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move to still more commodious quarters, - The
total addition to the premises of Messrs. H.
Shorey & 0o, pending the latter improvements,
is nearly 20,000 square feet, making in all one
of the largest wholesale clothing establishments

on the continent. : The number of hands em- .

ployed is between 3,000 and 4,000, a portion of
these being engaged in the many sniall fiuc~
tories of the firm in the neighboring towas and
villnges, and even as far as the city of Quebec,
where much of the work is done, thus combin-

ing the advantages of cheap lubor with the !

skill of first-class entters and labor-saving
machinery, - Messrs. H. Shorey & Co. own and
operate the only spouging machine in the

Dominion, and have the sole right to use the

sawme. The designers of the firm have recently
returned from a trip through “Burope and the
United States, undertaken: for the purpose of
studying and inspecting new stylesand fashions.
A feature in the business of this firm. is a
Printed Guarantee of workmanship, given with
every coat. Many . of the goods are cut by
machinery. Among the curiosities of the trade
are overcoats for the North-West, some ingeni-
ously-lined with rubber, others with soft buck-
skin and all trimmed  with fur, constituting an
article impervious to blizzards and other win-
ter weather in the Prairie Province and terri-
toriea. I3 :

“SaLvace.’—It was the intention. of the
writer of this series of articles that they shonld
be published in pamph\elt form for distribution
as semi-ofticial instructions to fire insurance
agents; perhaps some -of.the managers of the
Fire Insurance” Companies  mighv desire to
make ndditions and amendments before this is
done, if 8o we shall be.pleased to hear from
them on the subject. That some - such form of
instruction is necessary is quite evident from &
recent aceurrence where a stock  was - slightly
damaged by smoke and water. .As two com-

panies were interested, the assured went to the
two agents ; by one he wus-instructed to go-on
with his ordinary business, by the other he was
told to:cluse his store and ‘not. touch anything
until the Inspector came along. :

Tug United States post;ofﬁce depariment has
of late been rende:_‘iué‘ good . service fo the
public by confiscating all lelters and circulars
addressed 1o swindling  concerns in - various
cities throughont the country. . The pames of
the awindling firms are algo posted. up in .the
principal post offices. i There are a few swind-'
ling advertising' ngencieg which for the inter-
ests of the public should be treated in & similar
manner. 'One of the most notorious of these

is an individual ‘styling himself ¢ Hermon .

Conant & Co.,” doing business at No.5 Dey
street, New York. ' His methods are known to*
many: newspapers, for according to his- own
-admission . be has done - business with' over
3,000 of them, and he has never been known to.

pay & single one,. He has printed references,-

which ' include- some of :the leading ‘religious

papers of the United States, We confess to'the -

wenkness of having been swindled by * Hermon

Conant & Co.,” and hereby figuratively immo- -
late: ourselves: for' the’ general’ good.. We.

would advise ouc- brethren. of the:.press’ to
.;gn;e; the swindler & wide berth ‘and a short
notiep,. v e :

THE DIFFICULTY. which: had existed  for' some

" time eoncerning the proprietorship of the Guelph
Ierald appears to be adjusted at last. . Mr.

Smallpeice, who conducted the paper for some

years - past, has' abandoned the “affair snd:

taken & position on the staff of the JourNaw oF

CoMMERCE where  he has- wider scope for his

talents and ability, and is still able to maintain
business relations with Lis many  friends ino

Guelph and throughout the West. Considerable

feeling appears to have been: evoked by the snit

in Chancery—" Much ado-about vothing ""—if
oue. may judge by a bitter. attack upon Mr.

Smallpeice -in a recent number of the Merald,

intended probably as n salve for wounded honor,

Tue TrUSTEE in the case of Jno. A. Wilcox of
St. George, Ontario, recently noted, sends the
following memo to’ the creditors:—The  last
vote given by the purchager of the stock, Mr. J.
Grant McKay, amounting to$944.00, was pay-
able at the Mahon Banking Co's Office in

endorsed by Mr. G.'P. McKay and A. Dunean
& Co., through whon it was discounted, was
protested by the Merchants Bauk, who were the
holders, for non-payment.” Mr. McKay's solici-
tors write in reference to the matter: * Mr. J.
G. McKay desires ug to write you the circum-
-stances connected with the protest of his note
due on the 19th inst. He had provided the
funds at the Mdihon Banking: Co. to meet the
note. The note was presented there by the Mer-
“chants Bank on the 19th, and was marked good,
and a certificate given on the note by the Mahon
Banking Co. for payment. Thig certificate. was
a direction for the Bank of Montreal to pay the
amount. ‘I'he note and certificate were not pre-
gented by, the. Meérchants Bank:to the Bauk of
Montreal titl the. following day, and on’that
day, the 20th, the Bank of Moutreal stopped

and the latter clozed its doors and- is insolvent.
Hud the Merchants Bank demaunded the: cash
instead of taking the certificate they . would
bave got it - Asitis Mr. McKay claims that
neither he,-or his brother, or you, are liable to
the Bank, and thercfore notifies you of the fucts
that e'ou may not pay the Bank unwittingly.”
The Merchants Bank now seek ta recaver the
amount from Messrs. A, Duncan & Co., repre-
senting the Trustee; they, however, from ‘the
foregoing fucts, and by the advice of  their
solicitor, deny the linbility," Pending a settle-
ment. I deem it prudent to delay paying the
dividend. - Should, however, the matter not be
placed . in a satisfuctory shape-in a few days [
shall make an inierim dividend from the funds
now in my hands of say 20 cents on  the dollar,
but I trust to be able to pay the full amount as
" advertised, and so close the matter. :

Gomesponiiense.

& HINT ON INSOLVENCY LEGISLATION.
To the Editor of the JounsaL os. CostERcE.,
Sir,~I ‘fancy no person who has had any-

estates is inclined to dispute the great necessity
that exists for some measire, providing for the
equitable ‘distribution "of the ' assets of such
estntes among creditors.. But the great “abjee-
tions - are:—1Ist, the . facility “with” which ‘the

great expense atlending the winding up of an
estate once in the hands of an assignee.. Might
Ibriefly indicate certain heads which expanded
“into a Statate might have the effect of nvoiding
' these erils, to some extent at'least. I will con-
tent myse{f with briefly sketching my views as
_ to'insolvency procedure: without; in this com-

faver:

London, on the 19th ult. This note, which was”

paymentof the Mahon Banking Co.’s certificates,

thing todo with the -winding .up of insolvent

insolvent obtains his discharge; ‘dnd; 2nd, the

- munication, entering  into argument in" their"

1. Utilize the'presént judiciary.
2. Allow no volnntary assignment.
3. I’ collusion ‘ghould be suspected by the

judge, allow the county attorney or some other -

legal official to ititervene.

4, If ‘any creditor, bolding an overdue claim,
desire to. place his debtor in insolvency, he
should serve a short date notice, stating briefly
the grounds on which' he relies, o
5, If the debtor desires to contest the pro-
ceedings let him serve a brief . notice, concisely
setting forih his reasons for opposing the appli-
cation. ‘ ‘ : T

6. If this contesting notice be not served, or
being served the debtor dues not appear, then

the judge may either ovder that the estate be -

placed in the hands of the assignee, or that the
application be dismissed, or cqll upon. the
county attorney, or other legal official, o inter-
vene.

7. But one assiguee to be appointed for each
judicial district or county. .

8. A speedy sale, realization and distribution
of the assets,

9. The assignee to furnish a report of the -

insolvent's books, state of business and manner
of conducting the same, and such other informa-
tion as business experience might suggest.

10. If this report show reckless tending, false
entries, non-keeping of cash or other ordinary

books, suppression of ~entries, fruud or other -

good ground for refusing a discharge, then the
judge to allow no discharge, whether consented
10 or not, and whether opposed or - not, unless
the estate pays: 100 cents in the 8. The books
necessary to be kept, or: grounds for refusing a
dischurge, slionld be clearly stated in” any Act
which might be framed.- N

-1 of course do not pretend that these sugges-
tions embody anything like a complele scheme
for the distmbution of insolvent estntes. But
they are the result of a “goud deal of thought
and some cexpericnce in insvlvency matlers,

coupled with, I may be - permitied to say, a fair -

knowledge of the Statuies and - lnws now or
furmetly “in force in most countries under the
rule of English law.. 1t may be that you will
not find this communication not-unworthy of o
place in your Journal; and that some ot your
_readers may  find ther¢in a’ hint “or two’ that
may be of use in finding n solution to what is
at best o very diflicult problewm.”

Yours, ete;, :

‘EDWARD ‘FURLONG.

Hahﬁ)lon, l?t‘h‘Mdrch,‘iS&fa‘.
FIRE RECORD-INSURANCE.
ONTARIO,

Kincardine, Feb, 15— A frame house owned’

by R. Burird and occupied by Mitchell Bros.,
grocers, and-the adjoining building,” owned by
Mrs. R. Robertson, veeupied by A. Wilde, con-
fectioner, completely destroyed.. Mitehell Bros.
ingured in the fullowing -compunies :—Royal,
$800 ; Lancashire, $400;. Cunada - Fire. and
Marine, " 8400, ~Wilde'- i3 insured in ' London
Mutual for: $900, . Aingston;: Feb. . 17.~G.
Robinson’s earringe shop dumaged to the extent
of $1,000; covered by insurance.—Guelph, Feb,:
21.—A' large frame building used a3 engine

shed destroyed with one engine. Loss $600;

insurnnce not known. Lorente, Feb, 2l.—The
Railway Supply Company's storehouse de-

-stroyed. Loss, 31,500 ; hghtly insured:. Lamil-"

ton, Feb, 24.—Campbell’s. Pottery birnt. . Loss

$800; covered by insurance. - Feb. 28, —The
Ontario  Cotton Mills, muchinery and stock

damaged to'the extent of $15,000; covered by
ingurance, - Oitawa, - March - 4.—The toll house

“on Richmond Roud, occupied by Mr. Orangs,
Sydenham, -

destroyed, © Lioss not Known,
6,—J. Wood's shingle factory and planing mill

destroyed. “Loss considerable; insurance $1,-
000.. /lamilton, March. 6, —=The station, house .-
“and freight shed on the Greay Western Railway |
wizh freight ear burnt, Losanot known... Lem- = .
broke, Murch 7.—A cooper shop on' Lake street .

“caught-on fire ‘and. spread: to the  adjoining

- houges, destroying ten buildings and outhouses,- - '
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