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ENGLAND.

POLITICAL.

THE REPRESENTATIVE §YSTEM.—LEARNED BODIES—
THE COLONIES.

The Earl of Harrowny presented a petition from
members of the learned professions and others, praying
that in any change which may be made in the constitu-
tion of the House of Commons provision may be made
for the distinet and separate representation of the edu-
cated intelligence of the country. The noble Earl, in
supporting the petition, urged that not mere numbers,
but_sound opinion, ought to be represented in the
House of Commons. He added the conviction, that
besides the learned and scientific bodies, whom the
petition proposed to add to the representation, some
measares onght to be adopted for direct colonial repre-
sentation in the House of Commons. :

The Earl of Derny said that the matter of the peti-
tion was of great importance, and though more fit in
the first instance for the consideraticn of the other
Touse, yet the noble Earl had done good service in
introducing the subject to the atiention of Parliament.
There conld be no doubt that in consequence of the
changes effzeted by the Reform Bill, and the abolition
of rotten boroughs, there had arisen increased diffienl-
ties in the way of men of science and learning in
various professions, who were not well known to the
general public, and not ppssessed of that fluent oratory
requisite for conciliating popular suffrages, making
their way into Parliament. Under the former eystem,
there was one way in which science and the colonial
interests were indirectly represented in the House of
Commons; and there were means by which young
men disposcd to avail themselves 6f seats in Parliament, |
not for amusement but for the service of their country,
might make for themselves characters in that service.
To a great extent those facilities were removed under
the exisling system. Moderate men—men of good
sense and sound judgment—who were not of extreme
opinions, might 1n these days find it much more diffi-
cult than it should be to ‘get into Parliament. He
thought, also, it was not right or just, but was most
inexpedient and impolitic, that everything should be
referred in this country in the shape of representation
10 a mere question of numbers, although, in whatever
way they distributed the coustituencies, there must
always be a large minority which must to a certain
extent be uarepresented—nay, more, it might appear
that, whatever the number of votes, the majority might
be unrepresented ; for, although there might be a majo-
rity of seats, that majority mizht not upon all occasions
represent the majority of the constituencies, (Hear,
hear.)

Perhaps he had not clearly explained himself,
(Hear.) He meant that there might be a number of
places in which a question was carried by a very small
majority : and others in which the vast majority might
take an opposite view, and the votes might thus neu-
tralize each other, thouzh the numbers of the constitu-
encies might be very different, and the majority, there«
fore, migit beunrepresented.  But he did not see under
what system of popular government it would be pos-
sible to escape from that dilemma. Divide the consti-
tuencies as they would, they must be guided by the
aggregate votes of the different constituencies.” If,
however, it were necessary Lo enter upon an entirely
new distribution of the constituencies, or merely to
supply vacancies, or to make alterations which time
and cireumstances might requive in the state of the re-

“presentation, it would be exceedingly unwise to look
to the single question of numbers, without taking into
consideratiori the question of property, and, as far as
it could be made matter of legisl tion, the question of
intelhgence. (Hear.) No doubt the numerical ele
ment commended itself most to the popular voice, and
was most easily ascertained.

The next in the scale of facility of ascertainment
was that of property; bat it would be most difficult to
legislate in cuch a manner as to give a due fairness in
constituencies tointelligence. If what his noble fiignd
sugzested produced a certain number of constifuencies,
they miﬁht assume that, exclusive of numbers or pro-
perty, they would represent the intelligence of the
nation. At the same time; althonzh it was very diffi-
cult to introduce that element 1o any great extent, he
was far from thinking it would be undesirable to intros
duce into our representation the question of intelligence’
and edncation as apart fiom that of mere numbers or
praperty. To a certain extent it was adopted in onr
representative system by the introduction of members
for the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, and also
of Dublin ; and, if there were other hodies sufficiently
numerous—because he could not aliogether overlosk
tiat ‘point in dealing with a popular representation—
and also sufficiently distinguished in point of science to
be placed on the same footing with those Universities,
he thoughtsuch bodies would have a fuir claim to be
considered.  That subject had not escaped the attention
of the Govermmeut, and even upon a recent occasion
they had anxiously sought for the means of making
some addition to constituencies in that point of view.

Take the Seotch Universities. No doubt they were
as desirous as the English of being represented in Pur-
liament; but there were three or four separate Uni-
versities in Scotland, some of them exeeedingly the
reverse of numerous, and altogether not giving a very
numerous constituency from those who graduated there;
and he was not sure that they would all receive sach a
proposition as a boon, as the smaller Universities might
think that in their represeutation the general interests
of seience might be overborpe by the lerger bodies.

Then, again, there were the inns of Court. They
were bodies, no doubt, capable of furnishing most re-
spectable and valuable constituencies, and probably
would return to Parliament very unseful members ; and
he did not mean to say it would not be highly credi- |
table to any lawyer to be returned, rather than by a |
general constituency, by those who belonged to the |
same profession as hiniself, to sit as the l’-.u'limnoniary |
reprentative of the lawyers of England. Bat of all
classes of the community the class that appeared to
find the lrast difficulty in coming into Parliament were
lawyers. (‘Hear,” and a laugh.) The tendency of
the existing system was that which in America and
other couniries was considered objectionable—the great |
influx of professional men into the House of Commons, |
because they were precisely the men who, from going |

cireuit, hal the means of making themselves known |
and gaining local influence. (Hear, hear.)

When, howsever, noble friend went to learned
societies, be would find greater difficulty than with |
regard to Uiy os or Courts of Law, and he was |
not quite sure the introduction of the political-eloment
might in all to the harmony of different
bodies. > cians and the Col- |
lege of !

cases

would not be introduced

to cach particular body, |
would be for the benefit of
* should have the power of

either, as such, that t

psold the offices in his gift would be

“Sudbury or Horsham,

| and odious to the cominunity.”

returning.a representative to Parliament.. Nor could
they corf'hfn:g vast number of these societies and de-
sire them all to return a representative—it would be
impracticable. Still less possible would it be to give
each of those bodies their share of representation in
Parliament. Agam, many of those societies, though
learned, teehnically so called, introduced members who
had no claim to represent science, and who were ad-
mittod only for their rank and station as honorary
members ; but if they gave them the extra inducement
of a share in the representation they would run the
great risk of endangering the primary object of them,
namely, the advancement of science, and of converting
them into political engines.

The guestion of colonial representation, again, was
one of very great importance and difficulty. (Hear,
hear.) If it could be achieved, more particularly since
the great alteration 1 1833, and the consequent exelu-
sion of our indirect colonial representation, it was one
well worthy of the consideration of the Government ;

—(hear)—and if by any means cuch an amount of

representation could be given to our colonies es should
fairly represent their different aud separate interests,
and fairly bring before Parliament the questions that
concerned their material, and social, and political inte-
rests, a very great advantage would be gained; it
would be a great additional tie hetween the colonies and
the mother country, and, not an inferior advantage in
his" mind, perhaps some degres of control might be
exercised over amatear colonial legislators,—(a. laugh)
—who were not always the most discreet, if they were
the mosf zealous edvocates of the colonies to which
they attached themselves. (Hear, hear.) But it was
a question of extreme difficulty as to the number to be
admitted, and the mode in which they should be re-
turned by the different colonies, and the means by
which, if returned, they would represent, collectivel
or separately, the interests of the colonies, He woul *
however, assvre his noble friend that if in any aliera-
tions thot might hereafter be made, means could be
found of introducing the intelligence, education, and
science of the country or the eolonial interests into the
representation, it would have his most serious conside-
ration. The difficulty was to accomplish it, but, if it
could be aceomplished, it was a subject well worthy to
be considercd by their Lordships, for he thought it was
desirable, if possible, to do somethlng to neutralize that
which appeared to be at present prevailing, a tendency
to throw all power, not into the hands of the most in-
telligent and enliglitened, but of the most numerous,
and he feared in many cases the most easily misguided,
portion of our population. (Hear.)
The petition was ordered to lie on the table.

It is impossible to deny that there is such a thing as
conventional morality, * Let casuists say what they
will, people’s notions of the enormity of an offence will
always depend, in some degree, upon the estimation in
whieh the offender is held. In Machiavelli’s time, an
[talian thought it rather a compliment than otherwise
to be called a rascal; and until very lately, there was
no country in Europe in which a gentleman couid more
effectually establish his character as a man of honour
and courage than by an act of deliberate homicide. So
ng as duelling was in fashion, it was absolutely im-
possible that a man who had run his adversary through
the body, in order to save his reputation, could Dbe
regarded by society as an outcast and a murderer.

Mudalic. Mutandis, the same nhcorvation applics to|
‘bribery at elections.

To take a bribe is not morally
worse than to give one; yet society draws a broad dis-
tinetion between the two offences.” A publie man who
held up to deserved
execration; while a member of Parliament who cor-
rupis thiee-fourths ‘of his, constituenis does not fall a
single p:eg in public estimation. The consequences of
the distinction are obvious enough.  Many a man
who would blush at the slightest imputation of the
former practice would smile at being accused of the
latter, Few people feel uneasy at being suspected of
an offence whieh is common “to four or five hundred
noblemen and gentlemen-of rather more than average
respectability; and mauy are not ashamed of openly
avowing that ai which everybody secretly connives,
Tale, for instance, the revelations'of the Harwich and
St. Albans committees. Nearly every elector in those
two borouzhe had been habitvally bribed, and hoped to
be bribed during the period of his natural life. To have
a vote, and to gel nothing by it, was a condition of
political existence which they were probably iueapable
of realizing. Tosay that corruption can existto such
an extent without the sanction or knowledge of the
very men who owe theirscats to it, is of course an
absurdity. It it to be suppesed that a candidate who.
on the day of his election, hands over to his agent a
cheque for £2.000, seriously believes that the whole of
that sum has been expended in the payment of village
musicians, in the purchase of embroidered flags, and in
the manufacture of blue and white cockades ¢

We may be told that a certain amount of bribery is
one of the necessary accompaniments of a Tepresenta-
tive system—that it always has existed, that jt always
will exist, and that nothing ran stop it. But we should
be very loath to believe that such is the case. Only a
hundred years ago, there was as much cerruption in The
House of Commons itself as there has ever been at
: In the days of Danby and Wal-
pole, members of Parliament were paid so much a head
for their votes The support of Sir John So-and-So or
my Lord So-and-So was purchased as openly, and wus
Lestowed as unblushingly, as that of My, Waggett. A
living or 2 commission in the army for a younger son,
a diplomatic appointment, a valuable sinecure, or even
a draft upon the Fxchequer, was by means an uncom-
mon recompence for an ‘ honourable gentleman® who
had gone out of his way to vote for the Government
upon an emergency. ‘Thanks tothe inflyence of public
opinion, such practises have now becone matter of
history. We hope to see the time when the same may
be said of electoral corruption; but it does not there-
fore follow that we ought, in the meanwhile, to leave
it to take tts course. Until bribery is resarded as dis-
honourable, we do not believe that it wij] cease to be
practised ; but it by no means follows that, while it
exists, it shou!d go vapunished. There are plenty of
vices which can only be eﬁ‘crtua]ly put down by the
force ot public opinion and feeling 3 but nobody thinks

| of denying, merelyon that account, that they are fit

subjeets for penal legislation.

The Bill for Preventing Corrupt Practices at Elec-
tions, although not entirely without defects, is on the
while a salutary measure and a step in the right direc-
tton. Of course we must expect that gentlemen who,
like the gallant member for Lincoln, spend their lives
in voting in minorities of two or three against any pro-
posal ealeulited to afford pleasure or do zood to their
fellow-creatures, will persist in denouncing the bill a
“un~Christienlike, unconstitationa , unjust, dangerous,
What may be the pre-
cise application of these five adjectives to the subject
under discussion, we. canuot very readily - discover.

For our own part, we are not over-srnguine as to. the
results of the measure. We do not believe it will put
a stop to bribery, any more than we believe that it will
effect an alteration in human nature: Nevertheless, it
“is infinitely more politie; as well as more just, to orga-
nize a general judicial apparatus, which may be worked
at any time and in any place, than to 1$sue an excep-
tional Commission to deal with each particular instance
of corruption as it occurs. Prevention is better than
remedy ; and, atany rate, there is no harm in legislat-
ing against abuses by anticipation. Nor ‘must we for- |
get that example only exercises a deterring influence |
when it is near enough to be felt. Mankind are not
apt to take warning from isolated punishments. Since
the time of the Reform Bill, several millions have been
spent upon elections ; and about a hundred constituen- |
cies have been systematically bribed, over and over |
again, at an average interval of three years. During |
all this period, however, only two places have been |
disfranchised; and we fear it is more than doubtful |
whether a single other borough has been in any way
benefitted or improved by the merited punishment
which has tardily overtaken Sudbury and St. Albans. |
"The cause is obvious enough. It takes the best part '
of a year, and about a thousand pounds sterling, to |
accomplish an act of public justice by means of a Par-
liamentary commission. Of course so cumbrous an
instrument of retribution is not likely to be put in ope
ration very frequently ; and what criminal will not
laugh at a punishment which is only inflicted once or
twice in ten years? But it does nof for a moment fol-
low that a well organised and steidily administered
system of penalties will be ineffectuel to check so flag-
rantand intolerable an abuse. Publicity has its terrors,
and many a man whose malpracticesare pretty widely
known would shrink from having themopenly exposed.
No borough, however degraded, envies the fate ot St.
Albans—no electioneering agent would court the noto-
riety which clings to the name of Edwards—nor would
any innkeeper glory in the name of Blagg.

The Government experienced a well-deserved defeat
on Monday night, in_their attempt ‘o exclude counties
from the scope of the Bill. Nothing could be more
absurd than the notion of exemptng any particular
class of constitnencies from the opention of the mea-
sure, !merely because no complaint sas yet been made
against them. We might as well exempt all  respect-
able™ persons from capital punishment. Every honest
man who walks the streets knows ‘hat, if he picked
the pocket of the person who goes before him, he
would be imprisoned or transporteds but he does not
think of resenting his liability to such treatment as an
indignity. The purest of constituencies will not fec)
itself aggrieved by being declared subject to punish-
ment on a contingency, which is never likely to be rea-
lized. We see no reason whatever why counties, or
even the universities, should have been excluded from
the Bill. We camnot have different laws for different
places, any more than for different persons; and Mr.
Disraeli’s objection to * taxation founded on a basis of
exemptions™ is equally applicable, in peint of principle,
1o exceptional legislation against particular bodies of
electoral delinquents We sincerely thank the Marquis
of Londonderry for the just and rational decision of (he
House of Commons on' this paint; for there can be
little doubt that we owe it mainly to his Lovdship’s
opportune disclosures res ecting “‘ the relations of
ratron and nominee,” and the mode in which a ¢ family
seat” iq pnrobaccd by wa 4 ivaraenco sxpenditure of
treasure.”

Foreign Countrics.

THE CAPE—THE CAFFRE WAR.

Sir Harry SurTa’s PArTiNG DEspaTcH To EaRL
Grev.—A final despatch on resigning his appointment
from the late Governor of the Cape of Good Hope to !
tarl Grey, has been just been published. It is dated |
King William’s Town, 7th April, 1852. The whole l
of it is too long for quotation in our columns, but we i
cannot resist extracting the concluding paragraphs |
which supply so excellent a defence on the part of the
gallant veteran to the charges brought against him by
the late head of the colonial department :—

I have now reported to your lordship the progress
of events up fo the date on which I relinguish the gov-
ernment of the colony of the Cape and the command
of the army. My position has been as arduous, and
one of as great difficulty, as ever man was placed in.
The origin of this war involves a most intricate and
truly complicated question, requiring a general view to
be taken of antecedent subjects. Itisan ineontrover=
tible fact that the Kafir people were most contented
with the rule established in British Kafraria; while
shortly previous to the outbreak a restlessness on the
part of some of the chiefs became apparent. At this
period the treachery of the fickle and ungrateful
Hottentot was at work. Many of them, possessing
just sufficient education to make them mischievous and
capable of observing what occurred at public meetings
held within the colony to resist and oppose every mea-
sure of Government which the colorists regarded as |
the exercise of constitutional rights, though in point of |
fact, such proceedings approached the brink of anarchy |
and confusion, could not discriminate between national
remonstrance and open resistance. Filled with the
belief that they were an ‘“ oppressed ad ill-used race,”
they proceeded covertly to concoet with the Kafirs |
those hostile schemes which were hst approaching |
maturity, when my presence on the fontier, and the |
measures [ took, most fortunately precpitated the war |
ere the conspiring parties were prepared and their:
means collected. Had it been othermise, the outbreak |
would have been far more formidable sven than it has
been.

I tried every expedient to avad war short of |

of her Majesty’s authority ; yet a mosi peculiar feature |

ol this outbreak was, thal no specific reason was ever | only serviee [ have really

assigned, nor any redress sought, by the Kafir chiefs, !
though frequently called vpon to stde their cause of |
restlessness, if such actually existed ; while the Gaika |

people professed attachment to the existing order of | thing for a snhordinate

things, and were apparently most contented with a
rule which protected them from tyramny. All mission !
stations were flourishing, and mor than usually at-l
tended. During this time the Hottextots were passive. |
Some doubted their loyalty; this roused them, andi
from several places, even from Kat River, I received

public assurances of their fidelity an] devotion. When !
the war broke out it was regarded by me and every i
other fuunctionary as a most unpopular revolt of the-|
Gaikas to support Sandili in error; the other chiefs

of tumult however, was soon blaziyy s

and my means

1,700 British troops, the greater partof whom occupied ‘
twelve unavoidable garrisons, leaviny 800 available to |

intrepid barbarians in the field: - Opiratious had to be |

| prowily derive satisfaction from the refloction which

{ rgignty exceeds its expenditure, The
dition of Natal is deeply
that concession which would have lovered the dignity | judicious government of M. Pine, who, in a letter t0

and the greater part of any merit there may be attached

feels that he Las a chief ahove him who, provided he
acts honestly and straightforwardly, will support hin?
whether he suceeeds or fails,
in your Excellency.”?

sed in the general order annexed, at a
according to the reports I have
ln command and other sources, the miss of the Gaikas
| )_I:l"? va_*n expelled {rom the Amatolas; when the
| Rafirs, eis as well as trans Keian, have repeatedly sue
openly expressing themselvestothateffect. The torch | for peace, and whe
. 1ts continuance having been prosecuted ta visit these
were for months most inadequate, unounting to only | turbulent savage
2 and according
despatch of
contrould,000 Hottentot auxillaries of doub( ful loyalty, | terms:— Youp first care
and to meet these hordes of well arned, athletic, and | rangement can b
the-war; bnt desirabla as

carried on over an extent of country larger than Great
Britain and Ireland, of the greatest natural difficulty,
intersected as it is by mountains and rivers, and filled
with woods and rocky fastnesses. My scanty force
enabled me alone to maintain, with unflinching deter- 'Y iy
mination , every position. [ relied, most fallaciously

on the inhabitants rallying round her Majesty’s troops :

and they have themselves to blame for many of the *
horrors and miseries they have suffered at the hands of
the enemy ; all which T predicated in my proctamation
of the 3d February, 1851, must inevitably happen unless
they should turn out en masse to resist the torrent. L
encountered a revolt—as I have already shown most
unexpected—of nearlythe whole of the eastern Hottentot
population, formerly so useful against the Kafirs; as
also an extensive defection in a corps of that class.
previously most loyal and of the highest utility in Kafir
warfare. The Hottentots had been tanght or had
imbibed, the marked impression to which I have before
alluded, that they werean ¢ oppressed and illsused race,’
and that Holy Writ, which they ave very fond of quoting
‘aught them they were justified in fighting {o regain
the country of which they regarded themselves as
deprived. Sarrounded as I and Major-General Somerset
were bythese people,drawn from the castern and western
distriets, one false step or untimely exercise of power
and martial law would have plunged the whole intoa °
chaos of revolution ; her majesty’s troops must have
abandoned their advanced positions, and fallen back on
Graham’s Town ; and the T"Slambie tribes would have
risen, as well as every curley headec black from Cape
Town to Natal,

During the prosecution of this war, 6,000 warriors?
according to the Kafir’s own statement, have fallen,
incleding 80 chief men all of them of some distinetion
19,975 head of cattle, and inumerable goats, have been
taken from the Gaikas, Tambookies, and from Kreilly
the latter having suffered an additional loss b the
remmoval of 7,000 of the enslaved Fingoe race, bringing
with them 15,000 head of cattle ; many arms and nearly
900 horses have been captured ; the enemy has been
driven, with great Joss, from the strongholds which he
so determinedly held; and through the whole of their
locations, the crops of the Gaika have been urterly
destroyed.

Thus have these most formidahle barbarians been
visited with the punishment their murders and rob-
beries merit, the resnlt of that horrid war which they
50 wantonly eommenced, fraternizing with the up®
grateful Hottentot race; and which the military mea~
sures now in effectnal course of .operation for their
expulsion from the fastnesses of the Amatolas will
complete. The effcet must be, as far as humaR
foresight can prediet, to establish permanently that
peaee and tranquility which the colonists hope for, and
to relieve the Imperial Treasury from a recurrence 0
an expenditure which has been indeed enormous, not-
withstanding my utmost exertions by every practicd
and energetic restriction to control it. 7

I'am accused in your Lordship’s despatch of having
“failed in showing that foresight, energy, and J“d%'
ment which my very difficult position required;”’ 'n,a
censured for not having sooner bronght this war £
termination; although in your Lordship’s despated’
No. 592, of the 8th March, 1851, the following remar :
appears:—“ It is a great satisfaction to me, in the f L
anxiety in which Fam placed by the inteHigence bich i
has reached me, to know that I may rely with th
most eonfidence, not only. b ; X vigour and Judgo
ment in your military op ms, but also npon )tm’
enlightened humanity.” This has, however, bi‘(":h
war unavoidably of gradual -prngressinn. to ensure b B
result I anticipated and have attained, and one whic
could nst have been eondueted differently. Isp“k‘
with some experience in war on a large seale as wel
as of a desultory character. When regalar armi¢s
are oppnsed to each other, a signal vietory may decide
the fate of a nation. In a war with barburians, who
fight only when it so pleases them, avoiding eoncen®
traion, but who are still determined to resist, the con~
testis necessarily of long duration. I may therefore

by

has leame to record these faets, that this war will have
bee{l braught to the required couclnsion with that ex
pedition which all the peculiar circumstances permit;
while during its progress neither soldier nor troop w
horse has ever wanted his daily ration. Eveny fortand
post is well supplied with provisions and ammunition ;
large depots of the munitions of war are at head-
quarters and at Graham’s Town; and I have thus beent 1
recently enabled to make considerable reduetion in the ‘
transport—a very extensive branch. I have been wel
snpported by the Commissariat and the Civil Depart=
ment of the Ordnance. and I enclose a e py of m¥
general order as a record of their respect ve merits.

I transfer the civil Government without a sing’e
particle of business in arrear, and with a treasury
without a debt ; while all the civil officers have worke
under me with energy and zeal. The war impecding v {
over the Orange River territory, with all its evils and [
horrors, has been averted; while, had its prosecution !
become imperative, I had collected an ample depot O ]
¢ 'mmissariat supplies at Bloem Fontein, Amicable
relationship has been established with the trans-Vaal
Emigrant Boers ; the refractory native chiefs are re-
storing their plunder, and sabmitting to the conditions |
imposed on them; the torbulent Boers within the !
Sovereignty, when convieted of overt acts of disloya'tys i
have had heavy pecuniary finesinflicted on them, many
of which, to the amount of £1075, have already been
promptly paid, which I have caused to be placed in
the imperial chest, and to its credit; property rises
considerably in value; and the revenue of the Sove*
flourishing con’
indebted to the able an

me of the 20th March, thus expresses himself; —+ The

I rendered your Excellency
was the sending the contingent into the Sovereigntyy

It is an easy

to that service belongs justly to you,
officer to do his duty when he

8uch a chief 1 bave had !

I relinquish the command of the troops, as expres-
pi’l’i()d when,
received from officers

n the war is virtually terminated

s with that retribution justice dem.qdé,
to the injunctions in S.pp Tordship’s’
May 13, 1851, conveyed in the following
y before any permaoncnt ars
¢ thought of, must be to put an end t0
itis that this should'be ac”
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