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The enme wavnt of discernmont appt;m;
in thie atatemont that tho minority, in pre-
sonting their cannter-applination, ave grok-
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My Drar Sm,—T wounld probably noi
Lave fzoubled you further on tho subject of
Clhurch Indopendenco, bad X not boon led
to enferiain the design of publishing, in
another forr, the lotteras which I have
wiitien for your papor, In viow of thiss
1 wonld 244 suother, baving ospecirl rofor.
ence to tho unworthy atterapé to subject to
groundless reproach cortain brothron of the
Canads Presbyterian Churoh.

The sdditional romncks dhat I now ssk
your insortion of would not be nosessary,
wero it not that there are so many who
lend a roady ear to the misreprosentations
of disingenioueness or wantof discornment,
and 20 many others who ave apt te bo por-
plexed by them. TFor thesakeof the latter,
eapecially, I am willing to bo at any paing
in eoxhibiting our sound Presbyterian doe-
trino in rolation to the proper supremaoy
of the Church and the civil power—a doc-
trino of the ntmost importance both in its
saaertion of the independoncoof the Church
jn opposition to the Frastian olaims of the
civil power, and in arsertion of the supre.
macy of the oivil power in opposition, both
to tho teachings of Tiomo, and to the state-
ments of parties who cannot or will not
undosstapd the doctrine of their own
Chureh, or soo that, like so many ituportant,
and essontial truths, it is the juste milien
potweon two moat dangerous extromes,

A Chnureh, holding, as our's is understood
to do,the doctrine of its own supremaoy,
subjoct only to Christ, in all matiors spiri.
tusl, is supposed to contomplate n certain
deocision, which will, in the judgmont of a;
minority, involve a departuro from tho
priueiples of the Church, inwhich thoy may
not bo able conscientiously to concar
Whether the decicion lias respo~$ to doc-
{rine relating to the propbettc, the priestly
or the kingly office of Christ, does not
affect tho present argument. In view of
this contemplated.decision, the majority,
in the name of tho Church, applyto tho
Iegislatule asking & modification of the faw
relating to their properly or-roal estate,
and tho minority present a counter applica-
tion. In reforonco to these applications, it
may be held. IFirst, That bothmply an
acknowledgment of the supremacy of the
civil powers in matlers spiritunl; or;
Second, That neither iwplies such an ae-
knowledgment ; or, Third, That tho appli-
cation of the minority does, whilo that of
tho majority does not. I have no reason
to think that the first position- will be main-
isined by any minister or mombor of fhe
Canada Prosbyterian Church, whatever
may be the views of those outsideof it. The
present discussion is betweon those who
maintain, a8 I do, that neither appliciation
implies anyibing inconsistent with the
fullest persuasison of the Church's proper
supromacy ; and those who insist, ns some
of your correspondents do, that it is only
the application of tho minority that implas
ar ackuoowledgment of the right of the
civil power in spiritual matters. It is evi.
dent that the sére fact of application im.
plies the very same acknowledgment of the
supromacy of tho eivil power by both
parties. Both ackuowledge the supremeacy
of the legislative branch of the civil power,
11 the making and modifying ot all laws re-
Iating to tho tenure of church property ;
and the supremacy of the judicial branch
of it, in the interpretation and application
of these laws. Andboth parties being net
#Presbyterian Ultramontanists,” butsimply
intelligent Presbyterians, this upremacy is
recognired by them both as being not only
an acteal-but a rightful supremacy. If the
mere fact of the appheation implies any-
thing moro than this on the partof the
minority, it must do &0 also on the part of
the majority, But your correspondents do
ot see this. One of them while “standing
aghast” at theinconsistoncy of the minoritys

acknowledge—an official competency,—
and that theoy may believe as firmly as he
does, and with o much more pungont sor-
xow, that the legislaturc is wanting in the
andellectial and moral competency which
ils members ought to possoss to qualify
them for the exorcise of an acknowledged
offico-power -and right. The anme writer
speaks ef tho minority’s application as a
submitting of certain documents to be
Judged by the legislature, not precoiving
that tho application of tho majority involves
tho very sarae thing, tho only difforenco’
being' that the obe_party sny’s, “look irto
the- documents and you will sce they are
1ho 2ame,” ard the other say’s, “look into
thom and you will sc¢ they. are differont.”
Unless the legislaturais to consider itself
thie miéré tool of the -majority, they must
reguire good reasons for legislating, and act
ascording to their own judgment on the

in{: to mako the power of the lepialature in
relation to property to bear upon the
mejority #o as to provout union. For this
aPphoatxon recogmzos and socks the exer-
oi%0 of no patwer but that whioh the major-
ity recognize and sock tho axeroise of, In
thoir application they ave sscling to make
the power of tho logisiatere in velation to

roperty to boar upon the minorty for the
urtheranco of union Tho suecoss of the
applieation of either party mny operato as
o tamptation to keap tho othor party from
following what they may concoive to bothe
line of duty—in tha one cass union, in the
other soparation. But that 13 a vory diffor-
ont matter from tho oxorciso of pewer
claimed and put forth by the civil anthori-
tioa with the oxpross design of controlling

4he aotion of the Church in her admnsten-

tion of the law of her only head. Tho ac.
knowledgmont of no such suproiaacy is
involved in tho application of mither party.

Agnin, tolaponk of the application of the
minority a3 an spposl aganst an ecolesi-
astioal deoision is to utter puro and uud -
luted nonsenge. Thero is no decision to
appeal agamnst. The Charch has decided
nothing. Tho minovity are simply counter-
petitioners to the majonty, in rolation to a
mattor in which the Charch's ackuowledgo
in place is that of subjection to another
autbority than hor own,

Ifit bo aaid that the application of the
minority 1mplios thoir intention to appeal
to the judicial braneh of the civil powor
against an ccolesinstiont docision, I answor,
it implies no such thing. The winonity
have no such intention. When tho time
comes (and I hopo woe shall all pray and
labour incossantly that it may nover.come)
for the mnority {o sppeal againstan ecolosi-
astionl decision, their appeal will not bo

mado to the einl powor; and when ths

timo comes for them to apply to the civil
power, their application will not be an
appeal agawnst: an ceclesiastical docision.
When tho Churel, by ber mmonty, has
pronounced the deowsion which the minority
cannot, with a good conscience, conour in
or submis to, then the majority knowing
that the Church 18 responsiblo ounly to
Christ for tho decisison it has pronounced,
knowing that Ho has commutted to ohureh
rulers the. keys of the kingdom:- of hoayen,
and that they are subject only to Him in
their use of them ;. but knowing, at the
same time, that they may err, and groatly
err, in their uso of the keys, and belioving
that thue particalar decision has boén pro-.
‘nounced clave errante, and is contrafy to
tho mind of Christ, they will appeal to Hum
and to Him alone. In othor words, they
will separate, behsving that the mnjority
have, contrary to. their solomn ongage-
ments, dognrtod from thoe ‘principles of the
Church,. presume it will be admitted
that this appeal uvolves the:fullest- ac-
knowledgment of tho Church’s pecular
.supremacy,—nay, that i is tho slrongest

reoognition of the supremacy of the Gburch
and the due supremwacy .ot the majority,
while they cannot allow the infallibility. of
_oithor (sce confession of Faith, chap. xxxi.
1) I presume oven our sham ultramon-
tgnistts wmil not require argument on this
pont.

There are now then two geparate and
diatinct -chiurches, each lot us suppose,
olaiming identity with the Church that has
been broken up, and denying the other's
identity with it. These two Churches are
a8 distinot as any othor two ccclesiastical
organizations of the laud. The ono 1s net
subject to the other and owes it no allegi-

to Christ for the decision to which the
‘minority cannot submit, so the mmority
aro responsible ouly to Christ for their
action in not submitting, The miuority
‘may he right, and must not bo charged
with inconsistency for acting on the pre-
sumption that they ars. And turther, they
are equal, perfectly equal, in the oyo of the
law of tho land, wlich canuot justly dis-
crimnate in favour of Churches according
to their numeraclo strength.

But there is property {o bo disposed of,
and the civil power slone can dispose of it.
It is allowed that it has the exclusive xight
to dispese of it, and that the exercise of this
nght is in full consistency with the proper
supremacy of the Church. But it is aftirmed
that, if tho minority shal' nssert, or sane-
tion the assortion of a legal right to the
property or any portion of it, they will bo
acting inconsistently with their doctrine re.
speeting the supremacy of the Church.
That- is to eay, &4 Chureh, pnssessing all
occlesiastical powers. not subject to any
other Church, hsving, 1t is admitted, a

that it has a legal vight to the whole, must,
on thoe sole ground that it 18 numerically.
weaker than auether Church which, it be

Keves, has no legal right to the property,
rofrain from agserting its right and forbid
all its cougregations to do so; else it acts
incotsistently with the $spiritual independ.
duce of the Church. Tf thisis not the ne
slits altra of absurdity, I do not know wliat
is. The raan who maintaius it is not o bs
reasoned with, your corfespondents of
courss do not maintas it; bat, hke all falss
accusers of the brothren, they do their best
to deceivo themselves and mis'ead others by
their fallacinus represuntations >f the state
of the caso. I hare challonged them to
=y, whether, in the caso boloro us, -the
oivil courts, in determining according to'
their own independent judgment, invado
the jurisdiction of the Church, or do any-
thing inconsistent with its spiritual inde-
pendence. ‘Chat challongs: they decling
accepting. Thoy know doubtless that they
cannot answer the question otberwise than

independent judgment.
decide accordingly, they no moro intorfere
with the spiritunl indepoudence of the
Church, in deciding against tho majority
than they d

jhdges makin

oxpression and proof they.can give of -their:

‘ance. As the majority are responsible only:

hiavs no right, and olsim noright to deoide,
and in relation to whish. thoir proper place

is that of subjeotion equally with the
minority ; aud that whon their promize of
due subjeotion to ecclosiastical autbority is
tppealed to us borring them from the
assortion of n oral and logal right, oll
such readers will seo that the minority sre
104 bound to subjectionto a church, againad
whoso deoision the
Ohrist, on the groun
in_ their judgment, to the prejudics and
subrorsion of principles which thoy soleranly
engaged to maintsin whalevor trouble or
persocution might arise.

have appenled to
thas that decinon is,

It Is said that thoe attempt of the minorily

to austain a legal right, in tho only way in
whiolt it san Lo sustained, implies the right
of civil judgen to examino acolesiastieal
documents and to docids in accordaneo
with thoir own views of thom, which may
be contrary to the views of the Chavch. If
there is anything wrong in this, I {rust
your readors will seo that it is nol the
minorily slono that avo respounsible for it.
The majority aro equally responsible for
having thoir frusta so framed as to necessi-
tato such oxamination on the part of the
judgos. Al reforencos {o the incompetency

of tho judges are asido irom the question.

They alone have the right and the power
of deciding in tho matter; and not only
have they ths right, but they are bound to
use all avalinble means that are necessary

to enablo thom to form an intolligent and
Aund when they

o in deciding against {he
minority, whoso Church poasessas the same

indepondence as tho other. The decision
sinply involves the expense and incon-
venionce to the one pnti{ that the oppoasite
decision would do to the

said, may not the dread of au adverso de-
cision operate na a tempintion tn keap the:
majority from doing what thay boliove $o
ba'their duty ? the raply is the sama thing

other. Ifit be

is truo of the minority. But to represout
an action of the magiatrate acting in his
own 3phore, which oporates incidontly as a
tomptation, as bhoing identical with the
forth-puiting of his power to eontrol and
eoncusg Church Courts, is an insiance of
confusion of thought which, I truat, not
many besides your correspondenis will be
eapablo of.

# Presbyterian®” ‘having begun with
aseribing to the civil powor a right to in-
vade the jurisdiotion of the Chureh, to con-
trol tho admemistration of the law of
Christ's kingdom, now ibsiets on ocivil
thomselves the tools of the
Church or of its majority. Thoy alone ean
decido in guestions of Church property ;

‘but they ought to lecide as the majority

requires thom to decide. Theyare to ignore
tho law of the land in relation to Chnreh
property ; they must not look attho first
doeds; but when two Churches dispute
about property: they must give-it to the
biggor ono. Itis tho American way. It
wmay have boon so from tho day's of
Waltor Van Twiller, of whom the anthentie
Knickerbocker records that, having decided
according fo the number of tho leaves and
tho weight of the books of tho parties in a
suit, ho theroby established hie reputation
ag o magistrate, saved himsolf a world of
trouble, and put an ond to litigation all the
rest of his days.

Howovoer unable * Presbyterian ™ may
bo to ses the iruth that lies betwoeen his
alternative of the civil power being either
tho invader of the Church's provincs or her
tool, ho may be sara the fault 18 sntirely his
own, that it car be ceem, and that many
others see it.
concoive of civil judges sceing it elearly,
aud ssying to o majorily against whom
thoy decide, ** we are satisfied that you
havo .doparted materially from the prinoi-
ples reforred to ir this trust, as of course
you have a perfoct right to doto any extent,
It apponrs also that you have deposed and
excommuricated your brethren, who pre.
foss that thoy cannot eonsent to the changs
youlhuvo made.f@¥This too you have an un.
questionable power {0 do. It belongstn you

) to make and modify terms of Chureh effice
' and mombership under a respoumbility o

Christ nlone. These aro matters with which
we have nothieg to do. Had your brethren
applied t0 us to exercise our power in any
way, with tho view of influenciog you in
tho slightest dogree in ycar decisions in
thoue naotters, we would have dismissad
their apphioation, withoat investigation, the
instant wo uudorstood what they wished
us fo do. But they ask us to deaide in »

are at porfect liberty to think so, but we
differ from vou; and you must be aware
that in a matter in which it belongs to us
to docide, we must follow-our own jndgment
and not yours.” And wo can oven conceiva
thoy might §1dd} ‘we ave personally of the
opinion that your principles are now more
in accordanco with Scn;{xture than they were
before, and wo are glad you have resisted
tho jemptation arising frum tho apprahen.
aion of our adverse decision. But unfertun-
alely we differ from you in boleving, after
earoful sonnderation of the Trust and other
documents submitted by you and others,

.that you have departod irom the principles

reforred to in the tho Trust, and that the

other party iv tho suit adheres to them, so

that we are .bliged to dzcido against yon,”
sud if the majority were sofoolish as to tell

‘these judges that their decision was an

interferencs with thespiritual indepondenze
of the Church, they would simply reply,
““ it is Po mors so. thay onrdegision agaiuet

There are mauny who cen-

Drar 8mn,~Astho timo approaches when
tho Aszembly of our Churel will raoo?, and
the all ongrossing matter of Union must bo
takon up and disposed off 1 one way or an-
other, we (I use the torm knowing that I
speak the minds of a large innjority of oy

oople in both scctions of $ho Chursh) think
it desirablo thnt onr ministors shonld bettor
undsratand tho minds of our peopls i this
jmportant maitor. With us the Ioadehip
of Christ has besu tho corner stone upon
whioch we have built tho wholo structure of
our faith, 'That “Ho is head nvor all
things to Ais Church" s a well upderstood
and  rocognized  principal, acknow-
odred and lrecorded in the Confes.
sionof Fawth, which is fully roceived as the
giandard of faith by both seotiona of the ne
gotintiog Churches,hinving hoen taught this
glorious truth on our ‘motlior’s knoo, nnd
found it recorded in His own word, we can-
not see any woll-grounded reason for all
this wrangling and disputation ahout a
mattor 8o woll understood, acknowledged,
and roted on by all partics concorned, We
have beon wsiting, hoping and praying that
tho c!u.rch of our Fathers, that hag lain ro
long in a divided state, shorn of her influ-
onca and usefulnoss, shonld again he unii-
edand take hor proper place amongst all
othor denominationa of Christian poopls.
Shall wo again bo disappointad, The little
cloud, (at one timo no biggor than o man's
hand)haynowr expanded to larze dimensions
and assumes » hlack and loworing appoar-
ance, wo would thersforo beseosh all par-
tien to put on charity. Thero is nothing to
fonr from tho basis of nnien being defootive:
He will take caro of “*His own Church” it
is Hia by purchase.andjHe is not only Mead
but King, Yes, Ho is King, and will roign
ovor His own {o the exodlusion of all the
powers on oarth or hell. Wo have vot oue
word fo say against thore worthy men, who
have como ont oponly and hononrably in
support of what they sincorely holiove; al-
though wo cannot agroe with their .iows,
we can sympathizo with them in (what ye
boliove) is their zeal for truth. But thero

o : .
aro other mon with whoin we have less) Pmyem of thousnnds in every part of Scot

S

sympathy, and who are equally to bo feared.
In how many places do we find two men
Iabouring whero there should be only one.
In all soch ciroumstances, woro & Union to
take place, ono of thoso men murt be re.
ineved, and poasibly both, this is not n
pleasant thing to contomplate and may
tend to swell the number of opponents
when *he vote is takon, That wo mav all
obtain and diligently exercise the spirit of
our Lord and Master whose prayor was
while on earth,that all may o one in Hin,
and ihat when nll our battles are fonght
and our warfare over, wa may all meot in
the houss of many mansions, reating from
onr troubles, and rojoicing in tho glory of
King Jesus, is the earnest prayor of a
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An Ex-Moderator in Scotland.

Bdilor Darrisn AMERICOAN PARSETTRRAIAN,

Str,—It appesrs to mo that there is too
great & hurry in urging on this Union.
The Church of Seotland party have not yet
wakened up {o the faot that there is such a
body as the Canadas Presbyteriam Church
and how ean they unile with & Church
‘whose very existence shey ignors. To show
that I am not going beyoud bounda, I yefor
to the following axtract from the Edinburgh
Courant of Janusry 1st, 1874, The speak.
or is Rov.Duncan Merrison,of Owsn Sound,
Iate Moderator of the Synod of the Presby-
terian Churoh in Canads, in connestion
with the Chureh of Scotland. The speech
was addressed to the Presbytery of Edin-
bur{h, and tho puspose for which it was
spoken wasto raise money to build a chureh
in Owen Sound. I copy from the Edia-
burgh Cowrané of 1st Jan. 1874 :—'"The
Moderator then welcomed Mr. Morrison
and invited him to address tho Presbytery
Mr. Morrison stated that ho was sotiled in
the midst of alarge and growing popula.
tion, chiefly of our own countrymen, who
were destitute of religions ordinancos iill
he wont amongst them. The single Pres-
bytery which ho ropresented, that of Sau-
geen, was as Iarge as Scotland; and they
had only six or seven ministors, and gevon
or oight ohurches., They might have an
iden of the isolated position which ho held
when ho ststed that his nearest ministorial
neighbors were 806 miles away in one diree-
tion and 40 in another He had gathered
in about 900 families, chiefly of their own

ready to eall s minister, but as they had
about twonty vacancies in the Canadian
Chureh, it was with vory litile hope that
he was looking for a minister for tho dis.
trictho apoke of. Thoy hiad o build another
church where e was living in the town of
Owou Sound.”

Now, 8ir, I ask you can the Presbylorian
Church unite with a body whose 1ate Mod-
erator aecma uneonsoions of her oxistence,
%od bases his application .for help upox the
fact of her non.existence, I no‘eg not point
out that thera is really a Presbytery of
Owen Sound,—that the Church of Scotlaud
with her accustomed doxterity took advan-
tage of a quarrol in o eongregation in Owon
Sound to euter on the Iabours of others,anad
that Mr. Morrison, with his “much fair
speach” and promises, socired a call from
the minorily of that congregation. What
I wish i0 point eutis, that when it serves
the purposes of the Iate Moderator of that
Synod, he.can ignors the existense of that

reach us thut the work of revival oontinues
and eprsads, not only in isolated churohes,
but i1 entiroe villages and towns, and that
in many casos without any special means
or agency being orsployed hoyond that of
prayer,

Tho visit paid by Messrs, Moody and
Sankey to Duudeo has been blessed in n
romarkablo way—indeed, little short «f
what bas beon eonjoyed in LEdinburgh.
Ministers feol the reving work in their own
souls, and havo felt a hitherte uufolt power
in pronohing to their hearera. Many of tho
churohes are opon evory ovening for prayey
and exhortation, Mr, Moody; hay boon
addressing differont colasses of tho coms
munity—now 2000 Chriatinn warkera, then
1500 mombers of tho Young Moen's Chris-
tian Associaton.  As an allustration of the
hearty practieal mode in whish Mr. Moody
onters upon what he conceives ths Lard s
work it tnay be montioned that in address.
ing the Young Men's Christian Assoclation
o urged upon them the necessity of raising
86000 to cloar off the dobt and to jmprove
tho Association Rooms, and stated that ho
had himself made a boginng to holp them,
having colleoted m courao of an hour ov
two £2000 towards that end. A correspond.
ent of tho Chrigtian thus writescf Dundoo:

~¢ The tide of blessing has risen rapidly,
ond is still rising. The epirit of graco and
supplication is being poured out on us.

Muny hearts are melted. OChristians ave

praying, and woeping, and rojeicing, Itis
gwvenr us to Jook on glad and holy scencs
such a3 wo havo not witnessed sinco the

great revival fourtoen yonrs ngo. Evoun if

none were added to the Lord at thia time,

the fresh bapliem of the Holy Ghost which
boliovers aro nosw recorving will provoe to bn
a blessing of incnleulable vaiue, Thousandn

of souls are stirred. The firo that burned
low on tho altar of Qod is rising to heaven
in & bright and. holy flame. Many heaxts
aro broaking, and the perfumo of fove,

swooter than tho fragrance of tho alabastov

box, is filling our assemblies and our homes.
Jesus of Nazaveth is iudeed.pnssing by. .

. Woe aro choored and suatained by the

aud, Doubtloss many of our brethren in
England also lovingly boar us in mind.
From romoto towns and glens, from litto
prayer-meotings in obscure places, from

“rick chambers whoro bod-ridden saints hava

lain for yoars, como the henvt-touching
nows that Dundeo is being laid, in n myriad
prayors, at the foot of Jeaus. Last Friday
night, when ourworkers wore ongagoed in
prayer, preparatory to the solomn avd imn-
portunt work of conversing with tho in-
quirers, & telegram was roceived from
BEdinburgh telling us that thousands of re-
vived Christinns in the metropolis wove
praying for us. This commaunication sent
a thnil of gladness into overy heart. We
scomed to be borno on ongl2e’ wings. Wo
thought the Lord was saying to us, Stand
still, and gee the salvation of the Lord,”

At the close of the meeting, and oven the
usual services in the churches, anxious in-

uirers are found waiting to converse with
l‘:lho ministers. It is no exaggeration fo sny
that overy day there are hundreds of in.
quirers in all ranks of life sceking consola-
tion and guidarco. Everywhere thero ap-
pears a solomn devotional feeling.

Notwithstandiog the elections last week
in Berwick, the attendanco at meetings has
beén as great as in any previous woeks
since the work began. The interest, wo ave
informed, is extending amongst tho villagers
in the neighbourhood.

Messra. Moody and Sankey &ro at present
1n Glssgow. They commencod their work
on Sabbath 1ast by having a meeting iu tho
City Hall at 9 a.m. for Sabbath-school’
teacliers, st which early hour overy soa#
and every inch of standng room in ths
building wero occupied, while many had to
go away for want of accommodation. Tho
service waa briof and practically useful, Mp, |
Moody spoks to tho largoe congregation of
Christian workers words of kindness and
encouragoment, urging them also to exteyd
zeal in the importaut oporations which
they bad undertakex. Ho showed that Yo
be successful in their duties they must be
sympathetic, for by evincing a true sym.
pathy with thoir soung chargoes they wonld
win their confidénce. In concluding an
eloquent oration, ho commented on the iwn-
portance of Sunday-school teaclung, and
prayed that the 8000 teachers before him
might be more successfal in the futuro than
they bad been in the past. Mr. Savksy, .
to the accompsnimtent of a barmonmmtw,
sang Gospel hymns, the congrogation ocea-
sionally joinings The * service of sou:y™
ssemed to be much enjoyed by the worahip-

n ridicnles the incompotency of tho legislature, 1 el b W, iatter that bel i a v In th < bl Yl
. o aht t $ f the proporty in | matter that belongs to us, and notte you | countrymen. For theso thoy had to wuild | pers. 1In the evening a public meeting thr

L3 not perceiving that the minority only re- :{lsgsio:?t:ndow!;ag:: ;‘;;’;Mﬁ:;l;; f:;z;t, any mlox-o:i ﬂlnn it dt;:s to thogx. It e:i. trae tw? cl}nrqbe;,—o;:o bei}:lng sovon or ejg},lg worf;h:p was held in the (c)lltywillal}; il
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