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You know very well, my brethren, that
tue order ol the natural world is maintained by
tie opevation ol matter upon water 5 and that
tire order of the moral world is maitutained by
taw action of mind upon mind,—As the great
reviuiions, ol nature are carried on by the re-
ciproval action of the various parts ol which
tiee visible universe cousist, upon  cach
other, whether of smaller portions or of greater
masses ;<o (hat mysterious order which the
Divine Being amintains in the woral world
is upheld and presersed by the mutual ac-
tion ol vne mind vpon auother.  This action
iz incessantly goiig on g and though it bor-
rows for its instromentality the organs ol the
body, yet the ultimate object. is minih.  The
geeut wedivi ihrough which this is maintain-
e is the intercourse and conversation of man
with man, which brings one mind into con-
tact with another, and is perpetually modify-
ing the mind which is thus drawn into union,
and devives maodiliestion  from  that mind
with which itconverses,  Weare continnally
drawing and being drawn, impelling and resist-
ing or yielding, assimilating ovrselves to oth-
ers, amd athers to ourselves ;3 nor is it possible
te go into any company and cone from it ex-
actly in the same state o’ mind,  The moral
modification iz perpetoally going on jand il we
trace it exactly, we shall find thatit is cither
cvil or good ; very seldom, ifever, entircly in-
difficrent or neutral. It is one of the funda-
wental lws of nature, that our minds should
be subject fo perpetual modification from the
winds of others; nor is it within the reach of
our will to determine whether this influence
shall be excrcised or not.  Yet we may de-
termine to what influence we subject it: we
may  determine what socicly we. will keep,
but not what influence that socigty which we
choose shall have upon ua. 1t operates ac-
conling to certnin fixed and infallible Jaws,
50 that no person can, by any pretence of self-
coutrol, justify exposing himsell o the action
afa power the operation of wihch is deter-
mined hy law quite independent of himself,

One of the first {eclings of every person who
goesinto company is, to please andbe pleased,
~—If he be a person of a henevolent and corial

“upirit, e goes with the very design of assin-
“ilating Wi ma l, as much as possible, to the
_minds “of thore with whom he converses,
STlus,is a sitent compacty without which ples-
tearacan acithee -be imparted nor received.
“Justia Drj)pnrlim\ to the deticacy and (orce of
Lois, ;i)j.r_ii'pn,lh)" is the pleasure derived from
suciety ' andthey possexsitin the most intense
- wiidaAvid degree who enn most imperceptibly
*pdalibtn the feclibes of others, so as to ingop-
. f)ibl;?’.i'-‘t,f‘;" a time their centents, feelings,
anil dispositons with thew own.  Hence we
piainty perceive that there is a preparation in
the very natwre of sociely, that society espe-
ceintly whiel is chosen and of & voluntury na—
1ure, for an assimilation of our winds to the
views and principles, sentiments and dispos-
tionx, of those with whom we converse,

We notonly go into socicty unarmed, hut
we go with a preparation in favour of the action
of the sentiments and the ageney of the minds
of others which is then eperating upon nz-—
g» with the intention o heing pleased with the
sympall\ies which that intercourse excites, and
1av our hearts and minds, as weexperience or
expeet sovial pieasure, open as much as pos-
sible to the full and entiré action of the social
instinét,  Let us suppose then, at least, that
the socicty into which we enter i not po:i-
tively vicions in any other sense than ag it is

fluence over any mind.

the prospect of glernity.

gion is expelied.

dience to his Maker,

wy ministerial duties,

is a positive thing, and at the sanie time it re-

act of faith, and be made npevative by a seri-

‘ous exertion of the mental facullies, by ealling
our attention fo spiritual unpressions, and
thereby overpowering the mechiinical and ne-

cessary operations of sensible objeets,
’ To be centinued.

TIIE CHRISTIAN IN THE NAVY.
'

Reticox in the navy ,
ship!  The supposition is absurd—the existenee
of such a thing impossilile.  Consider the usua

ather lands by their ungogliness,

centious misuse of money ; (he triumph of vice
the bard-gainetl earnings of months, or eve

[Tow cun we look, then, for relision or godliness

marks do not apply to the oflirers, nor to any
class indiseriminately.)  And yet wherein con-
sist the absurdity «nd the impo:sibility that reli-
vion and vital godliness should be found in the
navy?
the bravest and most honoured of those who
have fough! their country’s hattles, who have
been eminént for truc pirty; who have uniformly
conducted then.selves, evil: in an atmosphere
confessedly little calculated to foster and cherish
Chiristian fecling and principles, in a manner
such ax becameth the gospel of Christ, Bad as
the state of .our navy once was—aund it is to be
Teated itis bad enough still—it has. neveitheless,

distinghished by.a total absensc of religion'; Tet|

possessed itsseven thoussnd who bhave not bowed

the pergons with whom we as':é;dhtpsbé' only
characterized by an entire neglect of God, an
absence of the fear of the Almighty: let their
general conduct and deportment be such, and
such only, as might be supposed to take place
ilthe verities of religion were exploded, and
the expectation of a luture account entircly
dismissed ; it is not too much to say that this
society itsell will possess a very pernicious in-
1t is dangerous to be
accustomed to the ab:ence of religion, and to
be familiarized to the contemplation of the
most sulemn ond important subjects in a state
of disunion from God, and non-advertence to

For a persan, especially a young person, to
be accustomed to hear life and death, judg-
ment and eternily, and ali the most serious and
awtul scenes of human existence spoken of] |
will not say with unbecoming levity, but with-
outadvertence to religion, with regard only to
physical couses and eflects, is a dangeronspro-
cesy, and must be attended with the most se-
vious peril—Next 1o the inlusion of positive
impiety, the most evil element in which the
mind can be placed is that out of which reli-
To live without God in the
world, and to converse with those who thus
live, is,only in a lower degree than positive |are too often appointed to situations, which the
irapiety, less dangerous to a creature who is in |ave necessitated to fill, where the sociely is ofa
a state of probation, and whose everlasting in. tharacter with which no right feeling man wouid
terest depends on acquaintance with and obe-

f recollect, some years ago, that upon read.
ing some very popular tales (Moral Tales they
are styled), the talent of whieh ix exceedingly
great, but which are distinguished by the tota}
absence of religion, nnd the want of all refer-
ence lo it even in the scencs of death ; 1he in-
flusnee on my niind svas such that, durieg the
time devoted to that reading, it was with great
difficulty and perplesity 1 was able to discharge
It became, therefore,
painfully evident to me, that to be conversans
long together with trains of thought or associa-
tions of idens from which religion is entirely ex-
cluded is of a dangerous tendency ; fur religion

quircs to be brought into view j it must he re-
alized by an eflort of the mind j it addresses
not itself to the senses, does not occur natural-
ly in the paths of lite; it lies in an invisible
state, and can only be realized by a positive

Vital godlipess on hoard

recklessness ol our searwen, the incalculable in~
jury they kave dine to the Clrigtian cause ‘in
Visit ont sea—
ports : witness a ship peid off.  Observe (ke li-

n
vears, sqaandered in a very few days or hours.

among men of such habits 7 (OFf coutse these re—

Proofs innumerahle may be atlested of

7 »
the knee to Baal; who havebeen em&ed buld
Iy and unfiinchingly; to confront vicé; to tegiy
templation,and to_sel before others an examyl,
of béautiful consistency. And this i\mong'la”
rankg in the:service from a Gambier 1o the Joyy.
est seaman in the fleet, Gambier—the nam,
ever. must be regarded asone of the noblest i,
Biitain’s peerage. Gambier—the foremost (g
fight the battles of his country, the foremost 1,
fight the battles of his Lord. Long, long wj
that name be had in remembrance— and deserveq.
ly—in our navy ; probably longer still by thoy,
who, through his instrumentalily, were brouaty
out of darkness into marvellous light. °
1t has appeared to me that the situation in the
ministry which I should the most dislike 1o 4)|
would be that of a chaplain in the ravy ; but this
may be an_unwarranted prejudice. It certainly
may not afford so many comforta as a snug rec-
tory ; but it may, and possibly will, afford many
more opportunities for usefulness. And if a may
is really devoted to his work, and has conscien.
tiously embarked in his Master’s cause, for th
setting forth of his glory and the good of his fel.
low-creatur+s, a naval appointment may be by no
meapns incligible. A seaman’s soul is surely ay
valuable 3s a rustic’s—the salvation of a comman.
der as the salvation of a squire. Ifa naval chap.
lain linds few -congenial souls with whom ha
could delight to hold converse, are not many of
the clerzy, in counury districts especially, com-
pelled with reluctance to admit the fact j for they

or a moment have a desire to mingle. The -
gracd point is to follow the leadings of God's
povidence, so far as we think we can discover
them, and then set about onr work, in faith that
if we be not weary in well doing, we shall in due
season reap if we (aint not,

[ have often heard naval chaplains declare
that they have uniformly met with the, utmost
1espect lo their ministerial oflice. as well asto
themselves personally ; that they have rarely wit-
nessed, in their immedute presence, any thing
aross or Tevolting ;3 that, often in conversations
with seamen, they have discovered a religions
tone of freling on which they bad little calevtai-
+¢ 5 and that they could number many with
whom— though in widely different spheres of life
— they could take sweet counsel tagether, ant
whom they trust at the'last to meet in that sue
and certain hzven, when the din of war will %
heard na more, and the raging of the tempen
shall have sunk into a calm—quietness and as-
surance for ever.

There is a very common notion, in the world,
that, the moment a man becomes serious)y religi-
ous, he grow laxin the performance of his world-
Iy dutics. It is very true such instances.may ho
adduced in vast numbers, but they will vot bear
the scrutiny of strict investigation. 15 will hejfound
that erroneous views-of religion and of human re-
spensibility have been the cause of this ; and that
to the individual’s weakness, and not to religious
principles, his inconsistepcy is to be atuributed,
U have known a man, indeed, so fend of atteni-
ing religious meetings, that he entitely neglected
his business, and ruined his family —a man so fond
of hunting aiter popular preachers, that the sab-
bath domestic arrepgements of his family never
occupied his thoughts, He would order his car-
riage fo one church and then to anogther, without
ever recollectiny that his coachihan or footman
might, while he was spending the time in seek-
ing to satisfy his itching ears which an apostle
himself would not have satistied, for he would
have grumbled at the sermon-preacher on Mars
hill, be worse than wasting that time in the next
wine-vaulls or pot-shop. The religious man
lives above the world ; but . he recollects that he
lives in the world, that he has worldly duties to
perform accerding to the best encrgies, and that
the very fact of the non-performance of these is
an incontrovertible evidence that he has as yet
learned-nothing effectually of the true obligations
of the Christian calling. - .

And is it not so in the nary ? Is a man less
courageous because he fights taking God for hiz
shield? Is he necessarily a coward in sn en-
zagenent, because hie has entered it with prayer,
and not with cursing ? Does he fight his foe less
resolutely, becanse he has been warring against
the world and the flesh and the devil? [a be
the more apt to flinch from the prospects of death,
berause he has been acepsfomed to meditate on




