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Suggestions for a Revised Phar-
macopæla.

Ai ttireNs ,kelivered before the l'iîrmaîce.
tivea Society by Pruf. CiI.tcris.

]i introducing thiese to you, I deemi it
advisable to brinig before you a slight
sketch of the histaory and objects of a
lharmacopia. A Piîarmacopeiit literal.
]y imeans Lite art of Lite drug-coiponder,
but in its tmodert technical interpretiation
it denotes a book for the identification
of simple and the preparation of coin-
pound iiedical agents whtich is publishied
by the authority of at Goveriimenit or of
a inedical or pharnaceutical society. The
naine lias also been applied to simîilar
compendiums issued by private indivi-
(uaIs; the moust conspicuous examtiple of
this in our counitry i, Martinidale's "Ex-
tra Pharmacopeia."

The terni "PiarmnacopoSia" first ap.
pears as a distinct title in a work publisi-
ed at, Baste in 1561, by Dr. A. Foes . but
it does not appear to have cone iito
.enieral use till thge beginning of the
seventtetit century, for until 1617 such
drugs and iedicines as were in comamion
usc were sold in England by the apothe-
caries and grocers. T that year the
apothecaries obtained a separate licence,
and it was enacted that no grocer should
keep an apothecary's shop. The prepara-
tion of physicians' prescriptions was thus
confined to the apothecaries, upon whomn
pressure was brouglt to bear in order to
maake thei dispense accurately by the
issue of a Pharuacopia in May, 1618,
by the College of Piysicians. Further,
the wardens of the apothecaries received,
in common with the censors of the Col-
lege of Physicians, the Fower of examin-
ing the shops of apothecaries within seven
miles of fondon, and destroying ail
cotpounds whiclh they found unifaithfully
prepared. Titis was the first authorized
Lonîdon PiarimacopSia, and the medica-
mtents in it were selected chiefly from the
works of Megne and Nicolaus de Salerto,
with a few additions front those of otier
authors theit in repute. Titis edition
contained so many errors that the whole
of it was cancelled, and a frest ee was
published int the following Iecetber.
Further editions of this Piarmancopoeia
wer issused in 1632, 1639, and 1677,
antd thtese additions contained some mîost
acterogeneous compounds. The fourthi

:&idition of a book publisied in 1691, by
WILLIAM 13ALMON, PROFEssOIL OF PHVSICK,

at the Blue Balcony, by the Ditchside,
nigi iolborne Bridge, is a ;omienitary
uîpoi the Phtarmnacopeia then existing,
wita remaîrks upon somie preparation
found useful by him, or, as hae expresses
it, "Some choice inedicines added by the
Author." It is divided inito six parts :

1. Natures and properties of aIl sorts
of roots, barks, woods, lerbs, flowere,
fruit., seeds, gums and juices.

2. The qualities and virtues of ail sorts
of living creatures, taken frot matn,
beasta, fowls, fis, serpente, insects, and
their evemrl parte,

3 Teit preparations, powers, and oper-
ations of ali sorts of minerais and muetals,
seiu.mietals, salts, sulphur, stones, earths,
and waters.

li the fourthi and fifth parts are con-
tainied the chief comnpound oflicinal
nedicaients both external and internal.

lin tie sixtih and last part the author
says:--" We have added the Praxis
Chymica or Modus Meidicamiettorumn Pre.
parandi ; wherein, in a few words, we
have delivered the sumi and substance of
great volums, and, as in a glass, repre-
sented to your view the reduction of
Hercules his labors."

It is somlletitîes useful to compare a
imiodert witi a past age, and I shall claimi
your inidulgeice for a few minutes li
indicating very briefly what our fore.
fathers trusted to in the treatnent of
disease. Oit looking over its pages one
is struck with the paucity of discases and
the formidable array of remsedies. Thus
the diseases ail told aimount to fifty.firc,
anld the remedies for these are not fewer
thai 4,362. The inigredients entering
tito somte of the forinuihe are disgusting,
for they contaii tieexcremuenîts of human
beings, dogs, assise, geese; also calcuti,
humait skull anld imoss growing on it,
earthworis. Now let mi give you ex-
ampless of these old officinal drugs.

F«ce-Stercus-Dung is an emollient
atodyne and naturant. Beinîg applied it
opens plague-sores, and dried, powdered,
anld mixed with honey, it cures inflamied
wounds and quinsies. The ashtes take
away the pain caused ly witchcraft.

Spile..--Fseiy spitlle rubbed on
oftentimnes cures pinples, also the sting-
ing of serpents and the biting of miad
dogs.

Calcàdus.-Stonc takein fromt the kid-
neys or bladder. When powdered it
dissolves and dispels the stone and gravel
frot ail parts and opengs obstructions.

Craniîîn.-Tie skull. "It is a speci-
fhck in the cure of most diseases of the
head, baut chiefly the falling sickness; you
may give it either levigated oit a inarble
or calcinied, or some of the following pre.
parationîs thercof ; the triaigular boîte pn
the temples is the mnost specifical against
te epilepsie." The preparatiois are a
iîagisteriumli, an extract fromi Paracelsus,
a tincture, a water, anld a sait.

Lw nbiricus.-The cartiworm. Front
carthwornms were prepared an aqua,
powder, liquor, and oil. " The aqu dis-
tilled is excellent agaitst the drospsie;
the powder glues together broken boîtes
anid draws things out of the flesh ; the oil
helps pains of the nerves and joynts; and
the oi uixt witi raddisih water, when
given, invariably provokes urine and
sweat."

Ainost every known insect was sup-
posed to have special properties, the only
exception being Palex---the flea. " They
have no pibysical virtues known, but they
are certainly troublesome guests; they
are geniernted by dust, as also by putrified
sweat, The only remîedy to destroy them
is the pulp er desio of oooleginie,"

il T tiPlliAR l'AîMACOe',IAH.
For lifty years the Phariacopeia con-

tain these and sinilar astoundiig formule
was the oflicial standard of Englisit
practise--a fact we can iardly now
realise-and it was not until 1721 that
au edition published under the auspices
of Sir lians Sloane showed mnarked allter-
ations. Then many ridiculous remedies
previously in use were onitted, althougha
a good number were still retained, aucht
as earthwormis and the human skull.

A great improveient waa effected in
the edition publisled in 1788. Greater
deletions were made, the extrenely com-
pound iedicines which had foried the
principal remuedies of physicians for two
thousand years were discarded, while a
few powerful drugs which had beei con-
sidered to be too dangerous to be includ-
ed iii the Pharmacopoeia of 1765 were
restored to their former position.

The tact edition of the London Phar-
imîacopia was publisabed il 1851. But it
was not the only Piarmacopia in Great
Britain, for the first Ediiburgit Pharma-
copæiaîî was published in 1699, And Lite
last in 1811 ; while the first Dublit oe
was published in% 1807, and the Iast in
1850.

The preparations contained in tihese
three Plharmnacopuias we-e inot uniformi
int strength-a source of Inuchs inconveni-
ence and danger to the public wihen pow-
erful preparations were ordeued in cne
country and dispensed accordinig to the
national Pharmacopo!ta in another.
I[eit:e a provision was inserted into the
Medical Act of 1858 by which it was or-
dained that a General Medical Council
should cause te be published under their
direction a list of vmedicines and coim.
poutids and such other watters and things
relatintg thereto as the General Council
siould see lit, and the list wèa to be
called

THC BIRITIsU PltAt&NACOPeIA.

The last edition of thiis Pharacopeia
appeared in 1885, and its Supplement in
1890. It is low an open secret that an-
other edition will be issued within the
next two years. With reference to te
suggestionw, a list of whicht is in your
hands, I itay say that threc years ago a
pltaruacopeial commrnitte was appointed
by the Titerapeutic Comnittee of the
Brtisli Medical Association. This cow-
imtittee consisted of Professor Leech, Man-
chester ; Professor Whitla, Belfast ; and
myself. We have never met te discuss
our views, but Professor Leech submitted
to me two years ago i. list of deletions
which I endorsed and supplemented, and
it is with reference to these and other
suggestions of my own tiat your opinion
is asked.

DF.RTIONS SUGOET&D POR nEW ItRITISHI
PHARXACOPoIA.

F. P. signifies French Pharmacopia ;
G. P., German Pharmacopeia ; U. 8. P.,
United States Pharmacopia.
Ammonii nitras, ammonii phosphs--In

V, *,P, NeOver perbtd,
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