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FOR GOD AND HOME AND COUNTRY.

HURRAHR!

We are very much pleased to learn that the Government is
strong in determination to allow no liquor to go for volunteers in
the North\\ est, and the announcement made in the House of Com-
mons the other day in regard to this matter lifted 2 lond of anxiety
from the hearts of many anxious friends. We have received fre-
quent enquiriesand other communications inreference to this matter,
as a fair sample of whith may be quoted the following extract from
a letter Jately received from a lady friend in Quebec:—

4\ are fecling very anxious about our boys that aro being sent tothe front,
on accvunt of the tcmphuons they will bo exposed to from liquor being fur-
nished them. I can say from the heart, if X had a boy to send, 1should not fear
the Indian half as much as this evil. We gpeak what wo know, as we had some
expericunce in our widst last summer. A regiment was camped near here, and
boys who had never tasted before wero mtoxicated.  Gud forbid that thiashould
happcn to our brave boys who arc from home, perhaps for the first tlmc. Let

us as tanpernce people bring all our fuflucnco to bear to prevent it."”

DRUGGISTS’ LICENSES.

We called attention last week to the decidedly nmpropu' con-
duct of some Boards of Dawrinion License Commissioners in issuing
licenses for the retail sale of liguor under the Scott Act to persuns
wha were previously engaged in the business of keeping taverns
and saloons. It is true that the law does nob prohibit the issuc of
licenses to such partics, but it is evident that the intention of the
framers of the Act was to penuit the sale of liquor by persons
other than druggists only in places where druggists are not avail-
able. At any rate, sich interpretation of the pumort of the law, is
reasonable, and could readily be justificd by unanswerable argument.
The clause making provision for tie issuing of these liccnscs reads
as follows:—

99. Provided, also, that the aale of intoxicating liquot for exclusively medi-
cial purposcs of for Jona fide use in suino art, trado or manufacture, skall bo
tawful only by such drugcists and other vendors as may be thercto specially
licensed by the Licutenant-Governor in cach Province, the number not to cx.
ceed one m cach townslup or pansh, ner twe in cach town ; and in ctics not
exceeding ono for cvery four thousand inhabitants.

Now, as temp(,mm.e worl\ers simply, we do nov ncul to discuss

" the question of any dispute betv.cen the Dominion and Provincial

Governments in regard to the issuc of licenses, we are only anxious
to have the law administered by whatever authorivy will enforcee it
most eflectually, and with the least danger of subscquent oljection,
appeai and tedivus and expensive litigation. We are alsu anxious
to sec the Scott Act—for the cnactment of which we worked so
hard, and for the adoption of which we are working so hard,—
carried out in its entirety. And when the spirit and extent of the
law are outraged by the men who have undertaken to carry it out,
we are driven to enquire whether or not they really have a legal
right to excrcise this authority that is now being used to the detri-
ment of our cause.

We believe we have good grounds for claiming, in the light of
the recent decision of the Supreme Court of the Dominion, that the
Dominion Governminent has not the power to issue these licenses,
and that any liquor sold under such licenses so issued will be in
violation of the law, and the sellers open to prosecution and pun-
ishment. To make this plain we simply repeat the argument laid
down in Tne CaNava CITIZEN last week.

We have already quoted the clans of the Scott Act providing
tor the issue of these licenses by th  iacutenant-Govermor. The
clause of the Act subsequently passed by the Dominion Parlisment,
taking away this power from the Licutenant-Governor, reads as
follows :—

24. [Amending Act.] Tho licenses to be issued under the provisions of
section 99, of ** The Canada Temperance Act, 1878, shail be 1ssued by tho
Buard of Duminivi Liceuss Cumnussiviicts, suuject to the suntations provaded
in the said Act, and svanuch of the sad Scctivn as authurizes the Licutenant-
Governor to gnnl ot issuc such hiceuses s hereby repealed.

It is claimed by the Dominiun authuritics that this clause of
the McCarthy Act was not set aside or declared wltra vires by the
decision of the Supreme Court, the text of which is as follows:—

“The quuor Liccasc Act, 1883," aud ““An Act to amend the Liquor
License Act, 1883," are, and cach of thcm is ultru rires of the legislative author-
ity of the Parliament of Canada cxcepting in so far as tho said Acts respecs
tively purport to lqi:shlo respecting thuse liceuses sentivtied e Sectinh 7 od
the said *‘Liquor License Act, 1883,” which are there denvminated vessel
licenses and wholesale liccases, exeept also n sofar as the sad Acts respectively
relate to the curying inte cifect the provisivns of  Tho Cavada Tauperauco
Act, 1878.”

The points to which we wish to call special atiention are these:
1. The Supreme Court assigned to Provincia! authority the issuing
of _ locally-fixed retail licenses.  The issuing of wholesale and vessel
licenses was left to Dominion authority, these licenses being for

business that has frequentiy a national or inter-provincial character

2. The licenses issued under the provisions of the Scott Act are

really and technically locally-fixed retail licenses. 3. The clause
above quoted placing the power to issuc them in the hands of the
Dominion License Commissioness is not a clause “ that relates to the
carrying into effect of the provisions of * The Canada Tumperance
Act, 1875, but is a clause actually framed to prevent the carrying
out of the provisions of the said Act for having druggisis’ licenses
issued by the Licutenant-Governors of the different provinces.




