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BEE FARMING,

Evidence of the Hon, Louls Wallbridge,
of LBelleville, Bofore the Ontario
Agricultural Commission,

Countinuod from lust wank,

9. Whence do you secure your sup-
ply ot queens, and what queens do you
prefer for the improvement of the
stocks ?

Italians, thus far. OriEinal!V, we im-

orted Itafians from Quinby, New York,
angstroth, Ohio, Dudunt, Michigan ;
but now we have as fine bees as can be
imported, rased here, W, C. Wells, of
Phillipston P. O., raises as fine asI have
ever scen.  He will shortly raise Cyprus
gueens from Jones’ importations from
Jyprus.

10, Wha! quantity of honey does a
stock of bees average in one seagon ?

Last year, 1879, o very good yenr,
each hive, taking that as the hams of
calculation, averaged 98 pounds, ex- |
tracted. Thisis more than a gencral
average—perhaps 76 pounds would be
a fair average; 40 pounds would be a
fair averuge of box-homey. I have
taken 101 pounds from one hive, and
& swarnl, box honey. This is extraor-
dinary.

11. [s the average as ool in quan.
tity and quality in your district ‘as in
other countries or in other parts of this
Province ?

Fully up to the best. We think the
white clover and hass.wood the best.
The thistle i3 excellent, but not so
abuadant as to guantity, I find the
bee-keevers overestimate, The occu-
pation is of an exciting character, which
may account for it. My opinion isthat
Quatario i8 vne of the best, if not the
best country for bee-keeping on this:
continent, There are in ail the ne-
counts you see published a great deal
of brag, tor which allowance must be
made, expecially in the United States,

12, Do you adopt any method of
supplying the bees with comb?

W. C. Wells manufactures exceilent
foundation botl: for the Brown cham.
ber and honey boxes or supers. There
are other manufacturexs of foundations
in this county as well as Mr. Wells,
Lewis Searles, Foxboso! P, 0., is one of
them. Evexry intolligent bee-keeper
ages foundutivn either for the whole
Jrame or as starters.

13. What kind of hive do you con-
sider best ¢ (

The Laugstroth. I profer a modifi-
«cation—a little deeper and shorter. The
: .co%tents ought to be about 2,000 mnches
cuble,

14 With pure-bred queens, do you
find any difliculty in keeping up the
purity of your stocks ?

Not much. It requiresattention,but
can easily be done. The drones of hy-
brxiuds are pure,

15. How do you feed your bees, and
in \;rhat way are they protected in win-

er

Only bad bee-keepers feed bees, or in
& poor bee country. A little food in
8priag to stimulate is of doubtful good
—the quicter the better in the spring.
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We winter in winter depositories, tem-
perature at 41¢—4b,

16. What is your ticatment of the
bees in wet reasons ?

Our climate makes no demend for
eztreme drouth or extreme wet. These
are great di.advantages uider which we
do not lahor.

17. What class of honey commands
the best salo in the foreign market ?

Clover, bass-wood and thistle. I have
been surprised at the preference in Eug-
land for Il:.mclnvheat..

18. How is the foreign tradu in honey
cacried on ¢

Only in its infancy ; generally indi-
vidual consigninents to persons with
whom connections have been formed.

19. Is adulteration practised to any
extent, to the prejudice of the honest
dealer?

Not at all in Canada,

20. What insccts are destructive or
injurious to bees?

The moth; but with a good hive, the
Italians protect themselves, The writer
has not scen one this year.

21, What methods are best adapted
to counteract their ravages!

Good hives, strong colonies, and at-
tentive bee-keepers. The moth is a
just punishment for the inattentive
sloven,

22, To what discases are hees subject;
and are stocks often lost from such
causes ?

Foul brood is the only disease; naver
heard of it but once in this part of Can-
ada. Thebestcureisto burn the whole
thing up, and begin again. This is the
cheapest—the Iabour of cwring foul
Erood costs more than the value of the
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THE CYPRIAN BEC.

REV. L. L. LANGSTROTH IN "aLBANING3."

At last we have ample means for
judging of the temper of this bee, as
shown in their native island, where no
questions can be raiced as to their abso-
lute freedom from ixture with other
varicties. In a private letter to me,
Prof. Cook, of Lansing, says of My,
Frank Benton, who has done this good
for us, *He is scientific in his methods
and habits, very earnest und vnthusias.
tic, and honest to the core.” Writing
out of his large oxpericnce with them,
in a season uufavorable fur honey-
gathering that, if they possessed any
unmaunageable irritability it could not
fuil to show itself, Mr. Benton gives
them the palm, even over Italian bees,
for easy control in all necessary manip-
ulation,

Two years ago Mr. Muth, of Cincin-
nati, after weighing all that our Ger-
man friends had to say about them,
ngreed with me in doubting whether
their decided merits in most respects
were not more than counterbalanced by
excessive irritability. Mr. Benton’s ex-
planation of the simple methods by
which they may be kept peaceable has
dissipated these apprebensions, and I
am strongly inclined to think that we
have heen fortunate enough to secure
a strain of liees which unites the best
qualities of both the blacksand Italians.
After a large experience fo. many
years with the last-named races, I caine
‘o the fellowing conclusions :—

(1) Where late forage is scarce, the Ital.
zzns] stop breeding much earlier than the

tehs,

In Oxford, where, after the second
croE of red clover fails, bees usually
gather less honey than they consuame,
the Italians, unless artificially stimu-
lated, raise so little brood that they go
into winter-quarters with too few
young bees. Under the same couditions,
the blacks breed quite late io the fall,
rarely ceasing untll after severe frosts,
and often persisting in it when they
have not homey enough to last them !

{or more thau a few weeks, Now, the
evidence i3 quite conclusive that the

'yprieny, like the blacks, ave strongly

given to late breeding.

The IDtaliuns, wnless  stimubated by
Judiciouz feelinyg, dv aot resva; bresding as
early a: the hlacks,

In Ureeafield, Masw, (see p. 339, 3d
ed. of my work on the hive and honey-
bee), where J Lad only blacks, tha Deec.
of 1346 was extremely cold, January,
1847, was the coldest January on record,
in thatlatitude,for more than fifty years,
Once the temperature was 30° below
zero, I, and tllm,re were two days when
the wind blew a strong [I-]o.le, the mer-
cury gotting but ouce as high us 6° be-
low zero. ['rom the 7th to the 14th
the mercury was, one-half of the time,
below zero, and only nnce as Ingh as

10¥ above—the wind blowing an al.
most continuous gale. Early in the
forenoon of the 14th, the mercury was
104% beluw zero. Later in the day it
moderated envugh for me to examine
three strong stocks,in the ccutral combs
of all of which I found eggs sud un-
capped brood, and in one of the stocks
a little capped brood. On the 30th of
that munth the central comnb of one of”
these colonies was fourd to be almost
full of sealed brood, mature. My ex-
perience with black becs led me to ex-
pect breeding to begin 1n good stocks
about the 1st of Jan., and sometimes a
little earlier.

In my Italian apiary at Oxford,
where the mean of the winter is very
little lower than the mean of March in
Greenfield, I seldom failed to get an
spportunity of overlooking my stocks
gome timme in February, and rarely
found muzh brood in that month, even
in the strongest; while in most of th: «
iaying had not even begun, The pres-
ent winter here, though unusually cold,
doces not compare for severity with that
of 1847 in Grevnfield, and there have
been three thaws causing the resurap-
tion of navigation on tue OChio River,
Two of my neighbory the Messrs, Mec.
Cord, examined, on 11th May, a large
number of stocks, some of which were
very stroas, and in only two was brood
in any stage noticed, While it iy very
true that a small coluny of Ita¥ans,
when Dbreeding fairly beging in the
epring, will, ay a rule, rapidly outstyip
a black one of equal strength, is 1t not
equnll{ true that what is called “ apring
dwindling” wmong Italians may in
many cases be actributed to the above-
meuntioned causes + In localities where
the main honey harvest is over or or
befuie the middle of Jaly, carly breed.
ing i3 essential to auccess, nnd with
[talian bees, artificial stunwlus inust
ordinarily be used to induce it. Some
of the readers ol Gleaanings may remem-
ber my experiments 1n this line two
years ago, interrupted by the return of
my vld malady.

Thus far, all the experiments with
Cyprians, wkich have coma to my
knowledge, show that in their propen-
sity for botl. late and early breeding,
they resemble, cven if they do not sur-
pass, the blacks, In the American Bee
Journal, Feb, 2, 1881, Melville Hays, of
Wilmington, Ohio, writes, under date of
Jan, 3d, of his Palestine bees : ¢ To-day
I opened the hives and found brood in
all stages from the e‘ﬁ, up,insix frames.”
I presumea that the Holy-Land bees will
be found to resemble very closely the
Cyprians, In this connection, 1 will
mention the curious fact, that, some
years before the Epyptian bees were
itrnduced into Europe, many of the
workers of one of my Italian queens
had the peculiar crescent-like markings
of the Uyprian, Palestine, and Egyptian
bees. After importiug the Egyptian
bees, I could easily agree with Vogel,

that the Italianis a cross between this hee
and the black. Mr. Woodbury’s hard

experience with the Egyptian bee 1n
England may easily be sccouvted for
hy supposing hin to have atteimptad to
handiae them just as he dia the Italiaus

The Malizns ere muck wwre weclined o
build drone corab thas the bloeks,

When forage is abundant, ar empty
frame was placed between two fuil ones,
my experience with the blacks led e
to expect thera to fill it with worker
comab ; ard if their quecn was one of
the curreant year, I could count upon
this with glraost absolutely certaimity ;
while, under the same conditions with
Ialians, drone comb was the rule and
worker the rare exception, The Ital-
ians, instead of filling the empty frame,
often occupy the vacant space by bulg-
ing out the other comba; and if the
honey iv tiem was capped over, they
would sometimes build anotiier tier of
cells right upon the cappings o1 the uld
combs, Time wouid fail me to describe
my various experiences in trying, when
forage was abundant, to induce Italian
stock to butld worker comb, and it wax
only by a free use of the extractor that,
toward the close of my carcer a3 an ac-
tive apiarian, I was able to secure—what
cost me no trouble with the bfacks—a
sufficient supply of worker comb., By
the use of comb foundatinn we are now
much better able to remedy this defeet
in 1talians.

Having now mentioned some of the

nints in which the blacks are manifest.
y superior to the Italiaus, "nd reserv-
ing others for future discussion, it must
be evident that the Italians must have
some extraordinary advantages, to give
them the preference among our leading
bee-keopers, These I propose also to
notice in another article.

Frowm all that I can learn of them, the
Cyprans seem to have in high pet fee-
tion some of the very best qualitics of
the blacks and Italians ; and unless Mr;
Benton can find something still better
for nsin Asia, we may well congratulate
ourselves on its introduction in un-
doubted purity ioto this country. All
honor to Mr. D. A. Jones, of Beeton,
Canada, whose extraordinary energy
and experience in the management of
bees, and large expcnditures,:imve done
8o much, and promise to do 20 much
more, to gecure for Europe and Ainer-
ica the best race of bees, or the best
cross between difterent races, that the
world can give us! Without Mr. Junes,
Myr. Benton might have longed in vain
for such golden cpportunities ; and we
should be still groping in the dark, as
we have been for so many years, talk.
aud planning “how to do it,” but still
ever so much further off than we now
are for the desired goal.

The Holy-Land bees procured by Mr,
Jones’ personal visit to Palestine will
probably be found to have the =ame
gocd traits with the Cyprians, and to be
much nearer allied to them in size and
disposition than the Egyptian (Apis fas-
ciata), Mr. Jones himself gives them
the preference, and it may be that our
most valued bees shall come to us from
that promised land, flowing in milk
and honey ! As the Utalians are doubt-
less & cross, there is not much to be ex-
pected by mixing their blood with the
NeW-Comers,

TO PUBLIC SPEAKERS,

Public speakers and singers who
would possess a clear voice, freedom
from hoarseness and sore throat should
use Hagyard’s Pectoral balsam, a safe,
pleasant aud certain haaler for the throat
and lung:. , it apeedily breaks up a cold
aad cures all pulmonary complaints,
that so often lead to incurable consump-
tion, {3t5

Monufacturers of I:.:npurs Mowora and
Throsking Muchines prefor *Custorine”

Maching Oll to any othor. It will out-woay

loxd, seel or elephant, and is warranted not
to gum.




