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Never wrote to each other. T heard sometimes
trom strangers, that she was somewhat faded, but
"t she was surrounded by a coterie of young
:ne" particularly poets and artists, to whom her
Pen table was very agreeable.  Then I leamed
W her husbamd was dead, and the pocts who
“Mod her court were middle-aged enthusiasts
I_nd Mmystics, protestant eatholics, and that Augus-
%8 herself was much given to romancing, and
Alme of her poctical effusions had graced the last
Manac of the Muses,
o t the same time in which I reecived a new
er from the Minister to visit the court, I also
Iy & letler from Augustina, consulting me on a
Suit in which she had become involved with
"l’te .Of the relatives of her late husband, aud re-
Yesting my advice and presence in the affair.
Vas glad that my approaching visit to the city
(él:;’tmc an opportunity to comply with her re-
T waq forty, Augustina the same. She could
be nbe so dangerous to me as she was ten years
"e. This time I went the second day after
toy arrival in the city, without any heart-beating,
;e house. I hadsent before to know what
‘o]de she would reccive me, because I had been
Poup ;he was seldom alone, being generally sur-
o 'ed Ly fashionable poets, listening to or read-
. Tomantic jingle, talking religious mysticism,
at the card table with ancient ladies and gen-
tw:"“,~for play had become her passion, Her
€ friends, male and female, whom I had
about her ten years before, had fallen off
h&:n er, for they were no longer sufficient for
Veo. She was known throughout the city for her
g uus tongue, was at enmity with every-body
Mﬂda,‘f one wished to know the city ncws,
Thiy ’I“G von Winter was the person to visit.
of h&(! heard from two of the former fricnds
meet“ﬁ“stma, whom ten years before I used to
v her house, Hum—thought I,—but these
hay, g:"nds are also ten years older, and perhaps
emsclves some disposition to slander, or
It z callit in the city, scandal.
Ay 8 & summer evening, and as I-entered
‘,ug“’_““a's house, the servant told me her lady
¥ith company in the garden. I went;—ah!
known garden of my childhood ! For
"ithh; of affording  the subject for a littlo joke
hxd, tqum' I wore her gold ring, which she
fop gy By years before, given me in exchange
i &epﬂw.ter one. Now the garden and the
%mm templo before me, I could not
P atirely unmoved. '
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“No, she has company, only a few person..”

Tentered the temple.  There sat, at two tubles,
two partics, eniaged <o deeply in playing cands,
that they hardly saw me. I recognized Aucys.
tina.—Oh, all-powerful Time! how changed !
No, there was no danger now, 1 reflected with
delight on my Adela.

Augustina was o engrossed in play, that sha
only saluted me, and begeed me to excuse her 3
moment until che could finish the game. When
this was over, she arose, overpowered me with
civil speeches and questions, ordered refreshmenta
for me, and offered me eards. T declined this, as
I did not understand the game.

“In heaven's name,” said she, “then how o
you kill time, if you do not play cards? jt
scems unaccountable in o man of your spirit.”

She resumed her play; the game was faro,
The banker had great luck ; all the money of the
players =oon lay before him. Every passion here
shone out in the burning cheeks, the picreing
eyes, the compressed lips. The banker wag r...
diant with pleasure.

“1 have stripped you all quickly,” said he,
“ We were speaking just now, of my very costly
diamond,” and be displayed a ring on his finzer
“Iwill stake it in a lottery against all the rings
in the company.”

Eagerly and wi(h longing eyes they all viewed
the diamond. They accepted the proposal.
Madame von Winter said :

“Rings tronble me at cards; I have none on”
But she looked at me ; “apropos, my friend you
are very kind, and will lend yours for the mo-
ment.”

Surprised at the request, T drew off Auznsti-
na's ring and reached it to her. “You see, my
lady, it is yours ; you may remcmber it.”

She looked haatily at it, and saying, “ So much
the better,” threw it into the pool with the rest,
and fixed her eyes upon the diamond. But the
rings were all lost. The banker won. Even the
holy ring of our first love was gone, and on the
very spot whero in tears I had received it. Oh, all-
powerful Time, how dost thou overtum every-
thing 1

We went to supper, The guests were in good
humour; Augustina forced Lerzelf to appear gay
which gave to her features a disagrecable con-
tortion. The wine was applied to, to raise the
tono of conversation ; it became more gay, but not
more wisc. ‘The news of the city was discussed;
their acquaintances and the sccret histories of
them pasied in roview. The conversation did
not lack wit so much as charity, and to my
great grief Augusting was the most full in wicked
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