece m his
sermpon advising his hearers to subseribe for it,

1. Pave,

Guererr, Dee. Sth 1830,
Dear Gaur,—I Lave been a eoustant reader
of your paper for the lust two years, and now
write to tell you what I think of you. 1 think
so much of you that 1 am going to buy up a
wlole cdition of your Almanac und give it
away, Ihavew neighlior who bas never smiled
since his wife died about six months ago, and
his relations were afraid his health would be
injured. I took him over a copy of Girrr, and
when he saw the cartoon of Tupper on a mule
dropping inlo a hole, he just sat down and
laughed two hours, and has beeu as happy as a
lark ever since. Why my dog will sit on his
hind legs before Gui cartoons of Jolin A, and
laugh until the tenrs run down his cheeks., Send
along a dozen copics, that I may seatter them

wround and do good.
Tivoriny DoODLESACE.

OnrANGEVILLE, Dec. 14th, 1850.
Miguter Gurer:—~Be the powers an its me-

sclf that’ll whack the Spalpeen that don’t

vexed gnestion is settled a trifle like the Pacific !

Hooray fur yees. Oim that full wid the laugh,
I don't belave oim gein to ate for the mather
ave o wake.  Sind e the paper fur as long
us ye kin fur the dollar inclosed, an be
jablers whin it's done I'Il sind ye more if I've
to sthule il. I was goiu to sind the money to
the Land League to help on Parnell, more
power to him, but oi’ve changed me moind and
sind it to you.
Patrick  O'FraberTy.

Berwix, Dee. 10th, 1880.

Misper Gris:—De ondersigned vould dank
you for dot bicture of de meeding of barlinment.
I vas very sick, mine peer und pretzel seem no
right ; mine sourkraut und Limburger no go
mid me down, und I dinks I vas gone dead.
Oun’ver I sees von goby of Grib, und I laff mit
mine eyes oud, und I feels so bedder dot night
dot I no can sprechin, I'l schubschribe for
Zwi year, und bay peforchiand; und ven you
here gome, I gif you so much peer vat you no
can drink him all.

GOTLIEB vOX SCOWAKUMHAUSREE,

Opening of Parliameut.

Dee. 9.~I1, E, the Gov. Gen. came down to
the Senate Chamber ag 3 p. m., and having cast
u lofty Highland glance upon the assembled
aristocracy of the Dowminion siruck a constita-
tional attitu:le and said :

Hon. Gentleinen of the Senale «nd ditto of the
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s« Mave trouble in Ireland,” read Mrs, Parting-
ton. “I wonder,” said the old lady laying
down her spectacles and blandly vegarding Ike,
who was trying to tic a hard knot in the cal’s
tail, I wonder that Government doesn’t incor-
porate that Parnell for life, and send the ring-
leaders into blandishment, and then there
wouldu't he any more of these Aquarium out-
rages.”

The latest mining sensation iu Nova Scotia
is the discovery of the ** Barrel lode,” rich in
gold quartz, at Montagne. The chief share-
Lolders when this information went off, de-
clared they didn't know the barvel was loaded.

Tue greatost since Grir's discovery of the
|Contincnt of Grin-land are his annexation
hereof Lo Canada.
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