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month the Provincials had erected five fascine batteries,
mounted with 16 pieces of cannon and several mortars,
which had destroyed the western gate, and made a very evi-
dent impression on the circular battery of the enemy. The
fortifications on the island, however, had been so judiciously
placed, and the artillery so well served, that they made five
unsuccessful attacks upon it, in the last of which they lost
189 men. In the mean time Commodore Warren captured
the Vigilant, a French seventy-four, having a complement of
560 men, and great quantities of military stores. This prize
was of the utmost importance, as it not only added to the
naval forces of the English, but furnished them with a var-
iety of supplies of which they were very deficient. Suffice
it to say, that the preparations which were making for a gen-
eral assault, at length determined Duchambon to surrender;
and accordingly, on the 16th of June, he capitulated. Upon
entering the fortress and viewing its strength, and the plenty
and variety of its mecans of defence, the impracticability of
carrying it by assault, was fully demonstrated. The garri-
son, amounting to 650 veteran troops,and 1310 militia, with
the crew of the Vigilant, and the principal inhabitants of the
city, in all 4130, engaged that they would not bear arms for
twelve months against Great Britain or her allies ; and being
embarked on board of fourteen cartel ships, were transport-
ed to Rochfort. The New England forces lost 101 men,
killed by the enemy and other accidental causes, and about
thirty, who died from sickness ; while the French were sup-
posed to have lost 300, who were killed within the walls.
Not the least singular event connected with this gallant cir-
cumstance was the fact that the plan for the reduction of
this regularly-constructed fortress, was drawn up by a law-
yer, and executed by a body of colonial husbandmen and mer-
ehants ; animated indeed by a zeal for the service of their
country, but wholly destitute of professional skill !

During the forty-nine days the siege lasted, the weather



