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oHIQO BOOK PUML$sARus.

llY Ti EDUtT(k.

SPENr Ttwo days of lasit month in
CIicag amon thliIe book publishers,
and hiad, wthal. a pleasant fiime. i

went oter hy the C. l. R., and everybdy
who travels by ,lhat route as sure of courteous
attention and an enticing tip

The leading pulslihers undoubtedly are
1.aird & Lee. l'hev liae a neat aet of
offices on W%;%bash atenue, and carry a large
stock of books .\lthough only ini business
%cusmie seven years tihey have asade a pile of
money. Their fi .t great success was Conk-
lis Manual. whicli they oild by advertising
it an nearly every paper in the 'aied States.

î. l.Lord a% a bright Canaadian. and lonks
afer the etditing and publisIhing. NIt. I.ee
as a salesman and business man of un-
îitestionei ability Their latest success is
W T. Stead's book, of which they have al
ready sold. M r. .ce informed me, 6o,ooo
copies. and have started on another edition
of 3o.o0. They have a splendid list of
books. and are oni the high road to success.

F. T. Neely was away from home, but
lais able manager, Nir. liobart, was very
mriu<h on deck. Mr. Neely as extending bis
l.t very rapidlv. and seems ta be doing a
icavy business. lie clis very largely to
railway news companies as well as to the
regular book jobbers and retailers. lie is
puîbblsher for Colonel Richard lieny Savage,
whose latest book, "The Anarchist," has
been a pirnouncei success.

The Cha%. iH. Sergel Co. as doing a sood
busmess, but suffered severely about a ycar
ago, when the wui gde of %1r. <il >onhue
brought down the Il J. Smith Co., the Nile
C. Sith Co, and others. Mir Sergel's first
uaess was *'The Kreutzer Sonata," of

which he sold nearly halfa million copies.
lie was tie first to tbring out Dodo." and
did well with it le deals i irgely n dram-
atic literature and in South American
histories.

The W. Il Conkey Co., liase about i.2oo
liands :tinployed in painting and bnlang.
They have done ttile pautl!,hmgi% as yet with
the cst ehptni oi EliaWheelerWikn' pomins.
anti ft lek's scrics. When the Morrill
ibiggns, faillite o-4 urei. they got quite i
îtock ni plats, and will do ame publishag
an tIhe nîcar future Mir F K. Msarnill as now
with tiis, fihrmi. The manager ofihe business.
ander 'Mr Conkey. as Robt Mi i.augiin. a
yooato bov. who learned the prntîng in bas
native toisn.

I le Verocne l'ub UC. on Clark street.
do a smnall tiadle In spi y iteratire, i hear
bcsk-i .ae not suitaible for tue tanadian
trade

The E .\ Weeks o ba% e ben an busa
ness nly a year. but aleastly have an ex
celent list i itnty five 4 ent books. in îcry
attractive <mers. MI. Weeks was con

nected prevtously with sonte of the firms who
failed in the recent crash among the pub.
ishing houses in Chicago. To.day he hal

one of the best paying businesses in that
city, iai is rapidly extending.

i>onohue & Hienneberry have a big block
on Dearborn street, and do a generai print-
ing business, as well as book publishing.
Their leading thing in books is their lne of
juveniles, which were sold in Canada last
year for the first timie. They wall have an
exceedingly attractive hne this year, *hicli
should comsnend itself ta C.anadians who
desire something out of the ordinary.

The Schulte Pub. Co. have a great book
entitled " Hell up ta i)ate.' It was brought
out two or three years ago in large form at
about $3. as a subscription book, and was
entitled I iades up to Date." in this (ri
il was a failure. It was then brought out in
a dollar edition, with a new titie, and its sale
immediately ran awayupinto the thousands.
*rte author is " Ait Young," an artist on one
of Chicagos leading dailies. lkyond this
they publish very little of interest to Cana-
dians.

Rand, McNally & Co. publish a large num-
ber of books liitle known in Canada. Their
maaps and atlases are much better known.
Thev do a very large and p.aying business,
and deai less than other houses in ephemeral
literature.

The National Book & Picture Co.'s flat
was an a state of d:sorder when I visited it.
owing to a firte which gutted the fiat aboie
then a few days before. They have the
Every.Day Cook Book ir.r which they have
quite a demand frota Canada.

On the whole it must be acknowledged
that il-ese Chicago publishers, although they
deal an cheapa literature, are more enterpris.
ing than their New York competitors. The
New York bouses are fading; the Chicago
houses are prosperuas. Truc, trade has been
sonewhat flat since the bank panic of June,
189 3, but it is reviving, and the Chicago
houses have all weathered the storm and
are stronger to-day than ever.

A rena:rkable fact must be noted. Very
few of the pub asihng houses have pnnting
and bandang establbshments of their own.
Only three have en fa as i know, VIL:
Rand, NcNally & Co , le W. Il. Conkey
Co.. and i>onohue & lienneberrv. All
the others let tieir tylpesetting, stercotvping,
panntng and bnding out tn contract, and
contine themselves in the sclling of the
books after thev are printed. i suppose
ihi s due to the fart that a pnnting and
bindmig estabhm.h,îent as profitable only
when actisely and continuously employed to
its utmost apacity. litok publishing fol-
lin the seasons somewhat, and hence con.
timunus emploiyient for pnntang presses
might naot be possible. Tbis plan affords a
iarm an opporiunity of specaalirng mole

than if ail the processes in the development
of a book had to be carefully understood and
watched.

The Chicago publishers do an extensive
trade *th Canada and the Eastern States,
but the bulk of their trade is with the Middle
and Western States. Here the :5 and so
cent paper books and the class of literature
i have referred to as 'epheineral? finds its
greatest outlet. The civilization of the west
is not yet stable enough ta admit of library
editions being sold in very large quantities.
The wilder life of "'the new west" takes a
wilder class of literature and a cheaper class
of book

Just now the publishers are somewhat dis-
turbed o-er the amendment Io the postal
law which has been proposed by the Post-
master-General. Their books are published
as serials. like magazines, once or twice a
month, and pay the same postage-t cent
per pound-as is paid by aIl magazines and
newspapers published in the United States.
For nany years the postoffice bas been dis-
tributing these books at a los, and the
Postmaster.General proposes to exclude
them from the privileges accorded to maga-
zines and newspapers and make them pay
eight cents per pound posugejust as cloth-
bound books do. This proposal is now be-
fore Congress, and should it become law it
wili have the effect of cutting off the supplies
te small retailers throughout the United
States and Canada and throwing the bsai-
ness more into the hands of jobbers. The
booksellers most affected will be the Cali-
fornia men. The freight rate from Chicago
to San Francisco is $4 per hundred. An in-
crease from Si per post ta $8 per post or $4
per freight on every hundied pounds of
books, would be a heavy tax on the western
dealers. But if the books are now being
caried ai a loss, they can only look back
with pleasant memories ta the day when
they got more than they deserved out of the
lostoffice I)epartnent. Ont effect may be
te ancrease the number of publishers in Cali-
fornia and neighboring States.

The recent change in the duty collected
on books shipped into Canada will also
affect the Chicago publishers' trade. It in-
creases the cost of 25 cent books about two
or three cents, according to the sie of the
books, being highest on the largest and
best books. It remains to be seen whether
this will b. a benefit to Canadian publishers
or flot --at present it is not a benefit to Canf-
adian booksellers and newsdealers.

I came back te Canada with a glad feeling
of relief. i was tired of hearing people dis.
cuis Coxey's Army and General Kelly, tired
of hearang about coal miners' strikes, Polish
laborers' strikes, the question of foieign
labor. the breeding of smali-pox and other
daseasff among the new slavesof the United
States, "the European laborers"; tired of
hearing men wonder if Congress would settle
the tanff business inside of a year, etc. As


