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MY PET BIRD.

" Why de you not have your little dead pet bied
emwhalmed aud mounted 27 Beenuse—

It would not be my hird if he
Could turn no dark, bright eve

Down to the green earth lovingly
Nour upward to the sky ;

Never iny coming step to greet
N LCould speed on fluttering wing :
Nor with a merry ** Peep, peep'” greot
The dainty I might brinz,

At sunvet hour, all still rxnd eold,
JUpona pereh to stand—
Not nostliox ax iu daysof old
Warm in my hollowed hand,

O no, itwould uot be my bird ;
My Jove to him outpoured,

And iu his little breast was stirced
A symputhetic chord,

In him lived memory, hope, delight,
Ilis heart with joy cuuh'l brim.

Allthat in me ix strong and bright
Shone, too, a spark, in him.

Then fold around the little heml
The linen white and fine,

And mnke a 80l and tiny bed
Beneath the towering viae.

What onee with conscious life doth thrill
I deem ean never die:

My bird is living somewhere still—
A spark in the spirit sky.

CoxsTANTING B, Brooks.

A GREAT LIBEL SUIT,

The Belt libel case, after lasting 43 dafs, has
comu to an end, the jury giving a verdict for the
plaintiff. They have awarded him, as compen-
sation, the heavy damages of £5,000; and the
tremandous bill of costs in the activn—except
those ‘‘between solicitor aud client,’" which
must in themselves amount to a considerable
sum--will have to be paid by Mr. Lawes, the
defendant. In artistic cireles the issas of the
trial will probably give little satisfaction ; hat
the geueral public will be heartily rejoiced that
a conclusion has at length been reached in this
peedlessly spun-out law suit, and will not, we
think, be disappointed or surprised ut its result.
Had their verdict been for Mr. Lawes, Mr. Bt
would have been a man ruined not only in
pocket but in reputation.  Toe defendant chose
to asperse his character, and to call him an im-
postor and cheat, to which, in the witness-box,
he also added an imputation of forgery. Mr.
Lawes, therefore, has only his own indiscretion
to thank if he has, in the supposed intorests of
his profession, dug a pit for his adversary and
fallen into it himsell. Originally thelibel which
was the casuse of this action appeared in the
pages of a well-known weekly journal, and im-
puted to Mr. Belt, the plaiutitf, that b had
falsely and systematically claimed 1o be the
author of works, for which he was only the
hroker ; that, while he represented himsell as
an artist and a sculptor, he wus nothing better
than a “statae jabber.”  Mr. Lawes made hiwa-
self responsible for the stitements contuinel in
the libellous paragraph, and actually thought it

incumbent upon him to dispatch a copy to the

Lord Mayor, as Mr. Belt was then engaged in
the civic competition for the bust of fLonl Bea.
constichl, which now stands in the Guldhall,
Mr. Lawes expressed his belief that the state.
wments about Mr. Belt being an impostor were
true, especially as they had remained uncontra.
dicted for a consideralle time. Tustead of sning
the publisher of the paper in which the Libet
was printed, Mr, B:1t secius to have gone to the
office of the jourual and densnded an explana.
tion : and he was then challenged to submit
himelf to an exunination of his whole career,
Consilering that the libel had already appreared
in print and bad been widely read, 1t s seareely
to be wondered at that Mr. Belt preferred to
place his case in the hands of u jury rather than
consenl to an investigation which in fnirness
~hould have taken place prior to the publication
of the charges.  Duriug the progress of the trial
Y nsmurkatle change come over the tactics of
the defence. At first Mr. Beit was decried as
a vulgar swindler, without an atem of artistie
ability or talent; but finally Mr. Webster, tor
the defendant, had to adnnt that My, Bt was
at least capable of making **superticial” altera-
tions in busts, and of modelling a bust in clay
%9 as to bea very good likeness of & person ; but
this, it was argued, was o widely different thivg
from being able to **invest a statue with artistie
merit.” ¢ The greater the uubikeness to the
original, the more the artistic merit,'” seemed to
he the only answer which could be made when
it was seen that Mr. Belt had, under the eyos of
the Court, executed an excellent representation
of M. Pagliatti.  The case, bowever, fur the de.
fence was that Mr. Belt was an arrant impostor,
and that he with threo others had entered into
a conspiracy to palm off as his owa productions
works which he had never execated.  Thethree
chief co-conspirators were alleged to be n Mr.
Verhydon, who was the real nudis:overed gemus
that put on the *tartistic” merit in a secret
studio; Mr, Curtice; and Mr. Walter By,
brother of the pluintitl.  The whole story was
of the compl xion usually wot with in the pages
of sensationnl novels. There was, Uy begto with,
the seeret studiv to which nubudy but the cou-
spirators were namitted.  Heve the wod 1ot the
colossal statute of-Lord Byron, now stending in
Hyide Park, was supposed to huve been ** built
up.  Mr. Scholtz, u wealptor who worked tor
Mr. Belt, snid that he bunselt and Mr. Haevi-
son, ulso a professional assistant, were in the

seeret studio helping to “ build up™ the model ;
and auother witness, Mr. Mellen, n caster, swore
that he asked Mr. Harrison who it was that mo-
delied this colossal figure, tv which Mr, Harri-
sou replied mysteriously, *¢ The ghost.”  Here
is another sensational element alded : only it
must be wdmitted, in justies to Mr. Harrison,
that he denied having ever saidd anything of the
kind, aund that Mr. Mellen appeared ty biea wit-
ness on the s'de of the defendant.  The argu-
ment for the defence was that Mr. Belt had no
notion of sculpture himself, bat had a very good
notion of obtaining commissions and passing
himsclf off as a heaven-born gening in high so- ial
speres. A general atmosphere of fashionable
life was thus ¢ist over the ease. Perhaps Mr.
Belt rany be a master of the knack of insinuat-
ing himself into the graces of the aristorraey ;
bat that fact alone is not sutlicient to negative
the supposition that he niy alss possess the soul
of au artist and the skill of a seniptor. His own
side averred that he was a man who had raised
himself by his own exertions to Lonourahls
prominence in his profession, and that therefore
tie had been made the wark for the jealousv of
rivals, who tried to drag him down by libeling
bim. Between these two versiony the jury were
called upon to choose.  There cau 12 no nse in
denying the fact of astrong preposyrssion amiust
Mr. Belt existing amon 1 painters aml senlptors,
The freliug of his owu profession was against
him, and no wander, coustlering the persistent
blackening to whieh his charater had been ex-
posed.  The artistic air was thick with rumours
of impostures practised by Mr. B2lt, which -
mours had their source in the quarrel that took
place between Mr. Belt and Verliyden, alter
which the latter went about declaring that most
o Mr. Belt's supposed works were actually
sceulptared by himself,  Mr. Balt was undonbr.
edly injudicions in the manner of his money
payments to such a person as Verhylen, and in
ot keeping a strict account of all the sums he
disbursed. Bat this is only to say that Mr.
Jeit wasa bad man of business, which probably
his most intimate frieuds would be the last to
deny.  The strong point in Me. Belt's favour
was the unmber of independent witness2s wha
came forward to. swear that they had seen him
with his own haudy executing and alte-ing
buasts. .\ large number of Royal Aeademieians,
inchuling Sir Frederick Leighton, My, Thorney-
crott, and Mr. Millaiv—who is a painter, aunl
not a sculptor——were called for the defence, and
most of them gave 1t as their opinion that the
old terra-cotta head of M. Paglistti waz, as
compared with Mr. Belt’s bust, a beantiful crea-
tion, and that the rival busts were distinetly
the work of two diff-rent hands. Unfortunately
for the evidence of these “exporty,”” M. Malen-
pré then came forward and stated that he saw
Mr. Balt warking on the first, or terra-cotta
bust.  This incident shattered the whole mass
of testimouny furnished by the Raval Aeademi-
elan~, thus once arain showing the worthless-
ue-s of were hypothetical expert svidence com.
paresd with that of a single credible eye-witness.
What was the good of the most talented seulp.
tors and artists saying that the Conway bust
“eould not” have been modetled by Mr. Belt,
when Mr. Morris swore positively that he had
seen Mr. Bolt model it ? A tremiendous amount
of incriminatory evidenco would have been re.
yuired to destroy the effect of Mr. Belt's wit.
nesses, and the most weighty nitter which the
defence could single ont was the money pay-
ments made by Mr, Belt to Mr, Verhyden.
The latter kept a dimny in which he put down
what be had reeeived, with the avowed object —
so he stated-—of some duy being able to use it
against Mr. Belt, The jury evidently attached
no value to this diary or to any of its coutents,
They probably theuzht that a man whe, by his
awn confession, allowed another to palw ofl his
productions as hisx own was a witness whose
word aud whoese diary were equally open to sus.
picion.  Verhyden swore that Mr. B+t pad
tim £300 tor the miodel which won the Byron
Memonal competition, Mr. Belt, on the other
band, asserted that the som was in compensa-
tion fur sowe et toons of Verhyden's which had
Been fost throngh his— M. Belt's-—fuuit, The
atuunt seetls cootiious toc the loss of a few
dtawings by an uckoown wan s but the evi
deee of Mr. Roburson partly bore Mr. Belt ont,
as that gentleman deposed that he was present
in M. Belt's studio waen Verhyden cane i and
rabd thod “the cartoons were worth far move
than £300 to him” The questionable evidenee
supplied by Verhyden andg bis diary, gotng to
show that the plaiutift had paid favge sums
without nuy obvious catise, was yiite tiwdoqtate
tu shake the effeet of the positive testimony of
those who had wituess:d Mr. Belt periorm ul)
the delicate manipulative processes of the skilled
senlptor. 1t was himpossible for the detence to
justny the statement that Mreo Belt was it o
sculptor, but & sttue jobler Thus the at.
tempt to rake up the whole careor of Mr. Belt,
and hold bim up to public scorn, has been a
miserable fajure, and the vesult of the present
trial will tend to show that calumnious siate-
wents are uot to be printed and retuded us tact
without investigation, in order to 1uin the re-
putativn of a profussiousl rvival ur w private
vliiey,

Muesars, J. B Lteerxcorr & Co, will adl to
therr series of foreign clissivs tor Baghish readers,
edited by Mrs, Oliphant, a new book on Rous-
soau by Henry Gray Grahaow ;5 and in i new set
of volumes to be called the Philosoplideal Clns-
sie, they will issue, as the initial number, o

work by De. Johin Veiteh ou Hawmilton,

ECHOES FROM PARIS.

Paris, January 19.

Tir Geand Hotel’s prineipal visitoe is Prince
‘T'ukahito, the heir to the throne of Japan, who
has been stuldying in Eogland. The young
geutleman has bern giving some very elegant
entertainments, ‘

Tue death is announced of M. Desvignes, a
well known member of the French turf, He was
liberal in the fuilest and best sense of tiie word.
H1s Chidteau de Bazouges was the rendezvous of
men of the highest distinction and true sports-
men.

Barox Sriscurrz, the Hothschild of Rusgia,
is expected in Paris with the greatest pl asure,
It is not only fur the reason that he i~ a very
agreeable man, but for the fact that he is worth
about two millious sterlinga year.  He is gener.
ous and a bouatiful buyer.

Pavxg, the famous pisto! shot, his returned
to Paris to give exhibitions of hisskill. One of
hiv achievements is to shoot an apple off the head
of his mother-in-law, He has never swerved in
affectionate care for her, and the wonder is that
he should do 5o, seeing that his pistol shot tar-
yets show a divergence from the dead centre.

Tir Mediterranean Fleets of various nations
are exceedingly polite to the various towns on
the Riviéra which they visit, and, of course,
protect one after the otaer during the fétes The
French flzet is at present at Cannes, and will re-
main there till the festivities are at an end, and
than proceed to Niee for the same purpose.

Tie French arein the height of expectation,
They are to he allowed to smoke real good Ha.
vannah cigars, which the Gavernment, the mon-
opolist of tobaueo, is going to import. Of course,
they will be dear, bat still they will be at the
disposal of the public that can pay, which is uot
the case at present.  How is it that the French
have 53 long submitted to this tobaceo slavery ¢
One would have thought that it was a better
cause fora revolution than auy of the former ex.
cuses. .

Paris has been shocked by the many girls
who, yet in their early teens, crowd around the
hatels and club houses nuder the pretence of sell-
ing lowers, The end of these girls reqnires no
prophet to sea. This new phase of Paris hife is
charged to the laxity of the police uader the Re
public, forit is said that when Napoleon ruled
there were no such shameful sights, de<pite the
licentionsuess which prevailed.  Som« three
hundred wirl children have been rescued by a so-
ciety, and placed in a home.

ECHOES FROM LONDON.

Loxpox, January 19,

A sHoRT time sincs at a fashionable marriage
—in which the bridegroom was & member of one
of the most aristocratic houses—saveral geutle-
meun, who were gaests, wore plaia gold rings in
their ears.

It is proposed to establish a White Ribbon
Army, the emblem b-ing the pledge of virtue—
the protest agiinst all Kiuds and forms of vice
and »in, the pratest agaiust war and bloodshed
uader all or uny eircumstauvces.  Why uot the
white fe ther?

AMoxe the mysterious clubs of which we from
time to time h:oar, not the least curiously named
is the High Hat Club, which it is presumed was
founded to resist the encroachments on society
of the Clevical Bowler, the Dodger, and the
Round Turn.

Tur pigeous of Monaco have had a bad time
of it.  The slaughter of the doves has been very
large at the recent pigron matehes.  Among
our countrymen who have ligieel successiully
are Colonel Veruon, Ciptuin Shelley, and Mr.
Wilson,

Iy is state 1 that the authorities have in con-
templation the institution of brouza earrings
with ¢ Morit” engeaved on them. These oraa-
ments are 1o be given to female nurses who have
distinguished themselves in hospital service dat-
ing war.

Havixe attained the dignity of & baronetage
and passed his seventieth year, dir Henry All-
sopp. head of the worl{-renowned tirm of Burton
brewers, hus retired from that protitable position
in favor of his sons, the member for Taunton and
Me. AL Py Mlsapp. .

Wit reference to  the proposed Roman
Catholie Cathedral in Westnmunster, it is said
that Sir Tatton Sykes bas offured to contribute
£3100,000 towards the building, aund it is likely
that suberiptious will be asked, sud subscription
lists for small as well as lurge subseribers will be
openedd throughout Eagland, as well us in cer-
tain parts of the Continent. 1t is calenlated that
trom first to last the proposed cathedral will cost

over £200,000,

ONE of the odd%singa which is the outcome«
of agricultural distféss is the announcement of
# hare farui—{o wit, 8 large tract of land taken
for the purpose of breeding kares for the market,
the same as rabbits are. There might be some
extra prolit made in letting out the shooting e r
day ami week when trade rquires tbe killing
down to supply demand. Whether ths nobl-
sportsmau would shrink at batcher business is
doubtful, seeing how near it is often approached
in the ba.tue.

“Gurar efforis are being made to “get the
Beaconsfield statue ready in time to be placed iv
position on the day before Parliament opens. It
1t be not ready then the oceasion will be Jeferred
to some tius when the House has gettled down
toity work. Whenever that happeus s great
Couservative dem mnstration will take place, at
which it is expected that both Lord Salishury
and Sir Statford Northeote will be present with
a large following of members of both Houses.

Horel-KEEPING I8, apparently, profitable in
London, to julge from the numbers of new
hotels building or to be built. Tae proprictors
of the Grand Hotel at tha corner of tha North-
umberland Avenue are building the Hotel Mé-
tropole on the opuosite side of the roadway,
vhiie not far oft unother immense hotel is to be
“fixed,” which shall be the biggest in Londoaq,
containing 5014 rooms, with a dining-room 100
feet long by 42 wide and 32 feet in height, Then
there is the one which is nearly finished in Hol-
horn, and a large one to be built in Coventry
rtreet, on the sume site as Mr. Elgar Bruce's
new theatre, the Prince's,

Is any millionnaire in want of a steam-yacht?
If g0, that whitest of white elephants, the
Great Easlern —the despair of its owaers, though
monarch of the se 's—is available for a bagtelle
of £5,000 p-r annu-u.  Sinee it was long ago
anavailing'y off:red by anction in tho city, the
gigantic vessel, once described as the chief
tinmph of Mr. Scott Russell’s genius, has been
wdly lytng at Milford I iven, not only eating its
head off, but—as the sharehsld-rs could tes:ify
—other portions of its stupendous frame, What
to do with the 25,000 tous burthen thns wasting
their aweetnesson the oceau air the Great Easern
3.eamship Company know not; s0 onee again
they appeal foe sowe offer, tnit th- nauteal
misterpiece may not gradaally verish of senile
decay unatilized. Is aoy sesport in want of a
breakwater, or auy Baraum esirous of opaning
A penuy peepsnow o4 the Toames? Now 1s the
time to strike a bargain,

MISCELLANY.

S5 impressed were the Indian Contingent with
the aracious condesceusion of their Hmpressthat
they propo-e to make a presentmest to Her Ma-
Jesty, prayuny that she will be graclously pleas.
»d T2 appoint a spoctal bo lv-guard, to be selected
from her Indian regiments, to s=rve a term of
two years, titl the ro'a ha beea thoronghly
exhausted. With real esprit de curps these gallant
soldiers have determined that, in case their
prayer is answere-d, the cost will not come out
of the lmperial Exchequer.

Titk origin of the term “‘grag’ has hitherto
bezn shromded in sume mystery, but a writer in
a morning coatemporary has lately given its
derivation.  About 130 years ago Adwural Ver-
nou, wuo then comnun-led our et in the West
[ndies, advised his sailws to dijute their ram
with water.  The ol L Admire was in the habit
of weariug breeches mude of a silken material,
called by the French yrosoprale, bat vulgariy
grogram, and in this way he reeaved the appel.
lation of **Old Grog.” Tae diluied rum was soon
preferred by his men, and, ot ot compliment
to their old commander, they always called it
tgrog.'’

To the Blus Ribbon men who never take a
glass, and the Yellow Ribbon men who never
refuse one, must now be added the Scarlet Rib-
bon Army that has been established at Broad-
henbury, in Devonshire, and which takes for its
motte the words of St. Paul in hLis Epistle to
the Philippians, iv., 5 :—**Let your moderation
he knowan unto all men ; the Lord is at hand.”
The Army d:Afers {rom the Blue Ribbou Army
and kindred bodies in one important particualar,
inasmuch as total abstinenee ix not imsisted
upon, the wearerof the scarlet ribbon promising
to abstain from smoking, swearing, and from
excessive drinking.

THE tuins of the Tuileries have just been sold
for 32,000f,, the bLuyer being Mr. Picard, who
pulled down the Fxbibition buildings of 187s.
Taere is thus an end of the royal palace which
had sv many sswelations.  Part of the site was
purchased by Francis for his wmother, Louise of
Swvay.  Catherine de Medicis, some years after-
wards, revived the sawe, bought additional
land, and ordered Pailibert Dalurine to draw up
plens,  The architeet, dying in 1377, lived to
see only a staall portion of the desigo executed,
and his suceessors had neither his genius nor
that senise of their inferiority which would have
deterre ] them from tampering with his plavs.
Additions and alterations went on at futervals
till almost the eve of the destyuetion of the
bailding by the Commune ou May 23, 1871,
The incongraities of architecture and the sean-
tiness of any vemiins of Dilorme’s work were
addueed as arguments against any attempt at
restoration, but it is tolerably clear that the
building las buen sacriticed to Republican pre-

judices.




