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1 (WrAe.t for tAc Lnond-uutaIlluarted

"WEE WIFIE'S" CHRISTMAS-BOX.
A CHRISTMAS STORY.

Such a tin fairy of a womuan as it was! Seated ou a low
footstool belore il e iin ccal stoie. gaziug with intent yet
dreamy eyes into its glowing depths, And suc-h a snug
little rooem ! an14 such a qlueer litle dol's-houlse of a place
altogether 1 Evidtntly nt intedticti as the residtince of
people of unlimittdtl means, or cf very large fanily, for it coti-
tisted of but titre i oeouis : p-atior, btdreemi, aud kitchei, all
of the smallest dinm n-ions andu most txquisite- neatnes. To

i-e sure there was the attic, but evcen Tom Thuimb could ot
consider it loft.

Kot a very graudly funis-hed lioue either, I am afraid, but
.uith an air otf ta-te not a-ways discetrUed lu the mausions of
ih walithy, w-hit-l causd the littile woanii's husband to say
udly that hit- te wi skill and ingenuity would have
icn quit- lhrt uiaway a ld thy posssd a ftrtune.
I am sure the crimt-on carpt o!f ta little reom was drug-

.et -but ah h-w wauin ardn c-o.-zyit tc-kit lin the snocwy
-tilight with the gl-w cf the bright coal tire upon it ! I have
i suspicion that that confortalle lounge in the curner would

Lave lookd uity if thaigcd with having been a packfing-
1 c it it- tday; :1.ut wIlhng ittlE ingets, aided by frei astraw

un:d mt rsie ft i ait in'nitalle druigg%, adI tran-formed it, and
=hn tht ui-inlg t-uch was udtd by stronger finrs bor-

derig it wiiih briht brass-headed nais, It w-uIld take
very acut e'. et te discover its origin. So thoaught wee
iñie and hir huband. And the arm-chair one ide the

little tt op tove Lad certaiuny be-ongtd at one tim- to
the large family of iour bai-rrds ; but who would have re-
c g-itd il in its n.at chintz dresis ? alter having ben cut

lito proper shap by ", dear old Fred, (who, by the way, was
the aforesaid husband).

Three cane-seat chairs, a small round table, now laid with
enow cloth for dinniler; a crinson-coveredl orner ,tand, on
which we rt platcd a few richly-tboutd bos, a silver-moutted
ftute, and a snall work laset sompetd the fui niture o? the

ri--if we t-mt-pt a cabine-tizd- painting, hanlging frime-
lt-ts agaLtl the w-ail b the portrait of a leautiful lady of nid-

d t- agt. w-i- hsof t-rown wavy hair, crowt-d wilth costly lace,
: tt having a tich brunette complexin, and tende t-browin
e-yvs. Alout this picture hung au eergreen wrati at.d
lusters t-tf everreetns decorated the roor. Fo-r t hi, was

Christmas Eve, and wee wiie sat in stat-- to receive her Lis-
i.and,-or tr-td t, I should say. Adti he tmight have -uc-

ceded hLadil Lot been for the irrepressible state of delight
int- twhich t-he was ting by every fresh trip to the littl

kit1 uchn, anc peep into the otoven, where, conifortaly u-kewt:re-d
ditwi, and Iclking as if Le were ihuggi:g himelf wih delight

a-t the situatin, a p)ump, .el-studedchicken wat- doing tu a
- arum.

- Dear Old Fred.- he urmured8, as S tilitted atout the
tLIe rearranging the plain white war- and it:rn thtfire-

leht glimmer on the et-w ilver teaspoons wlich w-.re ter
tw un. tandI lookcd strangely out of iace, withtLeir- rt ant

tty ne ai,,nn thueit- c--.min-it'r ast-î:iatt. - b'.r old

F-d : how I r u I -uld ive him a Chwittm ur. !IHtw
tt h- la to. work, po-turt by ee. n Chri,tutmst Eve And

eh how- irr he wi lYb"- Atud r- lauged witL .e-
uLih-d pride at sLet thutt-t of iL, aitih nt at tht.
Lhcken and hr wc-rul itrain. Fr h a tbadi ien ler

mnYt for X te xpr.-s rpose of buying a tn:ky -r thtir
,riuas dinnt. i-d t-h ha atually got thel %W.) f-r a

n-r rmia. And w ilhth- monty letp he shot uld ha'. aum
ei st Such au hutke- e as -h wa.u owg tpoi b rni

- gus at a ibargadin
Littlushe thtght hw t-r swtet ar r ie ad t-uty

i :b p:ir. had toutt-tc th.- otut farmer~-'su it-art mkingu imt-
Pinketf hi-girl at ho ai-out h.r ae di.t all thet nty

h « =t s 0udo V "-. - i e had a 'uiui harvt -t
thugh- anti I wti help hur to u uirry Chritinr Id cive
t-n. ' tr if dtr-, ltut >hE ti- a t-utlittit'tle ldy 't- t'

& tiq pure dY la- "mthat wd not buY thu-

- tt a-i t ac actpualy bruht l-nii, to hr o-or
A gar lt.- ni-t. e-t thm t Lurnt -i-uilt rik-t

- --- tth- - t-lt- iir th m,:-. an uî t he1, -rt.mui-: pract~tt-itng u-r

lut now ihe li lt- - wom ntk,- down Iu kr ottoman
*Léthe f ivthl a ut.rt d wr tht whyt- h:de r -t

e t: t ii r- t-tfolltwingLe r th- t hicha :

iun. artd ite in ur- t an un-ualt gr- w th a
r i ut it:um I co tkit. ati t same tnde-r brow .

w LI: tk tutrctii pittr vttet-r hlir ha ; wavy nwn
dr. thich wil ini ipit ,of htr tattempt at a mt-or. iy batk

t andtut sw-t tt-rt-i ip- which trat her a cil t d-k lo-k,

tack t ard,Cert twtrii tary a Chr inm Eve li, i î

>h,--ee-ing ito the- coals wit dreaUy tyt---a- ta
umani.n on t bank o a broal rvtr, a long avenue of giut
live uaks, hevty beard-ld with Ingths of sHvery-grey m

-tu' fro tht gtt.waty u1p to its 'i duveraria. tbe
-c the group t-f whitewul M ca:ns off to ite right-anrg

Sbe piesand mag atroli Slihe c-an almosihtir the tibout
-ani laugh of negro voit and tIh' merry toues tof the vit-lin.

htes her fthet-r, stat.y.,Lrot houiablu hitheavy_
hte bair throwa carel-siîy Imtk froi his brua bri, is

ry moUtae ginig hia thu air of an cld-time cavaler,
htattirg on th- -uveranda with a p f city friends who are

-ptending Chritîtma. inkte tcuintry. Sie eu' heir d-Iicate
lidy mother (and h- eys lirig-r lovingly on the framelizett

portrait on the wali.) lHow ail iyes follow a;; r ir hc glides
abotut diapeing knd word5 and bountçou hospiity And

r brother Rolf aid h-rei ciidrn- thnrÀ t-hring each
a"th M on te lawn, with a dozn duky Ittle folower jotniug

in te sport. AIt hrrn-mber well thte b-atiful licture
of the stin-et sky,/te broad, glowing riv-r, with its gr-eeu
slanu in the cente, tOwards whiih, prop--t lby the la-zy

stt-ikt of unging negros, a hge flirt boit wias giding, wlith
a patie-rît crowd of elteek catîtle-, whose nigiltly paîstur1 groutnd
was there.

And she glanes -with an involutary shiver through thtr
window at the lad-cooured ky, wlh give promie of a
eznow-storm ere the moriutg. Agan nh: se" her fathers
city hene, ail of luxury that weaith and t-alie tcolid supiply
within its wall It ix Chritta Ever, and all the wa!th ani

fashiou of the city li gathered there to honour her first ap-
pearanet in society. Hlow well she reniemibers ber last look
in the cheval glass that night, fresh fromn the hands of her
maid, while her old uurse Judy stoodt beainug with delight.
Rose-colourd silk, white lace, adi dianonds; the family

dianonds. How like a dream it is now!
Aud her conqtuest, and her gakty in Washington that win 1

ter! !How far away it seems. What an intoxicating timie it
w and how she enijoyed the next, two years in Europe, with

Rolf-who had compileted his education there-as guide. tio
came honte wh theu, and then she began to notice the eloud
no bigger thau a man's band, which euded in sucb a storin!
Father and brother were both deeply interested lu politics
Christmas Eve was strangely quiet that year, for both wero
away ; and, ere another, the stoni had burst in al its fury.

PoUt blockad-di Sumpier taken; luitll Run fought; ier
fat.her, by virtue of bis West Point education, in comiand of
a regiment ; her brother second in command. What a yeur
lit was !peut in prayerful hope for thu cause and tmedear

ues, peut iaIearniug tati-ýuct ud faith in God front the
dear mother.

Ealy nxt year heriather was brought e with anuaru
shot CfI and other wounds( requiirîing long nursing ; but they

heud of ber both War's bravry and prmeotion to cheer thu
on aunother Chritmas Ev. Next year they were aillin the
countuy-their city bcme dspoihd of allits ucarpets and cur-
tains to nake blankets for their brave- soldicr", and the most of
ther silver nelted up lin the good¿can-e. And then, while
ber faiber was faiiing li strnth, word ciame of her brothiera
dtath at the hae d of a wild chage oun a western battliild.
Oh the dumub, hopless agoy of that Chritmas Eve 1

And the mother, whose theart waLs bound up in ber boy,
began to fail. And the ngros wrie ai gone, e:c-ept faithful
od Mamm Judy, wLo vlnd hier r iuur l re tian freedoru

and old Uncle Simou, w ho wba her fathvr's foster brother and
etrvant, Ume to his u-a to the ndi. Aud the weary days

dragged on full o-f di-5-sti r to thé cause, for whi-h a devoted
people had sacrificed so muitedi. lier father wt-as almost hope-
less; her mothr grown uproiphetic in thLnar approai-h of
death, say.ing mournfully, Ilis a lost cauee, Dora, and the
end i not yet."

Then camne new of Sherman,- march to-ard the soa. he
reni r-d the elpl horrr that pose!sed them, Oh! if
Rolf had te p'qi-iard i tL thu ei-.sjpe uight have tten pos-
sille.

a as poible for one o!? -thnt and all ther fears
wver swallowed up in the near (pdroalh . o tha iint rme-
i-anger who was to etar her precio- meLtr t. the peatful
laud.

Aud thtbchild-like fac: grows pale and hard aS the tinliks
of laot night of borrir, when ty w atched Ieide the dpwin
i« nd, i 4he har. the tamp (f iany feet up the long avenue

H1 tather iu heilpe ie t, knelt ieside the pillow. 1d
Mamma. with cover.d h1d.t% was roikingr back and fo-rth wt h
passinate leja<ulatiet- ut a rr-w: and in a ota rn- tr7with the

menlgeht e-n Li hoeutd white head, o-d Simon w a: raying
w i Àh the- itarlt *:a=etn:- t-f t oC -Oh he[rd, g bdpur
lamb in .th f-r de tr. -- har i- -- t. and thn

uamt, a ,-æ~ntî at th- di r, w hi-h roikd thr, i h t ' grut

mnr lay 1ý : %. -v vi. atu -dr-

ohe m t r- u p:tit ?t a y utth', dy.i t tt' t da -
tu-d ; u hi t n c. :-t 0t 7-e hAb t...uaug t

Nud hAl çd t an-d dag the w r. h . w hi tt t up..

tîur' t.l anLid natit- ît a iît~ in Ojì;; teertit! Th la t

dark,SutrnY ýo-fthe ani,. nh wiriSi & detW
ead. syi îp.invonne tai as t Y Lr-t w d !.-

lovd his app.
SLt pdn i..i t. mdanî w- have order" taah kth il

houtt:lfor the. iterioust~ e t:lb-At 'tfrMe ad

ibth dom*

Forc ne secnd aH Lthings whiid ab.t hM; t L wiß
dg<t rate- la et aàid m W-t wth . y y

rutrb!h. fei d..ath d ' ldv e -t t-ntuh t

&X - Ltt-d, pIr. ah, r îtj mttci a th v

'amon thel t g inw-v d i' td LNth i- .i 15 iv -
%r0.t tiHmrt in ro": lhi, itta the bou hi-r trW r

de.rîtîlo!y t-ldd fan. îi îLe ltutrt îlt uak ii tarnit to-

ie aicitet he-drd fo ler. ro adayryh r
watid the it d!? a ut ofther w ho heod. -- nbr!at--

di and ùfa nas Dut nwiakomc O! nu abc. cd 9,
go orth upo tha îtoyageWL . pArt à eissaFer u

her h aAcmphedth.>10% hiHtd %up#hi?, fp to
heave. Oitha face r wnt-it4lo old and bad in a siod te ho

lhtr hi>daghr arce %% ldn w adw crying withil puse
V iar- hr'A i d w ho a u andiase0' a% b irwasbrao
tanit fe te qued yarhe bied.

Evulu e i hr errble yl iowwdbver,0alt a or of nît
ga jiowt Safeth safeihe thou h i-theyint ituktehim

tom. Like a dr am selem b e tha litflow

gr under Mhe magn ho ho me ronth a ( an tiwi ei y a
the lawls tildi rt : inro ukeUi v ermíiuo cru cf

nth d," lfurtutrî brokhnî frti rwot oernfat rp-
trait therust throughi by soeinuot hand miihur raotha 'ý

dprid of itai frai uw l-tl,and tf dugupb i invariouî dit
tions lin the scareb for hiddftren r Anthee l,, taking a l
last Irak, he went fouh ito the oae ordwithiv
ld Matimuna to tcar fttr her.

By the aid of aFederal Off erwuhmha ban her fatheri
o efrinsd, shews nraled ater trik, toreh

Caniwaaand iri lher City o0 Iifugfi foundaquitacsWho
hadl th:d from the, South long Ifore. By their 4wstnele

obtaind a sitation au nuretry gvresaudn mi(e teacher
nr a w re!athy famle ty ; wile ltamm ui dy, quit contentIci uto

netar hlernutralirig, (aupported herelf byi akingn wasing.skO
ai hr litmbtl.ue-r>- ai-t!gmciAnow wee jouer " tfaceloo anti

its hard expruioni and the eyve growxoft and ldrtyamty as abe
tintks of the qtiytyear, sko grateful after he troubles, He

duties 4we;re Hght, her pupils loved lher iiandcsheloyed miie
ait fiowes do the sunshiine -. And thený-thrn ah m dcar
old Fre:d And he, juht homet fromn a Germari Undvers, ty t

Citastime l ast year Introduced thciGermaat natWm of
theChi arefor hía little eintera affnuioment., Ith
niowy hair and b Ieard, nrid fainfastik garb, dsenn giftg

and bon b<m to the aat;>flbied gueste, rtfre tin he
iett little govrne tirrundef.-d by shriekinig, laugin ig

children.
Poor Fred! he wa inearly thiroutgthin a aw studibt nti

Independent of him father. b ly did hý alantthe sad..leyed l
gi rl Iin nrserîýry and slool-room )? why join hlir lat pianlo and i

organ, with that spletndid voice, tillA h heard it lu lier very
dreais ? lhy ?because it was fate h told her onu night in
the dim twIlight of the musilc room and wle lie was pletad
ing passionately that she would be ils paromnis-d wife1I Evienl

while he w-as klasiug the little hand which stroo to fret-
theumselvte's, a atutely tstp was heard, and a wrathful fortu
steoi before thien, How the littl wift's face glowed as tlet

remembered the witliering, blighting wtrds that woinai-
and toother-howered upon ait ot phanl hed.

A lady by virtue of wealth aloneît, shie scorined poverty as
erimo ; and' lier son was to elevate, not ower tUe fraully "

A fewu hours aller, as he was ,Sobtbing olut h.r grief on h-t
faithfui nura bosom, the m e tue s"tep which se knew p
well ut the humble 're And a glaid vtice taid-' i have.-t
ther ail, little Dora' henceforth there is nu on- in the worl1
for tue but uy' w vjwti.e

What tcould she do? le had quarrelli past recolcilialtion
w-ith bis fauily---and ber own heart 1 lcaded for him, shu w-as io

louely1I S the end of muchit entreaty w-as that aie btecameî
his wife and uitress of this tiny mnso, and Fred, throg
a friend's infuence, got a sItuation in a whol.-lIe hentlse with
a chance of promotion. And, oh I how happy abe had! b,' en
these hort six inuoths I the glad tears cane to h r eyea t
thought cf such perfect peace, afler so muth orrow.

But a traupintg o? snowy feet at the kitheun door, atie tr
staIt and exlaiu how illute" it w-t as na iti tnig itlick fac
thrust itself into the romt, followed by a waruly mlum1:t1-'î
figure, le-aring umitakeable witnesif the now-storh tt.

ide, and a che-ry voice ixlaimind, tYalh 1ah li.H! h< h!
I 'ciare to goontises tbheichilet a settinl htre in the di ii.!
thiuking td' ber hiudt-bati, l bt h.-bou, an lettin de in gt tk-

ount ! ii ky ole - uaitmuas live to sec t-ti yut- hotey !"
" Why, Judy ! where lavie yn bteten? thtught yo)lu a

going to st-pn tithe da with tm- as weh aii t-maîotr-..w - .
claitd he. oiu w-ere got when I cane froi maarketi-

i Law-s, y Chilit", idt tilt!e wman--hidig a tr

beaming i ac ín the oven, ou prttence f s-ing hottw t,
chicken w-as " doing; t aiDe uarkets trcom'd hone,a I it

house tidy and de chitken ready, au dini a trangeg-ukaai
as wanted a it &thingsdone 'fore Chritnias uDay-lie NYtffvn
mie sich l!g w-acg I twas 'bt-leeged to go. n iBut l's w
paid, I ow dat I done got a nice tChrii-trutr-ox for you a:j

Massa Fred, atuu ilety leif, heh heli!"
c But, Judy, how often have i tothl youl never to apend rîtyor

eariîngs oni -uT"
"lew, uchule ! who rue i got to cIe fer. hay but t it'sm
m de! ok aa tId's lat- to-night"

Jnst then the litle hntibse trmiAi, as if about to take wtling
tr ai upward dight. And the organ atind chlo-ir of4 the c-Id
c hurch burt-t frthi gl ad unisou-pratiing that joy!ul

SWhiie Ang. w atched-tir -llo--s by nîiht

Andthte lit t--lwit--e auting in tht uindow wth a h.art fuli
tf tutakab- grattit- f.r hi-r t-v-nt hapitt ratw that

the tru dîi, had tvanlht,4t atdî the-tilt oon wK tut Iiuiig on
tle wte--ro-bdi4 th , tld f- it fiva! And! i r ,

red wmuremiWnlymmsng Aià<th oadi iano tntdoe
th. w'ut, a tta! i..tuu tily qt wrape ntu: with. it Stn

frtitn be wa, brindog til dla'!r with hi: litw ftrtunt

at-tri tht t:hi. n mu ArW wîih a but -whh -Oh!j I ulrd

giFed a hri. ntai t tt rî-d m !- widw te

ev Judy tph a hya n:- hu ki tu th et- to : d

=d ding ï ppen, b w M in hehM üa n

kl ed- t-t -tt!-t y tti:tt-d tt'. r to i ure tta tny w-l-tt
wI 1-n t a But

wh t'- itj v qu- tu-t, hå i-; t-we î:kthe a i
Unnika Ma maný'ýisafd d- ii !

wh h hait i.p- ay r îtr y .I -. st -

und &en!u th- t'-d-er -t Ltwt Wa h ut te ta a a Wi-

-Ith Lit-e tut r ik -I- Lmt i bt t'- tnhi
HE r érît-- ta '"th-n a oueht i-r L -bk to j.-40
t-'ttnt Z' i - -'il itt ht ' tu td and ht An

itn d d u at - -tr brht a. r e "t-i-
'tJr a r -

%cd uon h ci04tfu bád ori Juy a
au n ssq athutsaMW MaQ !dung te nst abwrm

u . a tu at t mm l
t ,ne nk :e ld -I d

uit i-v c to po4 whitfl t. - tt- r-a \
tha a

h ronlaUdpu chume huru imeM '- hes a au

m ittt tt rveth e t In it utn r tt - t. i
fr al tt ît 'L t--t) th t r lht , T . i- ht î t

tun fuihl othSr jeywad to y wmon"Lg a
Ans al thugh wd.-t ct n- sil ut' it etappop» bsrt
th,'y utittii- udi-.''dn pa i tttt. t it-- t ik : a , hi-e t îti t

cd r aenmd the aethehje CL :Ca ais
pate for guvy

It w4v a hr ý stemo i derr. v0-t t,
Aîrlingf-trd lt-tIi thtn ii iiis. ! de at ioh i--.wouîetld tand

tai- on ;rlunr .uît lii' bt&- - -. » n t liti
t ( - et aFp-q i ! t- 'pta ,i t - t t 1- £4- tt -,î u' tItrt itnt ÝJt<Iuîralt j'.itt. - n il!ihtt t, e hout of. piAt!î.

ori i - d ttïto th; \r. A <b t

bmeMAY whM n aoh I raggled t h p enle-, w iwd
mny parn dad y mt o&k m rn
with tt Clu' ti tbarwhelbu !- t iln it-I t p- rat- , k-

ied id urShe oe r v s ott; g i:*ýitottrt dici- t,, >iuritaun, Bit hitu. ith u'tt ttttnt t- t-

menu a wulíby Nun4uman aluhomle dauhtr
frotdhe rurd!et u-s hunhe o a -nyi C btitatut id e-
by windX u htlovma"d h4 c ime ngzawtMiSq LrAigned

war fie rpt-ta:e-- and strttomit t'the it- l r- tI the'- tnre of
ier father(it ly ylg .f ut wou;t n-t-t iîvn . thitr, i

tO forget thte bLi t r *put lier fath'r dit t itvii g i t t iln-
tnrinset foi-tttrn ariîfîl wtary od that t t.!r-ti and omnoi-u

tion and ilongilng to idittr ny loAt. -in wbilthtill
my wif t-rtly joiid-wIu prt -ard. t e Nort h -Mt

on that fatîera-t-yint-z 't -- ' strot wt ait-t with
the l-,w-ly vntnitan lied it' mly tr te rwa uilt lit f
ai whlile!, wth a lokik inids fan whIinricm4 Fred e phi.-
wife' htandt clu tlh a tt dr-ad hi hlad tever ttlt
fore I -n ho r-t n int a If>tw tt-ii wai very.M i ftr

taI, blie-o;tt deauth wa- no t. edy for ra-tire was work
or au tio tit. m And w lh-ntrong etingh I ailedi fIr- ro'p',

ani thile took tennlicr fo'r Candiau iid on Ioeard fi-liith ll la
our oI frnd Ditck lifir, wh hailti n yoî thtitis icity,

knew the facts of your narriage, and gavt uyour husband
aiddres. 'l'1te- nt is sotain toit. I noi ed It giv yoi i


