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EDITORIAL.

clars utito us the parable of the taves of tho feld.
~Mate, xiil.

This parable of the Saviour is the sccond on re-
vord. Tho firat is the parable of the sower, in
which was but onopeod and one sowor. In thisaro
two xeeds and two sowers. In that tho seed is the
word of (Jod; in this both secds ure men and wo-
men. Jesus kindly oxplains both parables to His
disciples, and leaves tho explanation opet for our
bonofit.

In this parablo he likena the kingdom of heaven
to two seods. The good is sown by the Sun of
Man; tho bad or tares by the dovil. Both are tu
grow togethor until the harvest, or the ond of this
world, and are then to bo gathered and separated by
the angols.

Notwithstanding Jesus' explanation, mavy and
oonflicting views are held of tho meaning of this
parable. Perhaps thoso most entitled to our con-
sidoration are the two respecting the meaning of
the kingdom of hesven— ono holding it to ropresent
the world, the other the church of Christ. These
two we will considor fairly; and at the start of our
investigation cite overy passsge in the parable
where tho word ** kingdom * vccurs and place aftor
it in brackets sevarally the words ** the world " and
¢¢ the ohurch," because the true meaning of a word
used instoad of it will give the correct meaning of
tho passage.

Vorse 24: Another parable put He forth to them
aaying, The kiogdowm of heaven [the ohurch] or [the
world] is likenad to a wmau who sowed good seed in
his field,

Vorse 38: The fiold is the world, the good seed
ars the children of the kingdom [the church] or [the
world}.

Vorss 41: The Son of Man shall send forth His
sogels, aud they shall gather out of His kingdom
[the world] or [tha church] all things that offend,
ete., eto.

Verse 43: Then shall the righteous shine forth
in the kingdom [the world] or [the church] of their
Father.

We 860 in all these places that the ** world " is
not a proper substitute for the *‘ kingdon:,” and
that ‘¢ the church” is, and hence we take the
church %o be itsa meaning, sud conclude that the
Church of Christ will have in it both good sned
snd tares uatil the harvest. This is taught iu this
parable, and it is alsc taught elaborately in other
purables whioh will come under our notice.

While we feet fully conficmed in this view of the
parable, we smee what appears to others strong
objections to it, whioh it is but just to consider,
&s we think they can be fairly removed by the
force of truth.

Objection I, Jesus tells us the field is the world,
which settles that part. Now if the seod is sown
in the field, or the world, and grows there until the
harvest, and it grows also in the kingdom till har-
vest, will not that prove the kingdom and the
world to be thie aame? I¥ot necessarily, A man
cronsing from Europs to America comas on the
Atlantic. He also comes on a steamship, but this
doos not make the Atlantic and the steauwship the
same, nor will tho growing in the kingdom and in

the world make the kingdom and the world the
samo. The kingdow issomething in the world and
not the world itself, just as the steawer Is some-
thing on the Atlantic and nat ths Atlantic itsslf,

The zo0d sevu dre the children of the kingdom,
the true subjocts of the king, placed there by His
appoidt:nont and infinence, The tares are the
childrou of the wicked one, placed thers by the
artificd’of Satan.

Ubjection I1. It isoontended that if the good end
‘bad seod wers to grow up in the church tili the . nd of
the world that thore would be an end t» all ohurch
discipline—that the church is not allowed to with.
draw from any disvrderly brothor, or to put away
from amouy them any wicked porson,

This requires careful consideration. The church
aro the poop'o whom Josus redooms with His own
blood and calls out from the world to keop Hia
laws and uphold His govornment on ecarth. They
uro now croatures born from above—born of Gud.
All such are childron of the kingdom. But amony
those the enemny has succooded in sowing tho child-
ren of the doval. Those are not born auain, their
hearts are unchangod. Insome cases their conduct
makes it appacent to all that they aro unregenurate.
In other cases they manago to get alony as if they
wora ¢hildren of the kingdom, and have a strong
mmfluence with at loast a part of the real children,
Some of the good soed, again, are so weak and
imperfect as to strongly resemblo tares  Ben,
thon, aro not tho proper judges to decide in all’
cases who are the good seed and who the tares, and
that must be left to the judgment of Christ.

It is generally ubserved that it is by no means
thé putest membors who are the readiest to have
‘others out off from the church, so that if those who
volunleored their services had their own way thoy
would ofton present tho pitiable apectacle of the

.tares rooting out the wheat rather than the wheat

the tares,

It may be asked, What, then, of church discipline?
We answer, It is an appointment of Christ and
most essential to the prosperity of the church.
Jesus has directed the church how to deal with an
erring brothor. The rule is to restore and save
such a ono; the exception is to withdraw from hiw.
Ho tolle the ateps tho church are to take with him.
If these prove succossful there is joy over the one
that went astray; but if he still peraists in wrong-
doing the church is to withdvaw from him. Josud
is so well pleased when His law is carricd out
that ho ratides and binds in heaven what thoy do
on earth., Matt, xviii, 15 18.

Let it be born in mind that church disciplitie has
to deal with the aclions of men and not with their
hearts or motives, *‘IFor man looketh on the out-
ward appearanco, but the Lord luoketh on the
heart.” (1 Sam. xvi 7). Wae are to examine: our
hearts, but not to examino the hearts or motives cf
othérs, If our hearw. condemn us we may expeot

to be condemned by Him who is greater thaun our’

Learts and kuows all things, Others are not to
axamine our heartsor motives. Whon, however,
thesé motives go out from us intov actions, these
actions are seen by others and affect others, and
are the legitimate subjects for others to judge.

The wholesome loving discipline of the church is
23 different from the coveted labors of thuse servants
who desired to root outthe tares, as day is from
night. The cliurch moves in obadience to Chriat;

those were ready to rush into a wozk for which théz'

were unfitted. The churoh deriros to Bave men;
they to destroy them. The church judges the
aclions of men; they judged their hearts,

As mon canoot judge the hearts, both ‘tho tares
and wheat must grow togethet until angel hands
shall separats them at the ond of the'world.

At the 47th verse, Josus likens the kingdom of
heaven to a net cast into the sea, which gathered
in of every kind. Whon it was full it was-drawn
to shore, the good gothored Into vossels and the
bad thrown away. So shall it be at the end of'tlio
world, the angels shall como and sever the wicked
from among-the just, end shall cast thomr inte the
furnace of fire, there shall be wailing and gnashing
of teoth. This agroes exactly with the parable of
the tares.

In tho 22nd- of Matthow, Josus- compares tho
kingdom of heaven to a king who made & matrisge’
for hisson, After describing the différedt invits.

tiuns which the Jews had recoived and rejeoted,
and the fate of these murdercrs, ho aald to ms
servants at tho Sth verse, ** The wedding is roa iy,
but they which wero bidden wers not worthy, Qo,
ye therefore, into the highways, and a& many as yo
shall find bid to the marriage. 8o thoso scrvants
wont ont into the highways and gathored togother
all s5 many as thay found, both bad and good, snd
the wedding was furnished with guests. And vwhen
the king camo in to seo tho guesis, he saw there &
man which had not on o wedding gatment. When
asked by tho king why ho came in there without »
wedding garmont ho was specchless, and theservants
bound him band and foot and ~dst him into utter
dnrkness, whore was weeping and gnashing of teoth.
This deacription of the kingdom is Ju purfett dcoozd
with tho parablo of the taris of the fiéld.

Jesus told Nicodermus in'the third of Juhs, howr
a wan must entur His kingdom, and cunficmed the
samo when ho sent out his apostles to gath’f into
bis kingdum all who lovo and obey him, as recordad
in Matt, xxviii. 19, 20, and Mark xvi. 16, I6.
‘After He gave them the groat commissiort, He
abcondoed and sat down at the right hand ¢f GQod,
accerding to the prediction of David, ¢ The Lord
eaid unto my Lord, set thou at my right hand until
‘[ mske thine encmies thy footstool. (Ps x. 1.
Ho must reign i overy ouemy bo.put under iis
fest. And after Ho shall havo sent forth His
angels to gathor out of His kingdom all things that
offend and them that dviniquity, and shall present
unto Himself a gloriots church not having epet or
‘wrinklo or any such thing (Ep. v. 27), { seems
the proper time tu deliver up the kingdom r that
glorions church to God, even the Father. (L. Cor.

righteous shine forth aa the sun in the kingdum of
their Fathor.”

Orviginal Guntribntions,

THE ONE TALENT SERVANT.

Wo will ot now attempt to decide whkat the -

talent was the.servant had commiited to him; this
wo will-leave to wiser heads to ssttle. We may
safoly say, however, the talent was not given fer
safe keeping, but for use  and improvetment, e
léarn from this that our life is ono of actual ser-
vico. We are tho stewards of Qod's mauifold
frace.

The servant was very: careful not. to misspond or
nisimprove, -or even embezzle the talent, Ho took
‘special care of it and evon *“hid'it" for.ssfs kesp-
iug that- he might return it to his Master unsoiled
and upiojured. He was unwite enough to suppose
he could return the talent without receiving the
-.nerited condemnation of his Lord; that becausa he.
could say, 1 have kept the talent untarnished,—-
‘““heto thou haat that is thine,’—the Lord would:
comwend him.

Here'is just where too many, unfortunataly; are:
repeating thd same mistaké—not'to say in, Theyl
olaim to have tho trith-*‘the faith "—and ‘none

1 feol disposed to doubt it., But what of it ? What:

-puasiblo good can the possossion of ‘“the faith* be
to us uhloas we use and' improve it? About as
much'good as'the servant’s ono talent. The‘Master
nevor rased tho doubt that the talent wag ndt tho
same thal he delivered to the servant, or that it
‘was not kept pure add tntarnished ; but what have
'you done thh"t, ‘how have you imptroved'it ¢

The questlon to-day is not whether wo.have * the
truth, tho whblo ttuth, and nothing but the'truth,”
but what- “are we' doing with it? How are wo im-
‘proving-it ¥ Is it making ub botter? In is makihg
others botter 7 Are’we with' this @ most precious
faith "' bunldmg up the churoh of God? Afe wet
‘ubing it for the salvétion stid promotion-of* Huthali
‘hoarts T Ate wo seiding it Abrodd’ iHtd 'oth6e-

shomus abd'intts‘other latds, ¢s areswe' Hidingit ihe .

\

xv. 24). So Ho here declares, ‘‘ Then shall the |
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