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Division. This consisted of the 44th
and 46th regiments and 2,600 New
York provincials. There were forts
now at intervals the whole way from
the Hudson to Lake Ontario, and his
communications were thus secured
against the cross-country raids from
Canada, that had been the terror of
those who travelled and those who
lived upon this forest highway. John-
son was commissioned to seize this
favourable moment of the waning of
French prestige to stir up the Six
Nations to their old enthusiasm for
the British cause. The ever-vigilant
backwoods baronet needed no press-
ing, but held in his lavish fashion a
grand council, celebrated with meat
and drink and eloquence at Fort John-
son. Five hundred Indians attended;
not only representatives of the faith-
ful nations, but of several others for-
metly hostile, who, wise in their gen-
eration, had read the writing on the
wall. This time they sang the war
song on the banks of the Mohawk
with serious intent, and goo warriors
at the response of their chiefs painted
and befeathered themselves for battle.

Prideaux and his men were upon
the site of Oswego by the middle of
June. Haldimand, the second in com-
mand, was given the task of rebuild-
ing the fort. Like Bouquet, he was a
faithful and able Swiss officer, who had
been imported to assist in the forma-
tion of that motley, but now efficient
corps, the Royal Americans. ‘“He
had helped to recruit it among Ogle-
thorpe’s Highlanders of Georgia, the
Germans and Scotch-Irish of Pennsyl-
vania, and the indented servants, poor
whites and Huguenots of the two Car-
olinas. He has a three-fold claim on
England, but she has forgotten him.
He was an indefatigable collector, and
has left 232 volumes of contemporary
papers bearing on this period to the
British Museum, as well as the Bou-
quet papers, which were his property.
His military services were consider-
able, and, above all, he was Governor
of Canada during the Revolutionary
War from 1778 to 1784—a sufficiently
critical and conspicuous post at that

time, which he admirably filled. Ca-
nadians complain, and justly so, that
his memory is at least as worthy of
preservation as that of provincial
preachers and forgotten novelists, but
that they look in vain through works
devoted to cataloguing the illustrious
dead for the name of this trusty servant
of the British crown.

Prideaux left Oswego on July 1st.
He had not been long gone when
Saint-Luc de la Corne, the well-known
French partisan leader, seized the op-
portunity to attack Haldimand. He
brought with him 1,200 men, mostly
Canadian irregulars, and the notorious
Abbé Picquet, with some of his so-
called Christian Indians, whom he ex-
horted to give no quarter to the Brit-
ish heretics. They did not have a
chance, for, though Haldimand’s part-
ies were wood-cutting outside the tem-
porary entrenchments of pork barrels,
they soon rallied to their lines. De la
Corne’s troops were not of the kind to
assault redoubts. They confined them-
selves for some twenty-four hours to
desultory rifle fire from the bordering
woods, and when the guns which had
been brought to bear on them opened
from the entrenchments, they were
seized with a panic, and raced helter-
skelter for their boats, knocking over
the reverend Abbé in their haste.
Some thirty of them were killed and
wounded, among the latter being La
Corne himself. Haldimand was hence-
forward left in peace, and in due
course a new fort arose upon the site
of Montcalm’s first Canadian victory
by Lake Ontario, which in after years
became the familiar quarters of many
British regiments.

Prideaux, in the meantime, with Sir
William Johnson and his Indians, was
hugging the southern shores of Lake
Ontario in boats and batteaux mount-
ed with guns. The coast line to the
outlet of the Niagara River, where the
fort stood, was over seventy miles.
There was a French warship cruising
on the lake, which is here about the
breadth of the English Channel at
Brighton, so it was slowly, and with
due caution, that the unseaworthy



