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thei siinple inotto, " Heathens have
no ri(hlits;" while the remaining oneis that good missionary, just ont of a
college cradle, who, instead of looking
after those globe-trotting sinners of
his Own race, is destined, as soon as he
reaches Japan, to write home reports
of." divine graces," and other nerciful
tlligs, among every-day people to
whom salvation is precisely as good,
wlether it proceeds froi Christ or
Bl1ddlha, or Mahomet for that matter,

s0nlong as it promises to be of fairly
good quality.

Under suich circuinstances, how can
,JIIan-poor bhelpless heathendom-be

pected to successfully avoidl conîtam-
ination with undesirable foreign ele-

ntts It is about tine an interna-
tional league were organized, having
in View the prevention of the national
deiioralization of Japan. But let good
foreigners reienber tlat in tins wide,
wlde, world there is no maiden but
knows the value of that individuality
wlhichî in wonan is chastity, and also
the power of mnodest grace Japan is
neitler a mevre n aiden nor a rasht
youtlh. She lias lier twentv-five
cCntujries o)f unbrokezn iiilepeillence
anid uindefled Iindiidî(uality: to chlerishl

or ever wit foidness and pride : to
loojk back to for inspiration and as-
liration.

The world knows wlat radical
changes Japan lias undergone sînce
the downfall of lier feudalismn: has she
irowl less sincere in ber smiles, less

frequent in ber mirth, in these thirty
years lle world still regards lier
as the most hospitable and pleasant
nation on earth, and the more so, the
ulorc she becones known.
. It is true Mr. Hearn is not the first
foreigner who has observed the fact
that the most hopeless personage,-
unlovely at the least,-any man cai
ineet in Japan, is lie who craves after,
ulitates and worships everything that
is European or American. But Mr.
Hearn, as well as the others, knows
that such a one is only exceptional:
for Japan on the whole is still Japan-

ese. The question is whether that ex-
ception will ever become general or
not Now, in spite of their Anglo-
naniacs, the people of the United
States will never become English. Nor
vill the prevalence of studying Ger-

man ever make England Germnan.
But what nation is there that does not
count ainong her millions some persons
addicted to unidue worship of foreign
manners and ways. This mania is so
constant a quantity in every land that
nobody cares to take notice of it. If,
however, the good friends of Japan
inean to say that because Japani is
neither England nor America, but
a mere Pagan Empire, the latter
should not be presumed to possess sense
enougli to preserve lier national indi-
viduality, ail I can say is that thejudg-
ment is extremely occidental. Japan
will ever be ready to sacrifice lier ego-
tisn for the sake of lier individuality ;
but I ani afraid that those kindly
foreigners, who are wailing over the
supposed coning fate of Japan, will
never come to appreciate the distinc-
tion which I here mîake between ego-
tisn and individuality.

The next arguimîent invented to hu-
mîiliate Japan runs thius: "Japan,in lier
wild ambition to attain the level of the
all-sided civilization of the white race,
has blindly plunged lierself into a t-isk
which is beyond ber» mental capacity,
which for that reason can only make
ber more and more discontented, mo-
rose and phlegnatic, and which in the
end can only bring about lier total
wreck." But this is begging the
question. It assumes that Japan is a
nation of untractable epicureans, upon
whom the varied experiences of
twenty-tive hundred years had but
been wasted like a dream in a niglt
of debauchery, and so unnerved thei,
that any attempt on thîeir part to
grapple with occidental ideas, and
white men's discoveries and inventions,
would burst their poor, aching heads
in twain. 1 grant the assumption is
quite excusable, as coming fron men
to many of whom it is a natter of
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